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INTRODUCTION. 


| ERE are certain periods in which 
the eye of an inquiſitive mind is na- 
turally anxious to take a retroſpective glance 
of the paſt ſtate of a country, to pry as far 
as is allowed to its ſhare of obſervation into 
the womb of futurity, and by mature and 


impartial conſideration, to endeavour to diſ- 


cover her true and actual ſituation. It is, 
| however, indiſpenſably neceſſary, that the 
moſt vigilant caution be employed, not only 
to ſnun the deluſions of an implicit attach- 
ment to any particular party, who may find 
an intereſt in exaggerating her proſperity, 
and denying her diſaſters, but zealouſly to 
avoid being enſnared by the malignant and 
ſubtle calumnies of thoſe, whoſe higheſt 
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(i) 
pleaſure ſeems to be to decry her ability, and 
to depreciate her reſources; and by that 


means to ſink her, ſhould ſhe be already in- | 


volved in difficulties, to the loweſt gulf of 
deſperation and ruin. There are men 
amongſt us, who, biaſſed by perverted and 
anti- patriotic prejudice, are determined, by 
under-rating the powers of their own coun- 
try, and by magnifying thoſe of their ene- 
mies, to raiſe in the minds of their country- 
men that ſpirit of deſpondency, which, in 


proportion to the ignorance and weakneſs 


of its imbibers, acquires ſufficient ſtrength. 


to take root, and to produce all the horrors 
of diſmay and deſpair. Theſe men, who, 


with a ſeeming triumph, proclaim that the 


political territories of their country are re- 


plete with © antres vaſt and deſerts idle,” 


are extremely hoſtile to the ſtate, inaſmuch 
as they invite and provoke foreign attack by. 
their clamorous and malicious declamations x 
on our inability to reſiſt mv (551908 4 2784 
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(iii ) 


To a mind firmly reſolved to ſhun the 


equally dangerous rocks of blind partiality, 


and malignant diſaffection, I cannot con- 
ceive an opportunity more extenſive than 
the preſent ſtate of our affairs ſeems capable 
of affording. I ſhall, therefore, endeavour to 
form as juſt an eſtimate. of the preſent ſtate 
of Great Britain as my mediocrity of talent 
will permit me, equally unbiaſſed by party 


opinion and intereſted motives.—Tros, Ty- 


riuſve mihi nullo diſcrimine agetur. 


be principal and moſt prominent feature 
in the preſent face of affairs is, doubtleſs, 
the war in which we have been ſo long en- 
gaged: various are the opinions of men con- 
cerning the propriety or impropriety of its 
origin. While ſome loudly attach to this 


country all the blame of its commencement; 


others, on the countrary, firmly deny ſo ſe- 


rious a charge, and endeavour to refute ſo 
grave an accuſation. Upon queſtions like 


rr . 
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(iv) 
this, involving ſo many intricate and mo- 
mentous points, there frequently arifes a di- 


verſity of ſentiment ; every man being na- 


turally inclined to conſider them in that 


light, in which they moſt intimately affect 
himſelf. But, although this is the general, 
it is far from being the proper, line of con- 
duct; for upon a ſubject of ſo much import- 
ance to the welfare of humanity, and when 
the intereſts and even exiſtence of ſo many 
are at ſtake, I cannot but think, that the 


only true criterion by which an affair of ſuch 


ſtupendous magnitude can be judged, is de- 
liberately to weigh the diſtreſſes which it 
has already 6ccaſioned, and to reflect upon 


the probable diſaſters which might have ac- 


crued had it not been undertaken.— This i 18 
the teſt by which every war ſhould be ex- 
amined. To none is it more applicable than 


to the preſent. And although 1 am aware 


that it is a queſtion which has been fre- 


quently agitated in the Britiſh Senate, till 
it 


CEE 
it cannot but have been obſerved, that it 
| has not always been diſcuſſed with a gravity 
and calmneſs due to its unparalleled import- 
ance; and although a private individual 
would not pretend, and cannot be expect- 
ed, to treat the ſubject with equal ability, 
yet he may, perhaps, be able to weigh it 
with more diſpaſſionate moderation and un- 
prejudiced impartiality, than can be expect- 
cd to prevail in the fervor of debate, and 
amidſt the conflicts of rival ſtateſmen. 


Upon refle&ing on the grand queſtion of 
the origin of this momentous war, every 
man naturally wiſhes to diſcover, by the teſ- 
timony of facts too clear to be miſrepreſent- 
ed, whether it was provoked by the moſt 
inſolent aggreſſion, and impoſed upon us 
by the moſt imperious neceſſity; or whe- 
ther the Miniſter of this country, ſeized with 
an unjuſtifiable deſire « to buſy giddy minds 
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(vi) 
ee with foreign quarrel,” plunged us head- 
long into the horrors of deſtructive war. 


It is, therefore, the deſign of the follow- 
ing pages to prove, beyond the power of re- 


futation, that to the unwarrantable hoſtility 


of France alone the preſent war is to be aſ- 
cribed. This is followed by an examination 
whether its proſecution has, to this country, 
been productive of diſaſter and diſgrace ; 
which 1s alſo ſucceeded by a demonſtration, 
that our attempts at negotiation were ren- 
dered abortive "ſolely by the inordinate am- 
bition and inveterate rancour of the enemy. 
Reflections ariſing from theſe ſeveral conſi- 


derations will cloſe our vindication. 


The following Sections will OO * 


ſubject of diſcuſſion: 


Section I. The wanton aggreſſions of France 
—— of the war. 


Section 


(i;) 
Section u.— Charges of diſaſter and pe: 
_ conſidered. | x 
Section III. Attempts at Megutiation Bub 
trated by France. | | 
Section IV.—General Reflections emanat- 
= ing from the whole. 


Some ſtrictures upon Mr. Erſkine's 
© Cauſes and Conſequences of the preſent 


* War with France, will find a place under 


the correſponding Sections. I deem it, at 
the ſame time, neceſſary to remark, that 


nothing like a regular reply to that work is 


intended by the following obſervations. Such 
a taſk is, indeed, rendered totally unneceſſary 
by the able anſwers which it has already re- 
ceived; and perhaps ſome apology may be 
thought due to the Public for preſuming 
to make any comments upon a. production 
which, notwithſtanding the induſtry em- 
ployed to procure it celebrity among the /6- 
vereign people (which has, I fear, been the 
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(vii) 
cauſe of conſiderable miſchief) is now funk 
into merited oblivion. The neceſſity, how- 
ever, of removing all the rubbiſh Which 
party malice has ſo induſtriouſly heaped to- 
gether to conceal from public view plain and 
{ſtubborn facts, has alone induced me to no- 
tice ſome of the principal charges (the con- 
tradictory and unſupported aſſertions which 
compoſe the far greater part of his publica- 
tion are, indeed, ſelf- deſtructive) alleged 
againſt Great Britain by one of the moſt in- 
duſtrious of her accuſers. 


1 muſt own too, that the peculiarly 
urgent * neceſſity of proving, beyond the 
power of rational contradiction, the inno- 


cence of Great Britain, at this momentous 


criſis, when ſhe has no alternative from 


* 4 Dyantam vim habeat in bellis Juſtitiæ conſcien- 
tia,” ſays Grotius, paſſim oſtendunt hiſtoriarum Scrip- 
« tores, qui victoriam ſæpè huic cauſæ præcipue aſcri- 
% bunt.” | | 


ſpeedy 


(*) 
ſpeedy ruin, but to exert herſelf with redou- 
bled energy for the ſalvation of the whole 
civilized world from the deadly graſp of 


atheiſtic and deſpotic France, and the hope 


of terminating all controverſy upon a ſubject 
which intimately involves our moſt ſacred 
rights and deareſt intereſts, could alone have 
emboldened me to raiſe my feeble voice in 
defence of my country, and to expoſe the 
calumnies of her bittereſt enemies. 
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SECTION I. 


WANTON AGGRESSIONS OF FRANCE PRODUCTIVE 
OF THE WAR, 

4 | ; | { 15 ! 
T is confidently aſſerted by men, whoſe pro- 

mulgated opinions naturally have an impor- 
tant influence on the public mind, that the war, 
in which Great. Britain finds herſelf at preſent 
engaged, was brought on entirely by the fla- 
grant impropriety of her conduct: it is gene- 
rally, by them, attributed to her interference 
with the internal affairs of France; and to 
her having wantonly inſtigated Holland to 


hoſtilities with that power. If either of theſe 


moſt tremendous charges can be clearly proved, 
it neceſſarily follows, that the conduct of Great 
Britain 
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(12) 

Britain was moſt injudicious and criminal ; and 
it cannot, ſurely, be thought a ſacrifice of time, 
to examine into the. grounds of ſuch awful ac- 

cuſations.— To aſcertain the juſtice of theſe alle- 

cations a recurrence to the diplomatic corre- 
ſpondence which paſſed between the countries 
is abſolutely indiſpenſable. Before, however, we 
proceed to this examination, and in order to 
have an accurate view of the ſituation of the 

two powers at the ra of the commencement 1 

hoſtilities, a curfory ſurvey of the affairs which 

have produced ſuch unparalleled effects upon 
the whole common wealth of Europe will not 
be thought totally unneceſlary.- The deftruc- 
tion of the moſt ancient and powerful civilized | 
monarchy of this weſtern world, muſt be ſup- 
poſed naturally to have occaſioned the greateſt 
alarms to every neighbouring ſtate. Tt has not 
been unuſual for ſurrounding powers ſpontane- 
ouſly. to lend their aſſiſtance to regulate pre- 
vailing diſputes, and thereby to reſtore indivi- 
dual peace and general ſecurity.—Such was the 
afliſtance afforded by Elizabeth of England to 
| Henry of Navarre. Such was the alliance en- 
tered into by the Engliſh and Dutch with the 

| ny vent Charles the SixtY, oy the ſucoeſſion 
| of 


(13) 
of Spain. Such was, in fad, the conduct ex- 
erciſed by the French themſelves when they 
intermeddled with the affairs of Germany. Hiſ- 
tory is not barren of inſtances, in which ſuch 
interference with foreign policy has been pro- 
 duQtive of general advantage. It is not, how- 
ever, eſſential to our purpoſe to enquire, whe- 
ther it was the intereſt or duty of Great Bri- 
tain to make a ſimilar interpoſition; but it 
will not be denied, that the omiſſion could 
ſolely have originated in a deſire to remain 
perfectly neutral, and not to intermeddle with 
affairs in which ſhe thought herſelf not imme- 
diately concerned. Such conduct was an in- 
dubitable proof of an ardent love of peace, 


and, conſequently, calls for our approbation 


and Praile, 


Te; year 1791 was fruitful 5 in + wa dire cala- 
; mities to France. Her orders were deftroyed— 
her prieſthood was impiouſly aboliſhed and cru- 
ey plundered—her nobility hunted into emi- 
a gration, and robbed of their property her civil 
power wantonl ly annibilated—her monarch with 
his family treated with moſt ignominious out- 
rage —in a word, her government uſurped by 


a moſt 
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ly diſevons and diſannulls the new Conſtitution. 


(14) 
a, moſt licentious and rebellious rabble. The 
complaints of the . injured ſovereign to the ſelt- 
created power, ſtiling itſelf the National Aſſem- 
bly, gave birth to a circular letter, which theſe, 
deſpots compelled him to ſanction with his 
name, hoping, by this paltry artifice, to impoſe 
his forced concurrence, upon ſurrounding na- 
tions, as the offspring of ſpontaneous, approba- 
tion, This letter was ſent by M. Montmorin 
to all the European Courts, proclaiming the 
nature and principles of that heterogeneous mix- 
ture of pretended benevolence and real deſpot- 
iſm, which was varniſhed over by the deluſive 
and commanding name of the New * Conſtitu- 
tion of France. | | 


This deluſion was ſucceeded by more atro- 


cious indignities—by the flight to Montmedi— 


by the impriſonment, and threatened aſſaſſina- 
tion, of the Royal Family of France - by the 
farcical reviſion of their infant conſtitution, and 


In juſtice to the memory of an” unfortunate Prince it 
muſt be acknowledged, that this manifeſto was avowed by 
him to have been the effect of force on his perſon and uſur- 
pation of his power; in his flight, which followed ſoon 
after, he left behind him a declaration in which he expreſs- 


by 


(15 ) 


by its involuntary acceptance by the Kin g. 1. 


was not, however, the dread of perſonal danger 
that extorted from the mild and yirtuous Louis 


this moſt fatal act. No! His noble foul would 


have ſpurned at their menaces, and calmly have 
ſmiled at the tempeſt which aſſailed with fury 
his unſheltered head. Though ſcowling rebel- 
lion had exhauſted upon him her fund of burn- 
ing ſcoffs and agonizing revilements, patient 
ſereni ny eee bis countenariog=— 
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lint heft "7 ſaw the uplifted poignard 


threaten with inſtantaneous deſtruction all that 


- he held moſt dear, when deluſive hopes of in- 
ſtant repentance on the part of his riotous peo- 
ple were, at the ſame time, artfully held out, and 
the moſt ſolemn declarations made, that univer- 
ſal tranquillity depended upon his immediate 
acquieſcence in their wiſhes, a ray of hope beam- 
ed acroſs his diſtracted heart, and that tender 
ſolicitude for the happineſs of his people which 
had ever animated his conduct, prompted him in- 
ſtantly to agree to their treacherous deſires.— 


He — the Conſtitution. The act was an- 


nounced 
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(616) 


nounced to us by a ſecond letter from the before 


mentioned inſtrument of ochlocracy. As ſuch 
official communications could not have been 


ſent but with a view of knowing our ſentimetits 


regarding the nature and elements of that ſyſ- 
tem which' they avowed to have been created 
for the imitation and happineſs of all civilized 
nations, and for the admiration of unborn ages, 
it naturally afforded us an opportunity of expreſ- 


| fing them. Great Britain, however, notwith- 


ſtanding ſhe ſaw a wild and impious ſect uſurp 
the dominion of France and maintain it by the 
combined terrors of proſcription and maſſacre, 


till wiſely reſtrained thoſe expreſſions of indig- 
nation and horror. which ſuch ſcenes naturally 


excited, and prudently determined to behold in 


filence the tempeſt which was raging with ſuch 
implacable fury. Not availing herſelf of the 
right, to which, by theſe unſought manifeſ- 
toes, her attention was direct iy courted, (even 
had no ſuch right exiſted before, and been ac- 


knowledged by all the writers upon the law of 
nations) of examining the nature and principles | 


ol the vaunted conſtitution; ſhe contented her- 


ſelf with teſtifying the lively intereſt ſhe would 


ay. feel for the happineſs of the King, his 


family 


(47) 


family and his ſubjects. Thus it is obvious, 


that their malignant deſigns to open, by theſe 
infectious declarations, the channel of revol ution 
in this and in all other countries“, were retali- 
ated only by benevolence and friendſhip. From 
this moderate and pacific conduct it will be 
found that ſhe never ſwerved. 


5 Owing to various circumſtances, which it- is 

foreign to our purpoſe now to-examine, the 
continental powers did not behold with indif- 
ference the diſaſters which were ravaging terri- 
tories ſo little remote from their own. Ger- 
many and Pruſſia thought it not beneath their 
conſideration to interfere with affairs which 
threatened deſtruction to their own Govern- 
ments, to endeayour to tranquillize a nation, 
ſuffering through the freaks of a licentious mob, 
and to reſtore a depoſed monarch to the throne 
of his anceſtors, which he had ever adorned by 
bis philanthropy, and regard for the happineſs 
of his Im. | 


8 xi is ſufficiently proved by the enthuſiaſtic declara - 


tion of the National Aſſembly, that their notification was 


a ſplendid example of a great W 
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(18) 
The ſanguinary rulers of France, dreading an 
end to their uſurpation by the projected league 


ol theſe neighbouring Potentates, again had re- 
eourſe to the captive Louis as the tool to delude 


Great Britain, and to induce her to aſſiſt them 
in the 6 of aſſailed ee | 
43 Miniſter, dvtridaſly in the intereſt of the 
faction, though apparently under the direction 
of the powerleſs King, was conſequently. diſ- 
patched to this Court. It is at this moment, 
therefore, that the ſubject under our immediate 
eanndeation commences. \ 
M. en 8 mpnolaticd Miniſter Pleni- 
potentiary from Louis XVI. to this Court, and 
began his diplomatic charge, as will be ſeen upon 
a reference to the official & correſpondence, by 
inſorming us of the war which a broke. out 
between ROME and * $421; 
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„This correſpondence, being acceflible to every one, is 
too well known to admit of any forgery upon it to paſs un- 
detected, or its fabricators to eſcape without merited oblo- 
quy. To ſuch important parts as tend to illuſtrate the ſub- 
ject in diſcuſſion, I ſhall occaſionally refer, with a fidelity 
which, I truſt, will afford no room for reprehenſion, | 
* — 11 
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It is unneceſſary to dwell here upon the rea- 
ſons which had produced that rupture; as our 
object now is not to be the umpire between fo- 
reign diſputes. It is but candid, however, to 
confeſs, that towards this country the French 
Minifter's note breathed ſentiments of the moſt 


perfect peace ;—it profeſſed a determination 


never to interfere with the affairs of neutral 
countries—(profeflions which, it will appear, 
they ſoon diſgraced, but which never would have 
been violated by the orders of their virtuous So- 
vereign ;) its chief object, however, was to re- 
quire that, in conformity to the fourth article of 
the Treaty of Navigation and Commerce of Sep- 
tember, 1786, his Britannic Majeſty ſhould pub- 
liſh his prohibition to exerciſe any hoſtilities 


againſt France. Lord Grenville's anſwer, pru- 


dently abſtaining from paffing judgment upon 
the eonduct of either of the contending parties, 


was expreſſive of deep regret to learn that a war 


had broke out between two powers with whom 
Great Britain was upon terms of friendſhip. In 


obedience to the requeſt of his moſt Chriſtian 


Majeſty the ſtipulations of the above mentioned 
treaty were moſt exactly fulfilled. His Majeſty 
ir iſſued his proclamation to that effect. 
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As at this time much fermentation. exiſted in 
the public mind of this country, owing to the 
contagion of the recent revolution in France, 
and as large bodies of turbulent and ſeditious 
men had viſibly entered into a conſpiracy to 
undermine our invaluable - Conſtitutiorfy in the 

hope of producing ſimilar diſaſters to thoſe which 
were ravaging a neighbouring country; as it 
was likewiſe but too well known that the moſt 
animating encouragement and. , prom iſes of aſ- 
fiſtance had been given to them by that horde 
of levellers and outlaws, whoſe hands were ſtill 
rech with the blood of their own Monarchy, his 
Majeſty, with the advice of his Privy Council, 
iſſued his proclamation of the 21ſt of May, as a 
meaſure of national ſecurity. Concerning this 
proclamation, however, it is ſufficient to obſerve, 
that it alluded to the deſigns of France, it ad- 
verted only to projets which have ſince been 
wickedly tried in almoſt- every country in Eu- 
rope, and been - unfortunately triumphant in 
ſome of the moſt pacific and unoffending of 
them. As far as it relates to the internal ſtate 
of Great Britain, it then only warned her againſt 
thoſe. who have ſince proved themſelves her bit- 
tereſt enemies, 
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(21) 
Mr. Erſkine, indeed, takes occaſion, on this 
proelamation, to vindicate, or at leaſt to extenu- 
ate, the condu of certain ſocieties who are ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed to have been the objects of it, 
and whoſe views have ſince been fo completely 
aſcertained by dark machinations 1 in one king- 
dom, and by open rebellion in another, that any 
reply to any of their advocates may well be 
deemed ſuperfluous. I cannot, however, re- 


ſtrain the remark, that had this Proclamation 


ſtood in need of any defence, it had been abun- 
dantly, though perhaps in voluntarily, | (unfortu- 
nately, it muſt be confeſſed, for the conſiſtency 
of his argument) ſupplied by Mr. Erſkine him- 
EFG r rr ny 


NM. Chauyelin, in his letter of the 18th June, 
aſſured Lord Grenville of the happineſs which 
the French King. (he was ſtill apparently kept 


in poſſeſſion of nominal and barren authority) 


felt from ® the ſentiments of humanity, of juſ- 
«tice and of peace, which are ſo clearly mani- 
© feſted in his anſwer.” This will be found to 
| have been a moſt flimſy duplicity to allure Great 
Britain into the bfoils which threatened calamity 


o d one quarter or the other. He aſſures us, | 


C3 ee that 
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et that the tranquillity of Europe would neyer 
ce be diſturbed if France and England would 
nite in order to preſerve it.” This dexterity 
on their part failed of ſucceſs. Their deſigns 
were but too manifeſt. Though convinced of 
the duty which is ſometimes impoſed upon a 
country to interpoſe in the unjuſt aggreſſion 
committed upon another, Great Britain Mill 
thought it behoved her to regard in ſilence the 
_ paſſing ſcene, till ſhe ſaw any unlawful violence 
aſſail either country, or till at leaſt, ſhe was re- 
queſted by bot parties to become the arbitreſs 
in the pending diſpute. Any other conduct 
muſt neceſſarily have violated that fri Win 
lity ſhe had reſolved to maintain. 


A circumſtance, however, ſoon occurred, 
which could not permit his Majeſty to remain 
any longer an indifferent or ſilent ſpectator.— 
A circumſtance. no leſs than the open and vio- 
lent depoſition of Louis XVI. even from that 
degraded and pretended kingſhip which the de- 
ſtroyers of the French monarchy had for a time 
granted him. The force and dignity of the 
Crown having been for ſome time trampled on, 
and all its power having been raviſhed by a fac- 

tious 
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tious mob, the unformed and terrific conſpiracy 

which had reared its ghaſtly head from the aſhes 

of all human and divine law, ſtill preſerved it- 
ſelf in uſurped and deſpotic dominion by the 
united terrors of fire and ſword, Its leaders at 
length came to the cruel reſolution to ſtrip him 
of even the poor remnant of thoſe rights of ſo- 
yereignty which had been allotted to him by 
that conſtitution ſo ſtedfaſtly and triumphantly 
deelared to be the free will of the whole nation. 


Louis the ſixteenth having no longer autho- 
rity as King of the French, and conſequently 
the powers granted to our Ambaſſador being no 
longer valid, his Majeſty deemed it prudent to 
recal him from Paris. Sentiments to this effect 
were conveyed (in the abſence of Lord Gren- 
ville) by Mr, Dundas to Lord Gower, who was 


expreſsly enjoined in all the converſations that 


might enſue previouſly to his departure, not to 
neglect. every opportunity of declaring, that 
© his Majeſty meant to obſerye the principles of 
* neutrality in every thing which regarded the 
“internal affairs of France.” 


; , 4 , 7 q 4 


1 As the continuance of our Ambaſſador would 
have been an indirect ſanction and approbation 
of theſe violent exceſſes, his recal ſeems the only 
alternative which could prove the fidelity of our 
profeſſions of neutrality. It would have been 
highly impolitic in this country, bleſſed with the 
parental care of a mild and virtuous Sovereign, 
and experimentally feeling the real bleſſing of a 
regal Government, to behold with ſupine in- 
difference a neighbouring Monarchy expiring 
under the hands of mercileſs aſſaſſins. Would 
it not have been a tacit approval of thoſe traitor- 
ous crimes, to maintain that intercourſe with 
France we preſerved under a flouriſhing Mo- 
narchy? Would not an acquieſcence in their 
diſorderly conduct have been a ſtrong encou- 
ragement to the ſeditious in this country, who, 
it was but too evident, had been deeply tainted 
with the revolutionary mania from France ? 
Was it not highly probable that a free inter- 
courſe between the two nations would, at that 
awful criſis, have cheriſhed into life the embryos 
of inſurrection, which wanted only the ſunſhine 
of foſtering contiguity ? Theſe conſiderations 
One us to e the recalling of our 
rise 1000 Ambaſſador, 
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Ambaſſador, a meaſure dictated at once by un- 
offending policy and equitable wiſdom. Nor 
was this conduct the ſmalleſt interference with 
the domeſtic affairs of France. Though my 
neighbour ſhould have conducted himſelf in a 
manner which conſtrained me, in policy and 
perſonal ſafety, to withdraw myſelf from his con- 
taminating ſociety, and to behave myſelf towards 
him with reſerve, he would not, ſurely, be war- 
ranted in his preſumption to dictate to me my 
independent conduct, and, ſhould I appear un- 
willing to receive him with former familiarity, 
he would not, certainly, be authoriſed by juſ- 

tice to treat me as an inveterate foe. 80 far, 
indeed, was our conduct from being regarded 
by France as inimical, that, although ſhe © re- "© 
ce gretted our having recalled our Ambaſſador,” 
fill, convinced from experience of the truth of 
our profeſſions of ſtrict neutrality, ſhe could not 
refrain from aſſuring us, that ſhe ſaw in # the 

__ & reſult of an intention, wiſely confidered and 
« formally expreſſed, not to meddle with the in- 
5 terior arrangements of France,” 


This meaſure was nothing more than a firm 
determination to maintain a cool reſerve, till 


; France, 
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France, ſenfible of the fatal impropriety of her 
conduct, ſhould return to that ſtate of civiliza- 
- tion which could juſtify and deſerve the-renewal 

of communion. Its ſeaſonable propriety was 
- amply proved by our finding, in a ſhort time af- 
ter, that the National Convention of France, not 
ſatisfied with having ſown the ſeeds of revolt in 
every neighbouring nation, and fearful that they 
might periſh unproductive. for want of proper 
culture, adopted an expedient. which they flat- 
tered themſelves would quicken them into in- 
ſtantaneous and vigorous luxuriance. It cer- 
- tainly removed all doubt reſpecting the extent 
and enormity of their deſigns. They paſſed, on 
- the 19th of November, 1792, a decree which of- 
fered voluntary aſſiſtance to the rebellious of 
every nation. It moſt unequivocally announced, 
that they would, at a moment's warning, pour 
in legions of marauders to batter down the pil- 
lars of every regular government. The puny 
attempts they aſterwards made to palliate the 
guilt of this decree (which all their prevarica- 
tions could not conceal or remove) are at once 
contemptible and uſeleſs. —It had paſſed. —All 
the powers on earth could not recall it. Their 
plan of © ſpreading every where the, flames-of 

WE. ” revolt“ 


(27) 

olt“ had been divulged by a leading dema- 
gogue.“ The Britiſh promoters of ſedition mn 
had been affectionately received in the bo- h 

ſom of the Convention, and + cheriſhed by the 
moſt flattering and animating ſpeeches, at the 

very inſtant it was paſſing this infernal decree. 

Could England then doubt its object? Was it 

not ſent abroad for the direct purpoſe, and in the 
malignant hope, of ſtirring up rebellion in every 
n + Did they declare or ever intimate 
| * 


* Briſſot. 


4 When theſe virtuous and patriotic miſſionarics con- 

3 the Convention on the abolition of monarchy, | 5 
the Preſident . politely anſwered, < that he hoped ſoon to Uh 
return the compliment, on the y_ _— of a n Con- 9 
vention in England. 


- $ To ſhew what little reliance could be placed upon their 
ee of reſpecting the independence of other nations, vi 
one example will abundantly fuffice. In the puerile hope | | 1 
of deluding Us into deadly repoſe they ſolemnly * = - | 
that France would not impoſe laws upon any one; a . 
few days before, however, they expreſsly declared (in the | a 

| decree of 15th December) that She wwould treat as enemies 8 | | 
the people who, refuſing or renouncing liberty and equa- y 
lity, were defirous of recalling or entering into an accom- 
modation with their Prince and privileged caſts. Every 
pains was, indeed, taken to promulgate the dangerous doc- 
trine, that every government, not being a democracy, is an 


gee Paper from M. Chauvelin to Lord Grenville, dated 13th 


hug — uſurpation. | 
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that neutral countries were: exempt from its fa- 
tal operation? No! Its object was undiſguiſed, 
and its nature dreadſul. Out of the gloomy ca- 
verns of Gallic Pandemonium iſſued a voice 
which roared with hideous yell, © Woe to the 
inhabitants of earth.” Our well-grounded-ap- 
prebenſions- are not rendered ridiculous by the 
aſſertions of Mr. Erſkine, that this * decree, and 
e the ſyſtem of which it was a part, exiſted only 

te upon. paper, and in the inflammatory ſpeeches 
of enthuſiaſtic men, until confederated Europe 
began the actual and forcible fraternization of 
„France.“ We would tell him, that its mere 
exiſtence upon paper was no extenuation of its 
evil. Had not the moſt ſanguine hopes of prac- 
tical utility been entertained, they never would 
have publiſhed a deſcription of its nature when 
viewed Zheoretically. It could not have anſwer- 
ed any end. To ſuppoſe that its ghaſtly out- | 
line would have been ſketched pon paper Ow 


uſurpation. " * cb Nationale, apres . en- 

tendu le rapport de ſes comites de finances, de la guerre, et 
diplomatiques reunis, fidelle an principe de ſouverainte de peu- 
ples qui ne lui permet pas de reconnoitre aucune inflitution qui y 


porte atteinte, &. ee fur le "rapport de e 
18 Decembre, 1792. 


* l > 4 Penn 
, Page 25. 7 | 3 
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out a real intention to finiſh it with all the rich- 
neſs of colour, and ſtriking effect, that blood can 
diſplay, were to betray too groſs an ignorance 


of the nature and diſpoſition of the French Con- 


vention. We would tell him, that it was a 
phantom of ſo terrific a guiſe, and of ſo baneful 
a nature, that it ſhook, for a time, the thrones-of 
Europe to their foundation; and that had not 
its deadly purpoſe been inſtantly deſeated by the 
potent enchantment of enlightened loyalty, God 
only knows to what length it would'have carried 
its infernal deſigns :—that it had planted'its foot 
in the boſom of this country, which he cannot 
accuſe of having any concern with © confede- 
rated Europe in its forcible fraternization of 


France,“ and made ſo deep an impreſſion as 


to require the moſt ſtrenuous exertions of he- 


roic loyalty entirely to efface and repair. Nor 


was the diſmay inſeparable from this decree to 
be allayed by the ſhallow quibble. of the French 
Miniſtry * 8 that it could not have r * en 


3 * tion, 


Al argument, on our part, upon the at of apply 
ing this decree, is, in truth, renderedin ſome degree unneceſ- 
fary, by the notoriety of the circumſtance which gave birth 
to it. Some inſurgents in the bailiwick of Darmiftadt, be⸗ 
longing to the Duke of Deux-Porits'(who was at peace with 


France) 
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te tion, unleſs in the fngle caſe in which the ge- 
e neral will of a nation, clearly and unequivo- 
e cally expreſſed, ſhould call the French nation 
to its aſſiſtance and fraternity.” This argu- 
ment is, however, anſwerable in a few words; 
and it will undoubtedly be thought an object of 
ſympathetic regret, that the foundation, upon 
which they flattered themſelves they had built 
an impregnable fortreſs, ſhould conſiſt of but 
ſhallow and waſting ſand, -and, conſequently, 
that their tower of ſtrength and ſecurity may be 
blown down by the lighteſt breath of the moſt - 
feeble logician. It did not probably occur to 


France) had planted the tree of liberty, and diſplayed the 
tri-coloured cockade. No ſooner had the tidings of this re- 
volt, and that the Duke was advancing to cruſh it, > Ped 
Paris, than Rhul, a member of the Convention, moved, that 
„ Thoſe people who with to fraternize with Us, are under 
e the protection. of the French Republic. This inflamma- 
tory motion was inſtantly adopted, and this nefarious de- 
cree immediately paſſed. To ſhew the facility with which 
this decree might be adhed upon, (diſdaining the ceremony of 
an invitation from the general will) a French army was diſ- 
patched to revolutionize the dominions of the pacific Duke, 
who, to eſcape. the bayonets of ſanguinary enthuſiaſts, fled 
for refuge to the oppoſite. bank of. the Rhine, It muſt be 
thus obvious that all their attempts to deny the Poſſibility 
of realizing this decree, except. in the caſe which they See | 
ſerve WT to illuſtrate the enormity of their, inſolenge. - 


N theſe 


„ 
theſe ſage legiſlators, that the caſe which they 
had ranſacked all the ſtores of their ingenuity to 
invent, and which they deemed inconteſtable, 
was the very caſe in which their argument was 
of no avail—the very inſtance in which their 


aſſiſtance would not be wanted. Their decree, 


ſay they, can be ſuppoſed applicable only to the 


ſingle caſe in which the general will of a whole 


nation requires their aſſiſtance. Now as colla- 
teral aid is requiſite o7ly to aſſiſt the weaker of 
tuo conflicting parties, in order to render it 
equal, at leaſt, if not ſuperior, to the individually 
ſtronger, when a nation is unanimous, and is 
guided in its affairs by the general will of the 
people, it ſtands in no need of foreign ſuccour, 
Where no difference exiſts there cannot be con- 
teſt. All external interference, therefore, is, of 
neceſſity, ſuperfluous and offenſive. But to give 
them another chance of eſcape, let us admit, 
that the word general will has another ſignifica- 
tion than perfect unanimity, let us grant that it 
ſignifies alſo the majority of a people: let us 
then ſee of what advantage to them our lenity 


will be productive. The ſtronger of two con- 
tending bodies by poſſeſſing intrinſically a ſu- 
unn of ſtrength 1 Is not in want of external | 


ſupport. 
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] ſupport. 1f, indeed, help were called for by ei- 
ther, it would, unqueſtionably, be by the weaker 
of the two parties: which will not be affirmed, 
Truſt, by the moſt frontleſs lexicographer of 


keine to be the Meaning of the word gene- 
ral will. 


To "a. this decree in another point of 
view. If it could have been ſuſceptible ſolely 
of their pretended conſtruction, they would not 
have. been at the trouble of launching it into the 
world; ſince they could not have had any pro- 
ſpect of its ſucceſs. It was not to be expected 
that ſurrounding nations, who beheld with hor- 
ror © a vaſt, tremendous, unformed ſpectre ariſe 
* from the tomb of the murdered monarchy . of 
& France,” would become fo enamoured of the 
_ ghaſtly monſter as to have languiſhed for its em- 
** though th * have been ſo 


*] and this word now. in its vulgar, f in r contradiſ- 

tinction to its political, meaning: ſince, as this decree was 
ſent forth by France, and as it would have been acted upon 
by this country, (had it unfortunately been realized) agree - 
ably to the former idea, it would not be ſtrictly logical to 
reaſon upon it in any other light. It is frankly confeſſed 
by Cambon, that the Convention always recognized by the 


word people, the multitude, not the orders of citizens, which 


inhabit a nation. IH 


faſcinated 


* 
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faſcinated with the ideal charms of this hideous | 
loathſome phantom, as to have courted a hug in 


its poiſonous arms, it was not at hat time with- 
in the range of probability that a whole nation 
would have been ſo fatally inſane. Was this the 


reward due to Great Britain for her wiſdom and 


virtue in refraining from all interference with 
the affairs of France,. to announce to her 
unnatural ſons that if they choſe to liſt their 
murderous arm againſt their venerable parent, 


they might rely upon their ſanction and affiſ- 


tance: that, if they had any inclination to amuſe 
themſelves with the ſpeculations of correcting 


4 * their government or of * changing its form in 
ie eee eee e . x Woh 


7M B a my 'reprehenfion of the vicious attempts of France 
to ſeduce Britons from their affection to their invaluable 
Conſtitution, I would not wiſh it to be imagined, that I in- 
Pie; acknowledge the doctrine of the immutability of go- 
vernment. To « deny char it is the inherent indefeaſible right 
of an | enlightened, people to alter the form of an oppreſſive go- 
vernment, were at once puerile and abſurd. Such a denial 
would be to conſecrate the frauds by which the government 
of France has been audaciouſly uſurped. The demolition 
| bf this hideous ſyſtem,” by. the flaves of the directorial 
ſpots, would be not only juſtifiable, but highly laudable; 
Be the deliverance « of themſelves from the ignominious ſer- 
Wal by which they! have been ſo long polluted, would 


222587 


e greatly tend to palliate the atrocity of guilt which 


has long characteriſed their conduct. In ſuch caſes of 
N F bloody 
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toto, or for any other object“ (a term ſufficiently 
vague and extenſive, it muſt be confeſſed, for all 
the refinements of ingenious innovation) they 
would feel happy in affording them every aid to 
pull 


bloody deſpotiſm is this alteration of political ſyſtems to be 
Juſtified. It muſt be obſerved, however, that the right of 
changing a long eſtabliſhed tyrannical form of government, 
ſprings /o/ely from the authority of the general will, clearly 
and maturely expreſſed, uncontroled by force, and unbiaſſed 
by corruption. As no word has been more artfully miſre- 
preſented, and ſeems more miſunderſtood, it may not, per- 
haps, be uſeleſs to remark, that by the word general will, it 
is not to be underſtood the wiſhes of the whole multitude, 
of which a nation is compoſed, numerically conſidered, This 
is ifs civil acceptation. Its political meaning is far different. 
As the former fignification is favourable to inſurrection, it 
has always been ſtudiouſly inculcated by the Britiſh ſedi- 
tioniſts, and by the French uſurpers. It muſt be obſerved, 
however, that as a nation conſiſts but of two abftrat orders. 
—the rich, and the poor—the #nanimous conſent, or, ſhould 
that not be obtainable, the predominant. wiſhes collected from 
EACH of theſe orders, conſtitute the general avill of a people. 
If, indeed, the contrary were the caſe, the product of ſuch 
i collection muſt be a partial, not a general, will: and, as 
the poor of every country are the more numerous. body, by 
them muſt be underſtood the word People. The danger or. 
ſach a doQtine i 1s obvious. For if mere hens. num 
ders poſſeſſed, in any caſe, this impreſcriptible right, an im- 
menſe mob ruſhing ſuddenly upon a province or city, muſt 
be conſidered its rightful proprietors—its lawful poſſeſſors. 
It is evident, therefore, that abſtract numbers never can 
conſtitute the PEOPLE poli wit conſidered, Should it be 


| argued, 
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pull down their well- compacted ſyſtem of policy, 
and to ere, on its ſcite, a theatre, after the ex- 


act model of their own, for the public exhibition 


of eyery vice. | 
. They 
argued, that, as numbers generate ſtrength, their voice is too 
immenſe to be reſiſted, and that conſequently they form the 
people; we would anſwer, that this remark is perfectly ir- 


relevant to the queſtion, ſince, as our ſubject is the conſi- 
deration of right, it is to be decided by the criterion of equz- 


ty, not by that of force. The pure univerſality, or the ma- 


jority of wiſhes equitably derived from each of the orders, by 
which a ſtate is compoſed, is alone to be eſteemed the real 
choice of the people. It is this which proclaims the cor- 
porate mind. It is this which juſtifies the ſubverſion of a 
deſpotic form of government, and which legitimates the in- 
ſtitution of a new frame of polity. 

In the caſe of France, for inſtance, no man will be ſo infa- 
tuated as to ſuppoſe, that the revolution was the free choice of 
the majority of the higher, as well as of the lower, orders of 
the people. Had that opinion been formally taken, the total 
abolition of royalty would never have been effected. The 
nobleſſe never could have aſſented to the ignominious de- 
gradation of its rank, and the cruel confiſcation of its 
wealth; nor would a well-diſpeſed commonalty have been 
delighted with the extinction of its liberties, and the plun- 
der of its property ; with the demolition of all law, and the 
eſtabliſhment of a ſyſtem of a and rapine. But the 
band of ſubtle and deſperate conſpirators, to whom the 
world is indebted for the only complete revolution which it 
ever ſaw, were perfectly well aware that ſo equitable a 
meaſure was directly hoſtile to their views, and, conſe- 
quently, having previouſly ſeduced the ſoldiery, and poi- 
ſoned, by their ſeditious doctrines, the minds of a licentious 

| D2 Es populace, 
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They are peculiarly unhappy too in their ſe- 
lection of an analogy to ſupport the ſophiſtry of 
their argument. They tell us that the Dutch 
were not ſeditious when they formed the re- 


fol ution | 


| Populace, ruſhed upon their prey penn it had time to fy 
to a protection. In the caſe of the illuſtrious Prince of 
Orange, had the inhabitants of Great Britain been counted 
like ſheep in a market- place, by the head, I am not confident 

that he would have been firmly fixed on the Britiſh throne. 
Such a fluctuating and capricious voice might, perhaps, 
have greeted him one day, and deſpiſed him the next. The 
profound ſtateſmen of thoſe days well knew the danger of fo 
ſpurious a cenſus. The rightful people therefore made the 
election: and the majority of the ariſtocracy, as alſs the 
majority of the democracy, (whoſe wiſhes were exprefled 
through their repreſentatives) unalterably ſtamped this 
happy choice with the public ſeal of national approba- 
tion. 

* acknowledge, with e exultation, that it is to os 
general will of the Britiſh Nation exerciſed in the glorious 
office of dethroning James the Second, that I am indebt- 
ed for the bleflings of a conſtitution I now enjoy. It 
is, indeed, indiſpenſably neceſſary to diſcriminate between 
the virtuous exertions of the promoters of the Engliſh re- 
volution of 1688, in the depoſition of a tyrant wlio had 
formed a plot againſt the liberty of his country; and the 
wild ſanguinary ſtruggles of the founders of the French Re- 
volution of 1789 in the uſurpation of uncontroulable 
power—a power graſped by a band of furious atheiſts and 
deſperate conſpirators clothed with the ſpecious, but ſtolen, 
armour of the general will, to pull down the pillars of 
a government under whoſe dome virtuous men enjoyed ra- 


tional 
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| ſolution of ſhaking off the yoke of Spain ; and | 


that it was not reputed a crime in Henry the 
IVth or Elizabeth of England, to liſten to them. 
Moſt indiſputably not !—Upon that hypotheſis 
IT I I 


tional freedom, and to erect a rotten fabric, in whoſe early 
ruins they find a retreat to divide the ſpoils of ravaged em- 
pires. The former built the Temple of Liberty. The lat- 
ter dug the Cave of Inſurrection, whoſe religion is Athe- 
Hm, and whofe laws are deſpotiſm, and maſſacre, and from 
whoſe peſtilential jaws the emiſſaries of rapine and revolt 
are diſpatched to deſtroy the real liberty of every fate. 
I wiſh diſtinctiy to affirm, that in caſes ſimilar to thoſe of 
France and Holland- (the wanton demolition of the ancien 
regime I allude to) I deny the right of a people to alter the 
form of their government. I cannot certainly recognize, 
in the uſurped authority of a reigning faction, the juſt right 
to change ad libitum their regular government, and, by that 
means, triumphantly to tyrannize over a cowardly, delud- 
ed andembruted people, whoſe voice, if not ſtifled by the 
dread of judicial and legalized murder, would riſe in loud 
2 bee the nn and deſpotiſm of their rul- 
ers. f 
10 illuftrate the 8 of; theſe alſervagions, and to de- 
monſtrate the fatal eaſe with which deſigning men. riot in 
the moſt wanton outrages, when dreſſed in the borrowed 
feathers of popular approbation ; it is neceſſary only to re- 
mark that, had not the uſurpers of the French Government 
invariably diſguiſed their licentious freaks under the maſk 
of the general will, they never could have perpetrated 
their unheard-of atrocities, nor revelled in exceſſes, at which 
Europe has inceſſantly trembled with indignant aſtoniſh- 
Pore Conſcious of the advantages of this artifice, they 
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we perfectly accord with them :—but do they 
mean to aver that the two tranſactions were ana- 
logous ? It will, on the contrary, be found that 
their illumination gives no real light, and that 
their ſimilitude conveys no true likeneſs. It 
graſped it as a taliſman which, by. affording them protec- a 
tion from the ſhackles of reſponſibility, made them riſe ſu- 


perior to all controul. This dexterity was faithfully and 
forcibly deſcribed by an enlightened orator, Opinion pu- 


« Hique,”” ſays M. de Cazales, „dont  Aﬀemblee Natio- 


nale n'a ceſſè de Finveftir a tenu lieu du Pouvoir Executif. 

Some conſolation for paſt calamity and hope of future 
tranquillity may, however, be derived from the reflection, 
that this ſelf-created domination has generally been ſhort- 
lived: and that each aſpiring Fieſco, whoſe boundleſs am- 
bition excited him to ride in the whirlwind and direct 
* the ſtorm, has ſoon been ſeen to tumble from his ærial 
ſeat, and to fall into the gulph of inſtantaneous deſtruction. 
This feigned reſpe& for the general will of a nation has i 
been the perpetual charm by means of which they have 
dazzled the eyes and deceived the ſenſes of every deluded 
people who have unfortunately become the wretched dupes 
of their wily and cruel artifice. The inſtant they fall into 
the regicide ſnare, the cloak is thrown off, and this pre- 
tended reverence diſplays itſelf in its real character - the 
mercileſs and ſanguinary reviler of beſotted credulity. A. 
more ſtriking inſtance of this bloody hypocriſy is not to be 
found than in the conduct of France towards Belgium. 
Au mepris de la wolonte univerſelle des Belges, ſays M. 
Nallet du Pan, * la Republique Frangoiſe, abuſant juſ- 
** gu'au ſacrilege de ſon impie intolerance, a pourſuivi 
avec le fer et le feu * de toute religion dans 
e les Pays Bas.“ 


Was 
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was an abhorrence of ſlavery which induced 
thoſe enlightened ſovereigns to ſanction the ex- 
_ ertion of a people, in freeing themſelves from the 
unjuſt cruelties of the bigot Philip II., aggra- 
vated by the barbarities of the Duke of Alva; 
barbarities which forced the inhabitants of the 
Low Countries to ſhake off the Spaniſh yoke, and 
under the conduct of William the Firſt, Prince 
of Orange, to form the Republic of the United 
Provinces:—a Republic, whoſe baſis being mode- 
ration and wiſdom, was juſtly eſteemed one of the 
wiſeſt and moſt faultleſs Commonwealths upon 
earth. It was to involve all other countries in the 


horrors and miſeries inſeparable from the ruinous 


dynaſty tyrannizing in France, that ſhe vomited 
a decree in the hopes of gaining proſelytes to a 
ſyſtem, ſupported by terror and by force, and 
which declared open hoſtilities to ſocial order and 
to all religion. —A decree which, by opening the 


flood gates of revolt, threatened with deſtruction 


the whole civilized world a decree which is, (by 
anticipation) condemned by Vattel in the meſi 
pointed terms. It is a violation,” ſays he, 
of the law of nations, to perſuade thoſe ſub - 


' * Vattel. Book II. Chap. IV. $ 56, | 
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3 


* jets to revolt who actually obey their Sove- 
« reign, though they may complain of his go- 
«,yerniment.” How enormouſly then muſt the 
offence be aggravated, when the attempt is made 
towards a people, who, ſo far from complaining 

of their government, know it to be the mildeſt 
and wiſeſt under heaven, and who conſequently 
love it with a ſincere and merited affection; 

and who adore their Prince as their father and 
their friend! Of ſuch hell-born decrees it Aer 
with truth be ſfaid— 


3 haud illis monſtrum, nec ſavior ulla _ 
: PSs et 1 irs deüm Stygiis ſeſe extulit undis. 


I will not be denied that after ſo 8 
tive a proof of the hoſtile deſigns of the turbu- 


lent faction towards this country, it was an in- 5 


diſpenſable duty to take every precaution to 
| fruſtrate their ſucceſs. Was it not natural to 
endeavour by lawful means to impede the pro- 
greſs of an evil ſo dangerous to the very exiſ- 
tence of the Britiſh empire ? Upon this queſtion 
there cannot be but one opinion. The legifla- 
ture paſſed therefore an act, which required that 
every ger (except alien merchants, and 

foreign 
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| foreign Miniſters duly authorized) ſhould de- 
clare, upon his arrival in any port of Great Bri- 
tain, his name and the place of his deſtination, 
to the collector of the cuſtoms, or chief ma- 
giſtrate, by whom a paſſport was pratuitouſly 
given. As this exaction could not be attended 
with either difficulty or diſgrace to an honeſt 
man, but would ſolely be galling to the lurking 
deſperado in the execution of his clandeſtine 
conſpiracies, it could not certainly be eſteemed 
vexatious, or oppreſſive. This act was not the 


offspring of idle caprice or of groundleſs ſuſpicion. 


It was a meaſure of national ſafety imperioufly 
called for by the perils of that portentous criſis. 
It was the ſole expetlient we could adopt for our 
preſervation from the deep-laid deſperate machi- 
nations, which had been long planned by foreign 
and domeſtic enemies, for the utter deſtruction 
of our envied conſtitution. And notwithſtand- 
ing the obloquy which was laviſhed upon it by 
baffled ſedition, (which was, indced, the greateſt 


proof of its value) experience has abundantly | 


proved the inexpreſſible obligations we owe it, 
for our cſcape from thoſe horrible miſeries which, 


(though well-wiſhers to the ſucceſs of theſe 


ſchemes of confiſcation and murder, ſtudiouſly 
888 3 TY 
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and clamorouſly denied their exiſtence) enlight- 
ened men, untainted with the poiſon of Jaco- 
biniſm, had too great reaſon to ſuſpect were at 
that moment | hatching to overwhelm us, and 
which an unreſtrained communication with the 
hot-bed of crimes would have quickly matured 
into ſtrength to devaſtate our happy land, and 
lay in ruins our laws, religion, and liberty, It 
ſprung from that grand and fundamental princi- 
ple upon which political ſociety itſelf is founded 
general utility—lIpſa utilitas i prope mater 
et equi. It was in fact one of thoſe laws which * 
Lord Bacon affirms, from their purity and juſ- 

tice, defy reproach, and challenge admiration, 


As ſoon as the French faction found that we 
had eſtabliſhed quarantine for our protection 
from the peſtilence of inſurrection, enmity to a 
meaſure ſo hoſtile to their views naturally mani- 
feſted itſelf, Subtle and fallacious ſlanders were 
then to be hurled at an act, which truth and 
ſolid argument ſcorned to aſſail. They petu- 
lantly and falſely aſſerted, that this moſt paci- 

Lex bona cenſeri poſlit, que fit intimatione certa, pres 
cepto juſa, executione commoda, cum forma' politigs congrua, 


et generans virtutem in fubditis,-De Aug. Scient. lib, VIII. 
G. Bo | 
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fic meaſure violated the 4th article of the treaty 
of navigation and commerce, concluded in 1780, 
between the two countries, (a treaty which, from 
the important benefits which it promiſed to the 
two nations, and which their rancorous conduct 
alone could have fruſtrated, ſtamps the higheſt 
_ credit upon the commercial talents and political 
genius of the Ambaſſador who planned and car- 
ried it into execution), which ſtipulates, that 
© the ſubjects and inhabitants of the reſpective 
e dominions of the wo Sovereigns ſhall have li- 


<« berty freely, and ſecurely, without licence or 


5 paſſport, general or ſpecial, by land or by ſea, 
* or in any other way, to enter into the king- 
* doms, dominions, &c, of either Sovereign, 
& ſituated in Europe, and to return from thence, 
* to remain there, or to paſs through the ſame, 
and therein to buy, and purchaſe, as they 
« pleaſe, all things neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence 
ce and uſe, and they ſhall mutually be treated 
ce with all kindneſs and favour. Provided, how- 
* eyer, (mark the proviſo) that in all theſe mat- 


« ters they behave and conduct themſelves con- 


<« formably to the laws and ſtatutes, and live with 
* * other in a friendly * and promote re- 
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As their "TY aſperſions are totally unſup- 
| ported by truth or argument, we ſhall content 
ourfelves with affirming, that they had them- 
ſelves committed the violation, by conducting 
themſelves in a manner which, ſo far from being 
ce friendly,” was the moſt hoſtile that any nation 
could exerciſe towards · another, — that of endea- 
vouring to excite rebellion in a country which 
had invariably obſerved the moſt firit and 
punctilious neutrality :—in a manner which, ſo 
far from being peaceable, evinced, on their part, 
the moſt inimical deſigns, and was, indeed, ſuf- 
ficient provocation for a declaration of war. We 
declare, nor dread the refutation, that their be- 
haviour, ſo far from © promoting reciprocal con- 
cord,“ was naturally calculated to produce the 
wideſt breach of amity ;—ſo far from being adapt- 
ed to © maintain a mutual good underſtand- 
* ing,” it had an immediate and direct tendency 
to excite, on our part, the moſt deep-rooted 
hatred, arifing from the ſtrongeſt conviction, 
chat their INE: could bare originated 1 in no 
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6 view than the ann of our r bappi- | 
neſs and independence as a nation, A 


Had the violation originated with us, We 
might, perhaps, have had ſome colour for af- 
firming, that as the treaty was concluded be- 
tween the 7wo Sovereigns, that power being no 
longer acknowledged in France, the force of 
the treaty was diminiſhed. Not that we 
would wiſh to hazard the ſenſeleſs aſſertion, that 
the mere circumſtance of the Sovereign who 
framed a treaty being no longer in exiſtence, 
neceſſarily tends to nullify the once-acknow- 
ledged treaty; but we might have contended, 
that when we ſaw the French Monarch lawleſs- 
ly ſtripped of thoſe functions and prerogatives, 
by which he framed and concluded that treaty, 
we had little reaſon to ſuppoſe, that they would 
look upon themſelves any longer bound by a 
treaty, which was, as they affirm, burthenſome 
R France.” It was undeniably more natural 
to expect, that they would, in hatred to their 
Sovereign and all his works, triumphantly an- 
nihilate a treaty which was (according to them) 
2 wreſted by addreſs and ability from the un- 
« {kilfulneſs or from the corruption of a Go- 
« yernment they had lately deſtroyed,” and 
HO : e which, 
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which, being conſequently the offspring of ty- 


_  ranny, muſt have cramped the growth of that 
liberty they were ſo tenderly rearing for the __ 


pineſs of all mankind. 

It was ſcarcely, however, to be expected, that 
the ſpirit of evil which had inceſſantly governed 
the councils of France ſhould reſt here :— 


Perplex'd and troubled at his bad ſucceſs 
The tempter ſtood, nor had what to wag 
Diſcover'd in his fraud— 


| E to find that their ſubtle deſigns were 
detected, and that Great Britain was awake to 


the perils that menaced her, they were deter- 
mined by one deſperate effort, to throw off the 


maſk they had fo ill-worn, and to burſt the 


chains of decency. and juſtice. Their vows of 
neutrality were given to the winds. | 


Anxious to attack the Auſtrian citadel of 
Antwerp, the French reſolved to carry into im- 
mediate effect their projected deſign, though con- 
ſcious of i its impractibility without a direct inſrac- 
tion ol the moſt ſolemn treaties, in forcing a paſ- 
ſage up the river Scheldt. When they were in- 

8 | formed 


( 

formed by the Dutch, © that by virtue of treaties 
the river Scheldt was ſhut to ſhips of war,” they 
inftantly returned for anſwer, © that they were de- 
termined to enter the Scheldt notwithſtanding 
any oppoſition of the States-General.” Thus they 
arrogated to themſelves the full and uncontroul- 
able power of infringing the moſt ſacred rights, 
and ſcorned to make any other apology for this 
lawleſs and uncivilized conduct, than hoc volo, 
fic jubeo, ſtet pro ratione voluntas. Was this 
the proper reward of ſtrict neutrality ? Were the 
Dutch to be reconciled to this moſt deſpotic 

' meaſure by the audacious aſſurance © that the 
opening of the Scheldt was a queſtion decided 
by reaſon and juſtice, of ſmall importance in it- 
ſeif?” We ſhould have been apt to conſider 
the forcible violation of a treaty acknowledged 
by Europe as indiſputable, for more than a cen- 
tury, cannot be called the deciſion o « reaſon 
and juſtice ;” except, indeed, of that reaſon and 
juſtice, which is extracted by the Pſeudo-Philo- 
ſophers from the licentious code of the Rights of 
Man, and which are only ſynonimous terms with 
pretended equality, and lawleſs rapine. We 
ſhould have thought that the excluſive ſove- 
reignty over this river, ceded to the Dutch by 
0 Philip 


_ ——— — 7 —— — “ 


WEE.” 
Philip IV. of Spain, in 1647, as an inconteftible 
proof to Europe of their independency o and as 
part of the price he paid them for their renun- 
ciation of all claim to the Netherlands, cannot 
be denominated © a'queſtion of ſmall importance 
in itſelf.” Had not the futility of this auda- 


'cious aſſertion been ſelf-evident, it had been 


flatly denied by more recent facts. It muſt be 
remembered, that the invaſion of this abſolute 


0 right by the Emperor Joſeph the IId. in the year 


1784, had nearly involved Holland in hoſtilities 
with that Monarch. Antwerp belonged, at that 


time, to the Emperor, who wiſhed to reſtore it 


to its former opulence and dignity; which could 


not, however, be effected without wreſting from 


the Hollanders the excluſive navigation of this 
river. As Amſterdam roſe upon the ruins of 
Antwerp, the re-inſtatement of Antwerp in its 
former glory muſt inevitably have cruſhed the 
flouriſhing ſtate of Amſterdam. The opening 
of the Scheldt, however, was to be looked upon, 
not. only in a commercial, but in a political 
point of view, as it would directly open the gate 
of a broad road into the very heart of the Duteh 
territories, and by that means. probably cauſe the 
geſtructian of „* us # nation. Theſe 


* 
— 


conſi- 
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derations conſequently obliged the Holland- 
ers to be ſcrupulouſly tender of their excluſive 
rights over this river, as the guardian of their 
proſperity, and, indeed, the palladium of their 
exiſtence. An event, therefore, fo pregnant 
with inevitable ruin naturally rouſed the fears of 
the Dutch. 


So unwearrantable, indeed, was the con- 
duct of the Emperor, and fo intuitively juſt 

and ſacred were the claims of Holland, that, 
when the threw herſelf for protection into the 
arms of France, the latter, too well-acquainted 
with her own intereſt, and with that of all Eu- 
rope, to ſuffer the former to become the prey of 
-lawleſs rapacity, nobly covered with her ſhield 
the oppreſſed republic, and by her remonſtrances 
with the Emperor (to whom ſhe was, indeed, al- 
lied by the cloſeſt ties of conſanguinity) not 
only averted a conflict in which Holland would 
probably have received her death- blow, but ob- 
tained for her an unequivocal recognition of the 
abſolute and independent ſovereignty over the 
Weſtern Scheldt, conformably to the treaty of 
Munſter. | This wiſe and friendly conduct on 

This tteaty has been not only recognized, but cdafirm- 
ed and guaranteed by many -— „ 
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the part of France was the baſis of an'imme- 
diate treaty of alliance between that power and 
Holland, in which the moſt ſolemu obligations 
were reciprocaily entered upon to prorefr each 
other from all hoftile attacks. Though France 
choſe to adopt a ſcheme of polioy ſo diametri- 
cally oppoſite to her former line of conduct, it 
did not ſeem abſolutely neceſſary that we ſhould 
imitate her in the infolent violation of ſacred 
conventions. Let us make, however, for the 
fake of argument, one momentary conceſſion 
to falſchood. Let us grant, that the violation 
of the Scheldt © was a queſtion of litthe im- 
portance in itſelf,” to what does their aſſertion 
tend, but to prove more clearly (as was ſu- 
gaciouſly obſerved by Lord Grenville © that it 
was brought forward only for the purpoſe of in- 
7 ulting the allies of England by the infruction of 
their neutrality and by the LES of their 
rights; which the faith of treaties obliged us to 
maintain.“ This declaration on their part was 
moſt ill-judged. Since, if we admit their pre- 
miſes, the-inference i is irrefiftibles: Points, frank« 
by. owned by their defenderꝭ to be nuggtory and | 
| futile, il if ob flinately maintained in the. ſerious 
| hour of momentous contention, gan he brought 
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cored; ſolely in the malicious hope of making 
the bregeh too immenſe for reparation, It is, in- 
deed, difficult to reconcile the erchaſive power 
of France to annul this important treaty, with- 
out the general power of ſetting aſide all the 
other treaties which mutually join all the Powers 
of Europe. Were we to be mocked by the 
whimfical aſſertion, that * if the rights of nature 
and of nations were to be conſulted, not France 
alone, but all the nations of Europe are authorized 

to do it. If this ſhallow and prepoſterous doc- 
trine of the * tights of nature were but once 
admitted, who would have the preſumption to 
preſcribe its limits? We could not be ſecure 


from the apprehenſion, that, in their furious 


eal for this new-fangled dogma, they would 
inſiſt upon the uncontroulable right of. proceed- 
ing up the Thames, without being ſubject to the 
payment of duties, which, I will not deny, are 
not demanded by the voice of nature. This de- 
ſence was moſt flimſy and abſurd. I am totally 
unable to diſeover how the rights of nations” 
would authorize them to infringe upon the ex. 
cleßv⸗ right of the Hollanders to the navigation 


's See Pm from M. Chaurelin to Lord Gremille dated 
15th * 1793, "OY 
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(652 


of the Scheldt. The law of nations was fram- 


ed for the falutary purpoſe of preventing more 
powerſul or ferocious nations, from trampling 


upon the privileges and violating the rights of 


the weaker or more mild. It muſt be obſerved, 
likewiſe, that no two ideas can be more diſſimij- 


lar than the rights of nature and the rights of 


nations. a nation, guided by the former, ac- 
knowledging the reſtraint of no law, exerciſes, 
with unbridled phrenzy, her own capricious 
will; whereas, if ſhe obeys the precepts, of the 
latter, ſhe is obliged to keep her will, however 
violent, within the bounds preſcribed, by the cuſ- 
toms and uſages. of civilized nations ; theſe im- 
pulſes, ſo diſſimilar in their nature, and ſo dif- 
ferent in their effects, cannot be contemporary 
and co- operative; ſince a nation who obeys the 


dictates of the one, muſt necefſarl y a x the 


mandates of the PINE. . 0 15 


- F * 
N 7 
6 


; Qt? 110 175 


It was . 3 1 RS Beg 3 
Ky th ſeems, to have regulated all, her actions by 


tbe wild impulſe of ſavage. nature, ſhould have 


been determined not to neglect it in this caſe, 
but it muſt truly create the .greateſi aſtoniſh- 
ment, that the could have the effrontery to de- 

I ſend 


* 
. & 


(33) 


all codes the law of nations, by the falſe aſſer- 


tion that ſhe was acting conformably to the 
rights of nature and of nations ; * and that ſhe 
| ſhould betray fach groſs i ignorance as to declare, 
that thoſe! repugnant and idioſyncratic principles 
could poſſibly coaleſce, and become the joint- 
directors of the national conduct. Were theſe 
falſe and flimſy aſſertions to be ſwallowed in the 
very nurſery of national juriſprudence, the coun- 
try of Grotius—the cradle of the law of nations? ? 
What indignation muſt it have rouſed in every 
enlightened mind to ſee them thus trample with 


ignorant and ſavage triumph upon this virtuous | 


and venerable code, and fix in its place their 
barbarous and ſenſeleſs jargon! We were not, 
ſurely, to be frightened into an acquieſcence 
with thefe moſt abſurd reaſons & fit only for fools 


_ © aſpiring to be knaves,” by the daring and 1 in- 
ſulting menuce, that, if wy N ere N - 


nn 4 14 111 200 or, F vt ** 


Thel teligions teſpect for this avi code of laws has 
wa idealy. proved 1 in a ſubſequent correſpondence between 
the American, Government, and the F rench Envoy, M. 
Genet; ; being told that Ris proceedings were contrary to 
the ſpirit of Grotius and Vattel, he mode/tly replied, that he 
knew nothing about Grotius or. Vattel, but that his conduct 
was agreeable to the docbrines of the F rench Conſtitution. 
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| dive 0 unjuſt a violation of the moſt ſolemn 
treaties,—a violation ſo unwarrantable in its na- 
tuxe, and rendered peculiarly fo from the re- 
collection of the perfect neutrality of Holland, 
what reliance could be placed in the idle and 
bypocritic affurence of France, © that ſhe would 
not attack Holland, as long as that power 
* ſhould; on its ſide, confine itſelf towards her 
„within the bounds of an exact neutrality,” 
when, at that very @ra, ſhe had infringed upon 
the rights and ad violated the neutrality of that 
Republic by the forced paſſage up the Scheidt, 
in defiance of the alleged determination of the 
Government not to grant it, and notwithſiand- 
ing the formal n, by which it was:qppoſed 
nnen 18 

Had Holland been ſo loſt to every. ſenſe; of 
duty as to have indulged France in her unjuſt 


wiſhes, the would undeniably have been infiru- 


mental in the injury which Auſtria might re- 
ceive by the attack. And for what particular 
reaſon "ſhould ſhe have been induced to injure 
Auſttia merely to gratify the caprice af France? 

| | She 


— 
* 


{55 
She was commanded then by prudence to re- 
main neuter. Did'ſhe not obſerve, in the ſtrict- 
eſt manner, that neutrality? And was ſhe to 
ſuffer herſelf to be ſeriouſly injured, and auda- 
ciouſly inſulted, - with paſſive impunity ? Was 
it compatible too with our duty to behold with 


indifference theſe unprovoked indignities com- 


mitted upon a faithful and peaceable ally, who 
had ſtriven with us to preſerve a moſt exact 
neutrality? Would it not have been a direct 
amitation of France, in the infraction of the moſt 
ſolemn treaties, - to have denied our aſſiſtance at 
a moment when our ally was trampled on by a 
formidable. foe ?: It has, indeed, been ſaid, that 
our conduct was cenſurable in offering our aſ- 
ſiſtance, as it had not been officially demanded: 


but as this accuſation can have proceeded ſolely 


from a ſpirit of the moſt puny captiouſneſs, I ſhail 
content myſelf with remarking, that had it been 
uſeleſs or officious, it would naturally have been 
complained of by Holland, as a vicious inter- 
ference with her affairs. The gentlemen who 
are ſo prodigal in their cenſures of this ſtep, do 
not ſeem willing to recollect, that a fimilar live 
of conduct was adopted by the Governor of the 
Netherlands when Holland was threatened with 
vt SE ſubjugation 


Cay) 


ſubjugation by Louis XIV.—The Count de 
Montercy did not neglect the only opportunity 
which a favorable moment preſented to him'of 
affording eſſential ſervice to the injured Hol- 
landers, by confining himſelf (as in common caſes ; 
here a ſuperſtitious reverence. for mechanical 
rules may be harmleſsly indulged)” to the Heavy 
tedious road of applying for, and receiving, re- 
gular inſtruction from his Court, but - wiſely 
building his conduct upon the ſolid baſis of 
ſound policy (though by no means demanded 
and fortified, as in our caſe, by the powerſul 
obligation of an exiſing convention) ſaved Hol- 
land from deſtruction, and received the ſanction 
of his Court, and the applauſe of all unpreju- 
diced and enlightened Stateſmen. We would 
| aſk, whether, when we ſaw our ally gaſping for | 
ſuccour, we ſhould have niggardly impriſoned 
it, till it had been implored through the prolix 
routine of office ceremonial, and thus indirectly 
aid the cauſe of her enemy? This was not a 
"ſeaſon to indulge in the inept parade of frigid 
and faſtidious formalities, We ſhould never 
forget the valuable apothegm of the learned 
Ambroſius— Qui non repellit i injuriam a ſocio, 
Wy n poteſt, am eft i in vifio, guam ill qui facit.” 
6.0: Could 


(5) 

Could a man deny the aſſiſtance which it was 
in his power to give to a drowning friend, be- 
cauſe the diſireſſed object of his compaſſion had 
not loudly called for it ?—lt is, indeed, in caſes 
of imminent danger that true friendſhip is une- 
quivocally diſplayed. —Certus amicus (ſays the 
old Poet) in re incertà eernitur. It has ever been 
eſteemed, by 'the moſt profound Philoſophers, 
to be the nature of real friendſhip, not penuri- 
ouſly to ſerew up her offices till they had been 
formally demanded, but generouſly to laviſh 
them, the inſtant ſhe ſees them neceſſary to the 
ſalvation of the ſufferer —Hzc igitur prima ler 
amicitie ſanciatur, ut ab amicis honeſta peti- 
mus, amicorum cauſd honefta faciamus.: ne expec- 
temus quidem, DUM" ROGEMUR : ſtudium ſemper 
:adfit, cund7atio abſit. It was a moſt preſſing 
moment, and our conduct on that occaſion, fo 
far from being cenſurable, was highly merito- 
rious, and * n 4 felt by the Government 
. of Holland. | 
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40 nq6 Por a declaration which ſo flatly belies the aſſertions 
of the oppoſers of the war, the higheſt evidence will natu- 
rally be expected. I appeal, therefore, to © the Reply of 

their High Mightineſſes" the States-General to the Memo- 
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1 . After ſo lawleſs an aggr eſſion upon the rights 
of Holland, had we not the greateſt reaſon to 
apprehend a ſimilar attack upon ourſelves? And 


yet, were we forbid at our val. to make any 


141411 {3 © a ä pPreparations 


rial of Lord Auckland, his Britannic ern 
dor.“ This reply was dated the 20th March, 1793, fix 
weeks after the declaration of war by France; a ſufficient 
time ſurely after the violation of their territories, and the 


"reception of ſucceſsful ſupport from this country, to enable 


them maturely to reflect upon their ſituation and our con- 
duct. 
„Their High Mightineſſes Wn already had an 1 
tunity of teſtifying, ſome time ſince, to Lord Auckland, 
how ſenſible they were of the repeated and ęſſential proofs 
of the afe&ion of his Britannic Majeſty for this State—they 
now-renew their afſurances with no leſs fincerity ; ; and the 
immediate circumſtances add to their ſatisfattion.”". DP > LIB 
Again, * The union of the ſuccours of Britiſh troops ang 
veſſels with the forces of the State, has prevented the enemy 
from penetrating further into the province of Holland. 


„Their High Mightinefſes will conflantly preſerve the moſt 
agreeable remembrance of the earneſineſs and pramptitude 


with which, his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York, inveſt- 


ed with the command in chief of the Britiſh auxiliar 275 troops, 
has been ſo very deſirous of haſtening to the ſuccour of the 


| Republic e at this critical juncture. They will no more for- 


get all they owe to the ſervices and good offices. rendered ſo 


| Succeſsful ly. by the BriTisH AMBASSADOR to the adyance- 


ment of the common and inſepcrable. intereſts of the two States 
ſo flrily united. 15 tara: 


Again, ** Their High Mightineſſes find them(plyes obli ged 


to e with earnefineſs, that the ſuccour ofthe Britiſh troopʒ 
12 and 


<8) - 


that a conſiderable *armament was getting ready 
in the ports of our enemy, we were aſſured that 
«if hoſtile preparations were continued in the 
« ports" of England,” they would puniſh us 
ed war. This i en inſult was a juſtifi- 
ö able 
and eliza, which 8 Skis LS the Repuilic, a 
well as that which is immediately expected, may not be auitb- 
Aras before the complete evacuation of the frontiers of the 
ſtate; and that in every caſe this Juccaur, united to the forces 
of the Republic, may ſerve to purſue. the common enemy, and 
to act ulteriorly againſt them. ; 

„Their High Mightineſſes ſeize on this occaſion to give 


to his Britannic Majeſty, and to the other amicable powers 
and allies of the ſtate, the moſt ſolemn aſſurance, that they 


will employ all their means, to combat an enemy, they re- 


gard, not- only as the enemy of the Republic, but alfo as the 

enemy of the human race, ſeeing that they have formed the 

project of deftroying the happineſs of civil ſociety, by the 

- annihilation of all the dee e of Mrs Jaftice, and 
$660 ger. 

"Theſe declarations are, one would think, ſufficiently u un- 
equivocal; and yet there are men, whoſe audacity drives 
them. to the truly ridiculous length of fancying themſelves 
better judges of the fituation of Holland, than were the 
Dutch themſelves. It were well if men would fortify their 
malicious affertions by ſome proof. : 

* Briſfot candidly confeſſed, in his appeal to his conf 
tuents (page 47) «© that England did not begin to « arm a un 
uf months after France. 

1 The Juſtice which would Rave clothed the reſentment 

no 1 u, I believe, will venture to deny. It 
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preparations for defence. Although we knew 
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(60) * 
able reaſon for our commencing hoſtilities, had 
we been anxious for war; our conduct would 
have been defended by Cicero himſelf, who ex- 
preſsly declares Qui non defend, nec obfitit 
« 5 potęſt Injuriæ, tam eft in vitio, quam fi Pa- 
tc +entes, aut Patriam aut Socros deferat.” 4 And 
indeed it muſt be conſeſſed, that we ſubjected 
ourſelves to the marked cen ſure of the Roman 
Stateſman by our omiſſion to reſent the [inſult 
| by arms. Our predilection ſor peace , | however, 
confined us to the mere aſſiſtance, which, in in 
conformity to the moſt ſacred treaties, we were 
bound to e afford to an ally, i in her defence againſt 
the moſt wanton , and unproyoked aggreſſions. 
Thus falſe then is the aſſertion of Mr. Erſkine, 
that Ws we involved Holland in the borrors ; of | 
64 war. 51 8⁰ palpabiy atrocious, indeed, was the 
conduct of France, « and fo inconteſtable i is the 


* 272.8? asian 

" indeed, the opinion of the moſt conſummate juris con- 
ſults, that expected attacks, unequivocally evinced by i any 
ſulting menaces and by hoſtile Preparations, may be juſtly 
prevented by anticipation-. Fateor quidem fays Gi ro- 
tius, fi inſultator arma arripiat, et quidem ita ut ap - 
pareat eum id facere occidendi animo, OCCUPARI poſſe faci- 
nus. — De Jure Bel. ac Pac. L. 2. c. 1. 5 5. A partiality 
for peace reſtrained ä from availing herſelf of thig 
. 7" IH 1 

Page 35. 


_ guilt 


. 
guilt attendant upon wanton aggreſſion „ that I 
am totally unable to diſcern upon what an aſ- 
ſertion, ſo flatly belied by notorious facts, can 
poſſibly be grounded, unleſs he means to aver, 
that the. aſſurance of A that he will fulfil bis juſt 
and lawful en gagements towards B, in caſe of 
an unprovoked and ſanguinary attack from C. 
is ſuch an unwarrantable inſult to C, as fully to 
Juſt 5 C in a violent aſſault of B:—a mode of rea- 
| ſonin g I conſider as too contemptibly ſophiſttical 
to merit a reply. * National faith has hitherto . 
invariably been eſteemed the bulwark and guar- 
dian of national friendſhip. The aſſurance, there- 
fore, of a firm determi ination to preſerve i invio- . 
lateh: y facred treaties, never ſurely can load a 
country with obloquy, or merit condemnation. 
It is thus evident, : then, that the aſſertions of 
Mr. Erſkine are doubly refuted by the teſtimony 
ol unalterable fats; and by the abſurdity of the 
concluſions to which his arguments lead. And 
it muſt be confeſſed that there is no'more juſ- 
tice in accuſing Great Britain of plunging Hol- 
1 into nenen, with n than there 
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Co > ſo Aabilitatis; : conflaminque ejus 
your in/amicitia.quarimus; inks eſt, —Cic. de Amicit. 
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would be in proclaiming ber accountable for 
the wars of Pharamond or Clovis. _ 


| But I find that the rapacious conduct of 
France in her cruel aggreſſion upon Holland, 
is indirectly juſtified by Mr. Erſkine ; he tells 
us © until the treaty of Pilnitz had been framed 
cc for the deſtruction of her conſtitution; and the 
« diſmemberment of the empire; ſhe had not 
* extended its limits.” Admitting, for the ſake | 
of argument, the whole of this aſſertion, does. it 

_ juſtify France in her open attack upon Holland, 
who had not the moſt diſtant, connection with 
the members of that treaty ?—Or does it excuſe 
her for her infidious ac of hoſtility againſt Great 
Britain, who equally abſtained from all inter- 
ference with it? Should the ſins of Germany be 
viſited upon the children of Great Britain and 
Holland? Mr. Erikine;ſhould have recollected. 
that unleſs the premiſes of an bypotbeſis are in- 
diſputable and ſolid, the concluſions to be drawn 
ſtom them muſt. be ſpurious and abſurd. He 
ſhould haye confidered, that unleſs he could 
prove that theſe two Pos ers had : any dir ect or in- 
direc, ſway. in that. treaty, the grounds, upon 
W 88 "which 


(6) 


which he fixes his defence of France muſt be 
weak and untenable. It muſt not, however, be 
forgot, that I have granted merely pro tempore, 
the exiſtence of this treaty; I find however, that 
Mr. Erſkine's argument deſerves no advantage 
from this indulgence. I muſt, indeed, confeſs 
that it is totally foreign to our ſubject, but as it 
is a topic of much political ſcepticifm, 1 may, 1 
hope, be permitted to declare my real ſentiments 
reſpecting it, which are, that my doubts of its 
exiſtence, amount to diſbelief. 'E frankly « own, 


4585 


that I have heard a great deal ſaid of this famous 


{1g} 1 11. 11 
treaty of 'Pilnitz . ; ; mut as s frankly : avow, that 
e e 3 | Y have 
$3. FAM SHIHIBSS nion 


y 


 ® 7 have often been aſtoniſhed /at"the triumphant mans | 
ner in which the exiftence of this treaty has been proclaim" 


ed by the advocates of France, as a proof of that league 
and diſmemberment which reduced lies to the neceſfity of 
vniverſal War. This aſtoniſhment is not à little increaſed 
from the reflexiqn, that, at no time has it been alleged by 
F rance herſelf. Toft her defenders ſhould. ftrenuouſly ene 


100 


deavour to throw a vel over her indefenſible aggreſſions is 


not, certainly, a ſubject of ſurptize, but that they ſhould 


totally unſupported by proof, was not within the range 
ef the wideſt expectation. The moſt egregious inconſiſten- 


ey, however, betrays itſelf not unfrequently ameng the 
ſupporters of a ſyſtem. This partition treaty is affirmed by 
one claſs of her advocates to have been concluded in July 

1791, 
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1 kave ver yet ſeen the man who could d vouch 


„ K 


for its genuinenéſs, much leſs who had the: auda- 
city to infinuate that Great Britain "and 
were concerned in l it birth” and 1 am 
8 | | = | 


1791, at Vit » "whilſt by bali it is afferted to have 
been concluded i in Auguſt 1791, at  Piſmitz, "This i is a 8 
tradiction which even Jacobin fophittry bas not dared cither | 
to defend or to explain. 10 ſuppoſe | that the * ſame | treaty 
(of diſmemberment) would be figned in o. different 
countries, and in two ſequent months, would | be an ; abſur- 
ty diſgraceful. to common ſenſe. "The treaty "of TRI is 
aid to ave been concluded and Aged by W "Emperor 
rob ia.” this Pander is 
mot eric de as the Nitrate of a Soyereig 1 15 never, in- 
terchanged with thoſe of the miniſters of the Princes with 
whom he is treating)— by Prince Naſſau” - on "the e part 
of Ruſſia (it muſt be obſerved, that this is "not, the 
name of the perfonnage it is intended ito repteſent ; that t the 
Prince of Naflauis'a F renchman, a Foreigner 3 in Roſſa, a and 
conſequently incapable of figning any treaty in the name of 
the Empreſs, or of filing any diphmatic Situation unde 7 her 
government, without a breach. of a rulé of 5 opted 
at her acceſſion, and invariably obſerved « duri ns the whole | 
of her reign ; ; it is not unworthy | of notice. too, oat * 


j 
1 
o '4 
* 
i 

i 

5 14.5 1: 

2 

5 
bi 

i 
40 1 

[) 1 
85 ) 

8 \ 
Ll bt 
a” Th) 
# . 

= '% h 
1 . 

Þ | 
.- thi WH 
* 

[i 

4 (Fi 

il 

9 4 
2 [ 

U 4 
1 
\ 1 
Oey (Al 
. 
he 
44" 
k U 
o 
. F 
4 well 
"Vi 
- 1 
| 
. "nz 
{b4 
1 1 
„I 
3 
* 

I 
7 1 
o 38 

i | 1 

. * 


= 


— — * — 
— * 


et — r —— 
2 — * — == —_— 
— — - — EE 


— 


Prince was not in Italy during the Herr 179f e be 
was in that very month Ja EET in "th 
with the Ruſſian flotilla) by 6 Eb Flo 99208 Janca”? £4 


- the part © of Spain. & (at this tim 271 Palin ur Kii niſter, 
owiftg to the duties of His Office aye 5 20 
kingdom) — and by Bifehöpröerder PX: kf aft er 
% Praflia”” (the only om bf theſe ited Pleripteatine f 
* Vide Debrents SBS apts; ape 7. 


who 


(6) 

elined to believe, that, had it been within 
the range of poſſibility, there are not wanting 
amongſt us men, who would, were it merely to 
ſupport. their naked aſſertions, gladly have feized 
. the 
| who was in [tely in 1791, but who was not then at Pavia, and 
who undoubtedly ſigned no treaties there, or elſewhere, with 


any Ruſſian or Spanith miniſters.) The inconſiſtencies with 
which this treaty is loaded, are, indeed, too glaring to me- 


rit notice. I ſhould have paſſed, them by in ſilent contempt, 


bad I not known with what exultation it is frequently pro- 
claimed as a juſtification of the conduct of France. It 

not, however, be uſeleſs to remark, that theſe inconſil- 
tencies, groſs as they are, dwindle into inſignifcancy when 
compared to the ſtupendous abſurdities contained in the pre- 
| tended articles. But as I have ſhewn the rottenneſs of the 
fabric, it little matters what reptiles it contains. 1 cannot, 
however, omit to notice the indecent effrontery of the Editor 
of theſe papers, in daring to affert, that this treaty was ac- 
ceded to by Great Britain and Holland, in * March, 1792, 
when it n may de recolleRed that the King of F. rance ſent Mr. 
Chauvelin i in May, 1792, charged with a letter tha 

the King of Great Britain ** for the public marks of afefion 
« he had given him, and for his ſtrict adherence to neutra- 


40 luy. * This affertion on the part of the Editor being 


ſelf-deftruRive 3 is perfectly innocuous to the Britiſh cauſe. 
Nor ſhould I have expoſed it, but in the hope of preventing 

his more incautious readers from fwallowing 1 ſo poiſonous 
a bait. Munz then Soi the abſurdities which adhere to 


4198 


which ſeems indeed di he che eee in the public 

* Vide Debrett's State Papers, page 1. 

t Vide-ditto, page 3. 
F = mind, 
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the opportunity of deſcribing its ſeveral features, 
| | and of proving beyond the power of reſutation, 
| that Great Britain and ber. ally were. exthenats 
real PO or that they were ſedulouſly inſtru- 
819099 Jas | W maeental 


10 


1 100 
mind, not t that the 1 . 8 ever been diſclaimed, though 
its praiſes have, perhaps, of late been leſs frequently chanted. 
The cauſe of this prevalency is obvious. ©' Confeious 
of the abſurdity of the former treaty, they had recourſe 
to a moſt, dexterous but petty artifice, —to decline all enu= 
meration of the new-fangled plan, for the d deſtruction (as 
they affirm) of the conſtitution, and for the diviſion of che 
territory, of France; and conſequently to elude the graſp of 
criticifm. This is a trick at once contemptible and uſcleſs; 
Unce, as they have inj judiciouſly omitted, it is more than a 
preſumptive proof that they are unable to declare its com- 
ponent parts. What but inability. would prevent them 
from producing the proof of that treaty, upon which they 
reſt the virtue of their cauſe, whoſe validity 3 is by ſome de- 
nied; and of whoſe ſecrets ® Great Britain has ſoletanly de- 
clared her total ignorance ? Would, not France herſelf, if 
ſhe were capable, particularize with rapturous avidity that 
treaty, which is affirmed to have been for the plunder of her 
dominions, and. upon whoſe condemnation-the juſtice. of 
her cauſe neceſſarily depends? And is not the omiffion, of | 
i beneficial a proof a ſtrong cauſe to to ſuppoſe, it never 

| exiſted ? ? To be brief. This treaty is the ſame with that 
| of Pavia, or it is not.—If it be, it has already received 


See Lord Grenville's Note to Lord Malmſbury, dated zoth 
Ab 1797, and publiil among the papers of the W 
Liſle. N 
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mental in obſtetrically bringing it into liſe. Tt 
was indeed, to be expected, that Mr. Erſkine 
ud produce the proof of that charge, of which 
he has, hitherto, made but the aſſertion; ſince 
upon an affair of ſuch awful moment, general 
| 232 is not to be grounded upon vulgar 
repor 51 prove: a negative, is a taſk of ſo dif- 
th a nature, that it will never be required by 
liberal men. I ſhall, therefore, not attempt it, 
but content myſelf with avowing, that as the 
ſtrongeſt. reaſons. induce me to doubt its exiſ- 
tence; and as Mr. Erſkine has not been able to 


afford me any proof of its validity—a proof ſo 


indiſpenſably eſſential, that its abſence ſhakes 


the whole fabrie of his doctrine; candour ob- 


liges me to think its exiſtence, and all the re- 
mri rag ebe e E 


{36 I 16, 


* , Little elle * dreams, [4278 
: 8 Conjectures, fancies, built on nothing firm.” 


nen TOR Tit ve not, it muſt be owned, that 
from the recollection of the falſchood of their former idea] 
treaty, and from their ſuſpicious neglect to deſcribe its ſe- 
veral items, and to prove by whom it was ſigned and con- 
ch.ded, it amounts nearly to a demonſtration, that it is merely 
a vicious fiction invented to: caſt unmerited obloquy upon 
the nations of Europe, and to afford ſome colour to France 
in her licentious aggreſſions upon neutral ſtates, 


F 2 


68 ) 
30 
But though I 2 admit the exiſtence of 
the tredty of difmemberment of Pithitz, con Con- 
Ulided' as it is mid, by Fur of the” continental 
wers, I would not wiſh'to deny; that a treaty 
was entered into by Auſtiia and Proffia. "This 
real treaty was, however, totally different in "its 
nature and deſign from the pretends * ny 
mention of it is irrelevant to Cr ſübzedl, foine 
apdtogy may, perhaps, be requifite for the Fe- 
marks neceſſary to ſhew, that had not am inter! 
feretice with the diſpute between Auſtria” ati 
France been precluded” by the ficred duties uf 
neutrality, it would certaftly bave bebt pres 
vented by a conſeiculnefs of its mutig. That 
retnarks ate, however, in ſome degfee Tendefed 
neceſſary by Mr. Erfliut's Ebnfürb '6f var der. 
g elining all interference, e t Was: elitrbateſlꝰ He 
ſays, by France but. 'haugtitily" refund td 
which thalt merely reply, that he dhe Ak 
firm that it was demanded by Auftrin; which" 
alone proves" that” it would babe been . 
fenffvel) obttutive,” 1 Fein 


* 10 tor 19 Of ,2577C o 
criminal. YO! + 10“ Tiefs Stirind 
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This tieaty months cenFo tes. 
aer the Royal Family o of 1 had been“ in- 
* h ſulted 


* 
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0 5509 it; * Ii} 111 8 „ 28 f BY ! } | 
filted by the moſt indecent outrages :; 8 after the 
King's. Palace of V erſailles had been forced, his 


* 
Nate 


zu ards butchered before his eyes, and bimſelf and 
family imminently expoſed to the danger of afſaſ- 
ſination by a layleſs rabble; after he had been 
ignominiouſſy preyented, by the dreadful vio- 
lence of a hired mob, aided by the national guard, 


from {pending the day at his palace atf St. Cloud, 


and detained in lingering ſuſpenſe for three 
_ horrid. imprecations, and murderous threats,— 
After inceflant tortures drove him to the excu- 
ſable,” though dangerous plan, of flying with his 
family from his ſavage. perſecutors ; after he had 
bean led back i in demoniac. triumph, and over- 


he; had been violently Rripped of all his accuf- 
tomed and merited prerogatives, and of thoſe in- 
ſeparable | fi rom. ſovereigns. After all thoſe horrid 


crimes, the Emperor of Germany and King of | 
Pruſſia farmed the virtuous and chivalrous plan 
of uniting their forces, to cruſh the ſyſtem of 


* Theſe took place as dy as 1789, and W 
N e ee et et 


anarchy 


FA 


, heayier chains; after, in a word, 


" (10). 


atiareby which was deſolating France; and which 
khreatened their own and every country of Eu- 
rope; and to compel a gang of rebels to liberate 
their captaive King, and to reſtore him to that 
authority which every impulſe of his benevolent 
mind ſo peculiarly deſerved. To ſuppoſe that 
they were actuated by views of iperſobal aggran- 
diſement, is a ſentiment at which candour would 
have ſpurned, even had it not been belied by 
notorious fact: ſince no ſooner had the King 
accepted the Conſlitution, and appeared reſtored 
to a ſemblance of liberty, than the whole of the 
plan, (which had merely exiſted in idea) inſtantly 
evaporated. | The wavering Leopold, notorious 
for his abhorrence of war, thought this a favor 
able opportunity to creep out of an alliance, 
into which he had entered not with à rgſolute 
and propitious ſpirit; and inſtantly prochaimed 
that ** the perils were no longer preſſing: as the 
& late events gave hopes of better times“ 3 
conduct, (though perhaps now tu be Wine 
by France) neceſſarily rendered the views of Fre- 
deriek totally ineffectual, E it will not be denied, 


5 * Extra from. the Kelle dtpsteh of the aulic Und 
be Chancellor, Prince de Kaunitz, to his Ir mper! rial N Ma- 


| jeſty s Miniſters at foreign Courts. "Dated, 1enna, No- 
yember i, 1791, : 491 


however, 


(A) 


however, that it was an unequivocal, and incon- 
teſtable proof of pacific intentions towards 


the Cabinet of Vienna, that the Elector of 


Mayence (who was intimately acquainted with | 


its views) confeſſed to the Marquis de Bouills, 
when the French declared war againſt Auſtria, 
ſome time after the death of Leopold. You 
© are very happy that the French are the ag- 
Fertllors otherwiſe you. would have. had no 
war.“ 
44% 10 9lodw | 
Tbeir da to ſettle 0 W diſ- 
ſentions of France, and to protect an injured 
Monarch, had it been carried into real effect, 
would have been completely juſtified by the 
principles of former policy, and of the law of 


2 b 
, 111 , £3 4 1 
Wag uy 5 1 
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nations. To ſhew that ſuch conduct would not 


have been unprecedented, one example will ſuf- 
fice.—In the ſixteenth century, the Spaniards 
ſent aſſiſtance to the chiefs of the League, and 
to K King, the Cardinal de Bour- 

For an en * continental politics, at this i impor- 


tant epoch, and particularly of the treaty of Pilnitz, I 
would preſume to recommend the peruſal of the Marquis 


de Bouille' i Ws „Memoirs . to the F rench Revolu- : 


tion,”? Bk 
Fs. e 
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bonveribis, ibdudyiicapetily! Ini „ 
tab er that a King does not loſt cs quality 
F merely by-thedoſs of his kingdom (orbyithe 
mou, ) f honis gripptu of it unjuſtiy hy an 
uſurper, or by rebels, i preſerviis dus tights; in 
the number of * alliances; 43 
M180 Slotesten nie flo yimodadgna 
— aur mare 
immediate conſideration. The woſſel had long 
Fabeen full; one drop ſuperadded, made the 
© waters of bitterneſs overflow,” $.yhich haue 
ever fince deluged the garten of Europe. Theſe 
ſbrocious and ſanguinary barbaniaris; not con- 
tent with having torn ffom their ill-fated Sort · 
reign, every legal prerogative and pwer / iet 
Tatisfied with expoſing the fallen ani dagraded 
majeſty of Louis, to the ſcoffs;andi{derifionsibf 
4 grinning mob, thirſted like witb cannibal for = 
thefeaſtiof human blood; and gorged theinfelves 
with the gore of their murdered Monarth:5Viias 
ſack:d:deed to be looked upon with ſupine; apa- 
thy by Turrounding nations Wounded Humä- 
nity ſorbud it! Could dhis Country, renowner = 
For-caguifite ſenſibility, nd! goperous: backing, 
ebe ce l, Tate 
De 


2 
{ Zick 


3 (73) 
be: harflened+ to the atrocity of fo. bheinous o 


oviine ? Could we, with ſafety} have cone: 


tion / any longer with that polluted fountain, 
whoſe inſectious waters poiſoned the love of 
every moral duty? Would it have been deco: 


tous ũn us to have continued in a ſtate of ami- 


cable intereourſe; and in an interehange of 
neighbourly offices, with a lawleſs banditti, 


whoihad- committed greater enormities than ever 


hefare ſullied the page of hiſtory; and who 
eonldidefy tho-annals of all time to produce any 
thing donjpardble:to their bloody atehievements? 
Would it not have been a tacit approyal of fach 
unheard of: orimes, to: have continued in the 
bonds f fellowſhip with revolutionary ſavages 
who had prdelaimed war ngainſt all ſocial order; 
ho hub tllus trampled upon all laws human and 
divine] atdb whoſe) principles, now carried into 
pindtinz and urpwneil with ſucceſs, were inſepa 
mBlyrratiebdedþy their defolating ſatellites 
Prdſeription9! Rapine, and Maffacre 2: Was it 
aqt imperiouſiy demantled by prudence that we 
ſhonldiavoid all/ commanion with that Tropho- 
iniawceave ?/1\Abthat awful moment when guunt 
Tgbellion-bad:quittedbis:den;:and with gigantic 
ag ſtelking over France, rn 
MY - 'S 


(74) 
high mounds of rigid neutrality and completo 
ſeparation, could have prevented us from falling 
an eaſy prey to the wild and blood - thirſty mon- 
ſter. When Great Britain ſaw France agonized 
by inteſtine conyulſions, and writhing with the 
torture of complicated diſorders, ſne watched. i in 
filence the approaching criſis: It came. — I 
preſervation warned her to ſhun then dendly 


ſpring which cauſed her neighbour's diſſolu- 
tion. 21 5 cr 1 21} 3 I I HULL ASH oO 


18 we, wich ſety, b has upon . 1 ec 
ality with a people, who had groſsly violated a 
conſtitution which th ey had ſo recently vaunted 
to be the model of perfection, and which they 
had ſolemnly ſworn to maintain with the moſt 
religious exactneſs? Could we count upon a 
day's exiſtence in union with a gang of deſpera- 
does, who had hurled religion from her ſacred 
. throne, and had aſſiſted their grim Moloch 
< Homicide” in uſurping it? Could we com- 
mune with this new ſet of cannibal - philoſophers, 
whoſe principal tenets were that Inſurrection 
ſhould be conſecrated as the moſt! ſacred: duty. 
»The ptinciple baths by La opal, © and a adopts 
1 the National nee THE 

TI 290 1 aong w. Js, That 


(75) 


„That ſolemn and public feſtivals ſhould be ee 
lebrated in honour of the baſeſt eriminals that 
the mere poſſeſſion of property was hoſtile to 
the publie good that opulence merited - the 
moſt ignominious death and that private wealth 
ſnhould be confiſcated for the benefit of theſe 
ſyſtematic anarchiſts.—A ſect which had - wal» 
lowed in atrocities, which defy the power of lan- 
guage to deſcribe, and at which, in the words 
of Shakeſpeare, The face of heaven glowed 
* with horror?“ Would it have been decorous 
in this country to have remained in the bonds 
of fellowſhip with a ſavage horde, who, not 
content with deſolating their own country, 
puſhed their exceſſes even to the length of vio- 


lating the rights and invading the territories of 


their peaceful neighbour, and our faithful ally ? 
Theſe heinous orimes, cauſed in this country, 
ſuch ſenſations of horror and diſguſt, that his 
Majeſty felt himſelf obliged to declare, that 
A their ambaſſador could no WEE be el 
E to reſide here/” + 
AUUDSDILLL * | | [5 
* But thooghthe 1 ee France 
bad, conftrained, big. Majeſty to, adopt: this pe- 
2599S To the ſoldiers ſet at liberty from the gallies, and the 


agar N Niſmes, and Arles. b 
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cefi ary, thou gb difagreeable, meaſure, it was 


om 


by | no means cenſurable by France, nor could 
it be conſtrued, twiſt and Ferrer it as you. 


114 


pleafe, into a proof of hoſtilities. S0 far from 
being capricious, it was indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
and ſo far from being hoſtile, it was undenia- 
bly pacific : lt is natural, indeed, * ; Jays Vat- 


5 A IF 14 


tel, „and very agreeable | to the "ſentiments 
which nations owe to each other, that thoſe rer 


0 THE 3 = 


ſident Miniſters when there i is nothing 2 to fear, from ; 
their ſay, ſhould be friend) ly received: but if there 


* 1 343 * 


be any ſolid reaſons againſt this, what, is for the 


OJ 9346! 1210 990 


good of the flate ought ungueflionably to be pre-. 
ferred ; and the forei ign Sovereign cannot take it 
amiſs, if the Miniſter who has concluded the af. 


Finne 


fair of his commiſtion,” (the preciſe caſe of M. 
Chauvelin, as bis powers were no longer r valid, 


3001 1 a 


owing to the murder of his Sovereign by whom, 
they were granted), Ly and has, no. Fon: = 


b "OE, 


ce fairs 1 to negociate, be defi red to de epart 3 He ; 


14111 


adds likewiſe, that © republics have often very 
> good reaſons, ſuch as relate to the conflitution of a 
government, and the fate of a nation, to exeuſt 
« theinſelves from '6ontinvally uteri 1. foreign." 


| n inen who rt the citizens; Webs er 


Abe 55 2916.94 101 92630 bg 


#1 The come of a 19th Noyember was entirely of this 
un and, though not the production of a Miniſter, was 
infinitely 


( 


3 


get them over to their maſters, 10 the great Kr. 


* judice of 7 the republic, and fomenting of Parties. J 
« 'Theſe” he affirms 0 would be more than 2 


6e Saen for viſe and provident rulers to diſmiſs 
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10 U be afrtion of Mr. Erſkine, that the di. 
Wk; "if M. Chauvelin was a direct interference 
with thei internal affairs of France, let us oppoſe, 


then, „ 'the authority of this eminent juriſt. Whe- 
ther, the opinion of the latter, fortified by ſolid ar- 


Jas 19 fo — 0 


gumen ment, and by the teſtimony of common ſenſe, 
be preferable to tl at of the former, totall un- 
ſupported by either, does not become me to 


I en ' : 
determine. ul without uſing this argumentum 
8 $8615 2 
ad yerecundiam, i it is ſufficient, for our purpoſe 
to now candour, indeed „commands us to ac-, 


ns of that although the diſmiſtal of hate 


mba mballador "will be "be found t to be one of the futile | 
ret aff gned as A  juſification of their decla- n 


tal '\ . 


ration of wat, * TY even they were not willing to A 
riſk fo IE "an afſertion. They affefted to >, 


Ao onde 24 at 1810 r 2a 0 


er dangerous, N the expreſs t of a G- 
% The erer of di, baus 400, it aug be 
1 N td L 2095 "hk infdious machinations. - 


He canhot be denied the merit ks been the z6hldus 
advocate for democratic 2 
ail 10 1nd 28 19dmovo A oath dt to 357 weltbeste 
26w ann 8 10 doοον,,jꝭů:wham zo ARYoA? n 
Vioziunnt : 
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| (78) 
eſteem it as an inſult, but did not forget them- 
ſelves ſo far as to hint that it was an interference 
with the internal affairs of their eoumtry. They 
would gladly have intrenched themſelves upon 
this ground, had they not known it to be inde- 
fenſible. This argument admits of a familiar ana- 
logy. If I ſhould find the viſits of a man dan- 
gerous, and fhould be driven to the diſagreea- 
ble neceſſity of ſhewing him the door, and of 
refuſing him the offices of hoſpitality, it does 
not neceſſarily follow, ſurely, that I muſt have a 
ſtrong deſire of entering into his houſe. Suech 
a concluſion would not be wk! Wr the 
_ of his intellect. | dad; 


% E0tGISHITY 51001 £00: 
'To have 8 in alete. amity With 
France was impracticable. To have blown the 
trumpet of war, though unqueſtionably juſtifia- 
ble, was not congenial to the mild and paeific 
diſpoſition of Great Britain.— There was no 
n at tenable, but armed * 
- 1190340020 170. 81 DS fino 
But we are informed 4 by Mr. Erſkine, hr 
« before this period (the diſmiſſal of M. Chauvt 


« lin): France was undoubtedly ſolicitous for 
6 Peace; tat the” "had done none'sf the acts 


Ihe MN elle Nolde 
* comp ained 


(79) 


< complained of in the correſpondence, until 
< her independence had been threatened by a 
& hoſtile confederacy.” She gave an unequivo- 
cal proof, it muſt be confeſſed, of her ardent 
deſire for peace, by hoſtilely ſowing the ſeeds 
of her revolutionary principles, and by the moſt 
flagrant attempts to excite rebellion in Great 
Britain, who cannot be accuſed: of having en- 
tered, in the moſt diſtant manner, into the 
conſederacy againſt her.——* She had prayed the 
& mediation of Great Britain to diſſolve Ont 
**.confederacy, and to avert its conſequences. 

And thus by alluring her into diſputes. — 


which ſhe had no concern, to make her aban- 


don thoſe principles of neutrality which ſhe had 
ſo ſolemnly vowed to maintain, and upon which 
France herſelf could not refrain from beſtowing 
a merited eulogy. „ She had diſavowed con- 
“ queſts and aggrandiſements, and the only feps 
« ſhe had taken inconſiſtent with that declara- 
tion, were invaſion of the territories of Princes 
« confederated, or confederating, againſt her.” 
She proved the truth of this diſavowal by the 
inyaſion of the * ns Venaiſſin and of 

e tote + hard ttt gr + Avignon, 


The G Venaifſin belonged to the Counts of 
Thoclosſe, when Raymond VII. ceded it to the Papal 


Chair, 


(6) 


Avignon, s the lawful and indiſputable poſſeſſions 
ol the' Pope, and by ſuppreſſing the rights, und 
mnie id ren of the German Princes 
in Altos and Lamas. Aud . nother"flp 
en ate: mit of uin, an W 


his ON the ue of Pen, 
' Languedoc to the Crown of France. Ge 1 
The city Avignon belonged to the Counts,of Thou- 
louſe and Provence. In proceſs of time it fell into the ex- 
cluſive poſſeſſion of the houſe of Provence; | The entire ſo- 
nr 1348, 


to Pope Clement VI. by Joan, Queen of Naples. and Comp- 
teſſe of Proyence. This alienation, it muſt be obſerved, 


was not the price of indulgencies, „ nor of abfoldtion'from 
fins; it proceeded inicherifogg hä dia ob Haenden bet : 
was à voluntary treaty, executed in in the preſence, and with 
the conſent, of her huſband Louis de Tarente; it was, be- 
 {ides, ratified by the ſanctioh of their Buser, the Emperor 
Charles the Fourth. The legality of chie act, therefore, 
wag beyond diſpute, and the lawful poſſeſſion of 1 it by the 
Pope could be denied only by that authority which recog- 

- nizes no other law than ſuperiority of arms. The profound 
Abbe Maury, after having traced, with his uſual hiſtorical 
preciſion, this, affair to its ſource; after having ſhewn its 
validity, and proved, beyond the power of refutation, the 
ow nerſfftp of this tity by the See of Rome, makes theſe ob- 
ſervations upon the flimſy attempts of anarchic pubboiſts 
to quibble away this ſolemn right, and to deny the validity 
of this /ahivient contract: ' Eſprit de chicane a bpuiſe, 
des long- tems, ſes plus ſubtiles combinaiſons, pour dẽ- 
* couvrir de nullites, dans ce 'contrat. Toutes les Agutier, 
gde M. Bouche: ap roprie modeſtement comme des de- 
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Ake d benennen inconſiſtent with this de- 


% glewtion?;.was a violation of the rights and 


territory of Holand—a country which Mr. Erſ- 
Kine will not venture to affirm either to © be 
_ © confederating, or to have confederated, againſt 


© her.” © She offered to reſpect the neutrality 


"of Holland ;“ arid realized this promiſe by an 


- 1% 404 „in; 12 #1 „! : 


infringement upon her treaties, and by : an uſur- 
"pation" of her juſt and acknowledged privileges ; 
x to diſturb the Government of Great. Britain.” 
The ſteps ſhe had taken, inconſiſtent with theſe 
"folethn'vo vows, were by ſending forth her inflam- 
matery 1 of the 19th November, to kindle 
inſurrection, and by ſmuggling into this country 


ber republican emilfaries for the hoſtile purpoſe 


801 of 
_ of raiſing rebellion. , 1 LE» 3 FRY EAN 
io 1oREO fins A WW 499 : 


beheben 5 of att not aue 


ba? 30! 
. 


fied with their infolent. and vinprorgked, ref 


whwituq Sine itt T6 een e 

Van e ee du trozfitme aa ne "Py en 

1066 us de den nigeter axjeurd! hui. — e Toutes les difficult6s que 

on a voulu (lever, contre la validii de ce * 1 ont 

ed g d ier emdimuntrer In Vgitinits.') . 

at. ———— of enja famJe. advares * the 

deſpome uſucpers. of France, was not, however, to be over- 
oome even * the 3 logic of the learned Abbé. 


G fions 


1 folemnly diſavowed every act or intention 


(82) 1 
fions upon Holland, reſolved, in their inſutiate 
thirſt for domination and univerſal rapine, to 
iſſue a decree which ſhould firike Europe with 
the moſt indignant aſtoniſnment:—a deeree of 
a nature ſo extravagant and prepoſterous, that 
the records of hiſtory cannot boaſt of any ex 
ample even of the moſt diſtant fimilitude. It 
may certainly claim the merit of barbarous ori- 
ginality. | | 


The heterogeneous crew who. tiled themſelves 
the National Convention, and who had inſolent · 
ly graſped the executive power of France, paſſed, 
on the 1ſt February 1793, a decree which de- 
clared war againſt the King of Great Britain, 
and the Stadtholder of the United Provinces. | 


How truly contemptible muſt it appear to 
every enlightened and reflecting mind when it 
learns, that the reaſons which theſe miſcreants 
aſſigned as the cauſe of this act, and for the juſ- 
tification of their ſanguinary reſolution to at cry 
« havock and let flip the dogs of War, were, 
principally becauſe we had ordered our Ambaſ- 
ſador to withdraw himſelf from France We 
had paſſed an act for oe eſtabliſhment of regu- 


A," Rs lations 


(83) 
lations reſpecting aliens we had thought pro- 


per to enereaſe our land and ſea forces we had, 
on hearing of the murder of Louis XVI. ordered 


* * to quit the territory of Great 


Britain. 


It is not, perhaps, irrelevant to remark, that Jong before 
the appearance of hoſtility, | F rance had determined upon war 
with this country, and although the diſmiſſal of M. Chauve- 
lin was the plauſible pretext for the commencement of hoſti- 
lities, it is zow well known, that America had been preſſed 
to enter into a coalition with France long before that diſmiſſal. 
To prove this, I beg leave to make an extract from a pam- 
phlet, written by Mr. Harper ;—an American, a Member of 
Congreſs, and a man whoſe well known attachment to the 
intereſts of America, and good wiſhes towards France (be- 
fore her late indecent and outrageous conduct towards Ame- 
rica) will ſecure him from the imputation of being a venal 
ſupporter of the Britiſh Government 

It is perfectly well known that ſhe (France) Ty Gince 


= formed, and ſtill purſues with the moſt Ready perſeverance 


«a ſyſtem of aggrandizement in Europe; for inſuring the 
„ ſucceſs of which, it is abſolutely effential that the mari- 


76 time power of England ſhould be reduced. Germany . 


yo oppoſed barriers to her by land, which were alſo to be re- 


% moved. Accordingly Germany was to be divided, and a 


« maritime coalition formed againſt England. Of this co- 
- _alition the United States were to form an important part ; for 
« though we had no navy, it was known that we had the 
<« means of ſpeedily forming one; and that when once en- 
<< gaged in the war, we ſhould be obliged to exert them. 
The great number of our merchant ſhips, in the mean 
« time, the fill, numbers and enterpriſing character of our 
66. beamen; the abundanct of provifions and naval ſtores in 
; G 2 46 r 


1 
1 
J 
j 


_— 


Rs i Wd iy mt ng Io = x : 
"4 þ 


1 

— 
I 
2 
Xx 
7 
A 


(84). 
| Fi Ley 0 einen 2 
Britain. Theſe were the prominen t features 


& Tet 


(the others are, indeed, too puerile to merit 


30. 111 


notice) which characteriſed | the Report of the 
Committee of General Defence, 1 upon, which the 


declaration of war was founded, 


The need againſt the Stadibglder « of 
the United Provinces, were, if poſſible, Mill 
more > ladierous. He had treated with contempt 


þ* "T4 40101 0 
* our country; the convenience of bur harbotrs; and, 
above all, our vicinity to the Weſt Indies, where; the 
«© commerce and navy of England are moſt ſuſceptible of a 
% deep and deadly wound, would have rendered us a'moſt 
<< important ally in a maritime war againſt” that power. 
** To cut off our commerce with her at the ſame time, the 
importance whereof to her, though certainly great, has 
been far over-rated by France, would greatly aid the blow. 
« Accordingly we find, that as ſoon as the Republic and 
the power of the Jacobin Leaders were eſtabliſhed,” and 
« before the war with E neland commenced, M. Gene was ſent 
„out with expreſs inſtrutions to bring about 257: tlllakte An 
„ have been affured by a gentleman who, Wenn 
acted a conſiderable part in the Convention, but ; has fince 


tit 
ese viſited America, that this maritime coalition was ear 7 


«' deviſed, and that © nothing was Wanting to Its cbmple- 

«« tion, but the conſent of the United States!“ e, That 
cs conſent,” he added, with an air of Jene which 

«four years have not Ta able to way, « « was APPLIED 

*" FOR AND WAS REFUSED," D i ban oft Sin 

| +1 3; anne. A on the: Diſputes between 
the United States and France, page 85. 

' the 


; WE 


the agents of France—he had. welcomed the 
emigrants—and, to crown the whole, .he had 
commanded an armament. by ſea, appointed an 


Admiral, and ordered the Dutch veſſels to join 
the En gliſh * 


Had any thing been wanting to exhibit to aſto- 
niſhed Europe, i in the moſt clear and undiſguiſed 
manner, the bloody determination of this © Sty- 
© gian Council,” to riot in univerſal war and deſo- 
lation, it had been amply furniſhed by this memo- 
rable decree. War, it ſeems, is declared againſt 
Great Britain, becauſe ſhe had taken the neceſſary 
precautions to prevent herſelf from being overrun 
by ſwarms vf rebellious marauders, who viſited 
her for no other purpoſe than to aa the ſame 
tragical part they had performed, and were fill 
performing, in all the pride and pomp of ſuc- 
ceſs, in their own country: precautions which, 


as T have before obſerved, were provided by the 


ſimple regiſtry of name and place of deſtination, 

| which was an irreproachable and indiſpenſable 
meaſure of national police, and to which we are 
indebted for our preſent domeſtic tranquillity. 
Becauſe ſhe found it abſolutely neceſſary, after 
* — the lawlefs ravages of France 
8 ah __ "oF . upon 


Nr. 
—— — 


(86) 
upon her ally Holland, to ſtrengthen and aug- 
ment ber ſorces by land and ſea, for ſelf-preſer- 
vation againſt foreign attack. And becauſe ſhe 
had, after having viewed in fearful filence innu- 
merable acts of the moſt heinous atrocity com- 
mitted by France againſt her own peaceable in- 
babitants, after having beheld her; in her wild 
freaks of oppreflion and rapine, trample upon 
the lawſul rights of neutral nations, and, in a 
word, conduct herſelf in a manner abſolutely 
deſtructive to civilized ſociety, wiſely determined 
to hold no further connexion with the poiſonous = 
fountain of regicide :—a determination which 
could be fulfilled only by the recal of our own 
RG and the n of theirs. EW: 168 
ria the W we \ a it 3 
becauſe he had (as they allege) welcomed the 
perſecuted emigrants; (men who for their loy- 
alty and love of order, were ignominiouſly hunt- 
ed from their native country, and who were not, 
in fact, owing to apprehenſions of jealouſy on 
the part of the French uſurpers, treated with 
that compaſſion and tenderneſs which their mi- 
ſeries implored ;—men ſor the alleviation of 
whoſe diſtreſs every . heart ſo eloquently 
palwKseaded!) 


(87) 


pleaded l) becauſe he had vexatiouſly treated 
the French, patriots; (fo far from this being 
true, they were treated with too much lenity 
conſidering the danger of the principles they in- 
duſtriouſly and ſedulouſly diſſeminated;) be- 
cauſe he had ſet at liberty ſome fabricators of 
falſe aſſignats; (this declaration is alſo falſe; 
for as ſoon. as the accuſations appeared to impar- 
tial and upright judges; to be well-founded, the 
delinquent was puniſhed in the moſt exemplary 
manner.) Becauſe he had armed ſhips to act 
conjundtly with Great Britain; opened a loan, 
and oreated obſtacles to the French trade. (The 
only charges which are ſounded in truth; but 
the crime will not, I believe, be judged by the 
reader to be inexpiably atrocious, when he is in- 
formed. that the violalion f the Scheldt had then 
been 1 committed. 155 
a 8 then, that war was declared 
-againſt us upon theſe groundleſs reaſons; when 
we beheld them glory in their wild and deſo- 
lating conduct, —a conduct ſo accurately de- 
ſeribed by Grotius, that one would imagine he 
had been living to witneſs it; — be ſays, Vide- 
bam per Chriſtianum orbem vel. barbaris gen- 
. G4 * tibus 


( | 688) 


60 tibus pudendam bellandi licentiam: Wie- 
auf nullis a de canis ag arma procurrt, quibus ; 
7 7 "Lp ſur ptis nullam jam divini, nullam humani 
juris reverentiam, plane quaſi uno EDICTO AD. 
© OMNIA SCELERA EMISSO FURORE :"*—-when 

vue reflected that the continual injuries ſuſtain- 
ed by this country from the deſpotic uſurpers of 
France,, as well as the unprovoked aggreſſions 
committed upon our faithful ally, would have 
been juſt cauſe for a declaration of hoſtilities on our 

| part : did not juſtice command us us to We 
arms in our own defence 


: A 
* £ d Ss 
* 4 % 


And tell n rods” 
How Britain's ſons and Britain's friends can fight?” 


When we * the a ſolemn treaties ig- 
nominiouſly violated, and neutral countries law- 
leſsly ravaged.;—when we recollected the nu- 
merous attempts to introduce into this country 
their terrible principles of civil violence, and ir- 
religion ben we beheld them aſſiduouſy 
endeavo; gr to root loyalty and allegiance, ſrom 
the minds of Eogliſhmen, and to plant in their 
place anarchy. and rebellion ;—when we found 
them, anmated with the hopes of ene 


Auf 4 Frolegomena ente Bel, ac Pac, | 
147 over 


(020) 
over us with abſolute ſway, and of reducing 
Great Britain to the abject ſtate of a Gallic pro- [ 
vinee: were we to fall proſtrate on the carth ' 
and lick the feet of — — 


1 I had arms | 
| Had wealth, dominion. Def thou wonder, A 
- That I fought to fave them! What if Ceſar aims 
Io lord it univerſal o'er the world, ſhall the world 
Tamely crouch at Cæſar's footſtool ? 
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Are theſe ſentiments, to uſe the word of 
Lord Bolingbroke, © which any man, who is 
« born a Briton, in any circumſtances, in any 


« ſituation, ought to be 1 or "AO 7 
ce 0 e e 


The motives,” "ſays Dean Swift, that may | 

e engage a wiſe Prince or a ſtate in war, I take 
« to be one or more of theſe : either to check the 
dangerous power of ſome ambitious neigh- 
« bour; to recover what has been unjuſtly taken 
from them; to revenge ſome injury they had 
ce received; (which all political caſuiſts allow) to 
« affiſt ſome ally in a juſt quarrel ; or laſtly to 
4 defend themſelves when they are invaded.” 
In all theſe caſts the writers upon politics admit 
a war to be juſtly untlertaben. 1 highly juſt, 

| then, 


e e A „ 2 : - 
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then muſt that war be, which proceeded from all 
theſe cauſes collected and amalgamated into one 
coloſſean maſs : which according to Livy, de- 
fendi, repetique et uloiſci fas eſt ! Though, per- 
haps, their advocates may captiouſty tell us, that 
the laſt was not realized with reſpect to us, yet 
it will.not be denied, that it had been fulfilled 
towards our ally, which is undeniably the ſame, 
and that ſo boundleſs and rapacious were the 
deſigns of the enemy, that we had the, greateſt 
reaſon to apprehend an attempt. After ſuch a 
chain of enormities, and injuries, no man will 
ſurely perſiſt in the obſtinate and ignorant de- 
termination to the * juſtice and are ir 


i Protea eitowing 
* If any ia Proof of this had. been wanting, it 
might be found i in one of the charges brought as again Briſſot, 
MP was, it may be remembered, at the time = the e rupture, 
one of the principal rulers of the Convention. The awful 
charge exhibited againſt him was, that nz had been the author 
| of the attack upon Holland and England. A fact of this nature 
Is 1 a hundred arguments, and clearly demonſtrates to 
the ſimpleſt underſtanding, that their aggreſſions were fo 
Palpable that even 7hey, themſelves had not ſufficient audacity 
to attempt the denial of them. It dit plays, belides, a Haw 
grant contradiction to the bold, but unſupported, affertions 
of their Britiſh defenders.—It was reſerved for them to ad- 
vanee fallacies, from which the moſt frontleſs hireling of a 
Roberſpierre or a Briſſot would inſtantly have ſhrunk. The 
Gallic, uſurper did not — to deny or refute the charge 


of 


. (9) 
of the conteſt: they are ſounded upon a baſis 
which all the arts of ſophiſtry and prejudice are 
unable to 'demoliſh. Such blind pervicaeity 
ought not, indeed, be combated as abſurd, but 
pitied as inſane. It muſt be confeſſed, in truth, 
that a man who is not an execrable enemy to his 
country, will admire the unexampled peaceful- 
neſs of her diſpoſition, which could confine the 
ſword in its ſheath, when it might juſtly have 
been wielded in puniſhment of inſults to our- 
ſelves and injuries to our ally; and which would 
not permit it to defend her rights till all hopes of 
tranquillity were chaſed away by an unmerited 
and wanton declaration of war. Such a man 
will naturally reflect, that if France can be juſti- 
fied in the eyes of her Engliſh advocates, in her 
innumerable acts of unprovoked rancour againſt 
both theſe countries, whilſt the peaceable diſpo- 
of aggreſſion, but contented himſelf with endeavouring to 
prove, that it did not originate with him, but was ſolely 
to be aſcribed to Roberſpierre.— This circumſtance alone, 
forms an unanſwerable reply to the flimſy declamations em- 
ployed in diſproof of the juſtice of the war. : 
It i is confeſſed by Briffot, (in his Appeal to his Conſtitu- 


ents, page 60). that s at this ame, «a determination had been 
made to brave al Europe.” | an* 


ſttion 
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ſition of Great Britain is condemned as provok- 
ing boſtility ; language is inſufficent either to 
characterize the groſs and prejudiced inconſiſ- 
tency of their conduct, or to deſcribe the juſtice, 
neceſſity, piety, and wiſdom of that war which 
was abſolutely forced upon Great Britain for ber 
protection from the rude and ſanguinary attacks 
of an implacable enemy. It ought not to be a 
queſtion of controverſy, —The ſelf-evident teſti- | 
mony of incontrovertible facts proves, that it is to 
be aſcribed ſolely to the unprovoked aggreſſions 
and inns inſults of tyrannieal France. | fr 


But, fays another claſs of the cenſurers of the 
war, with an affectation of triumph, (for upon 
this queſtion the oppoſers themſelyes are materi- 
ally divided), war is not juſt unleſs it is ablolute- 


TILE 


ly unavoidable ; and a nation which ſeeks repa- 
ration for injury, or ſatisfaction for inſult, by a an 
appeal to arms, is culpable ;—unleſs ſhe has tried 


1111 16 


to adjuſt the pending diſpute by amicable 1 . 
ciation. We chearfully admit the truth of this 


11 


hypotheſis; ſince, fo far from tending to | weaken 


(as it is intended), it greatly ren gidens the e et uf. 
tice of our cauſe, D697 ON I 
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A ng 2: 


In confiderin g the juſtice of thiakerious charge, 
we muſt in the firſt place obſerve, that upon this 


ſubject a moſt ſtrange inconfiſtency has betrayed 


itſelf. It wat proudly affirmed * M. Le Brun, 


It bas ; been confidently aſſerted by the opppttion 
of this country, that an interview was requeſted 
by this gentleman, who (as they allege) was in- 
veſted with powers to negociate, but was refuſed 


by the Britiſh Miniſter. [Theſe contradictory 


and repugnant declarations merit no other no- 
tice than to be declared unfounded. They are 


both equall 7 and notoriouſly falſe. M. Maret was 


char rged \ with no miſhon on the part of France. 


1097 
He came over to this country merely to ſettle 


ens affairs « of the Duc d'Orleans. An inter- 


214 10 1 
view, however, certainly took place between him 


and Mr. Pitt, owing to a deluſion which was 


practiſed upon both. When Mr. Pitt was in- 
formed that an agent from France was arrived, 


and wiſhed to ſee him; in the hope that the 
French Miniſtry might have repented of their 


hoſtile conduct, and that he might be charged | 
with a pacific mitten, he readily aſſented to an 


interview. He ſoon found, however, that he was 
totally amauthorixed by the Executive Council to 
5 | commune 


(094) 

| commune with him, or any other of his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters. The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer was, in truth, on this oceaſion, moſt in- 
ſolently deceived. It is but juſtice, however, to 
own, that both were the dupes of a third perſon. 
The confeſſion of M. Maret ſhould cover with 


ſhame (if men, who are in the habit of advancing 


unſupported: aſſertions, could feel: ſhame), the 
aſſertors of ſuch. falſe and malicious inconſiſ- 
tencies, Betrayed into, an interview by the du- 
plicity of a friend, be frankly avows Je n'étois 
< point agent ſecret. e nlavois -autatt/eiion 
ni miſſion, et j'ai dit la aan en le declarant a 
« yous et à Mr. Pitt.“ The Britiſh Miniſter, 
anxious to avoid a rupture with France, by all 
the means compatible with the honour and ſafety 
of his country, and conſcious of the malignant 
diſpofition of M. Chauvelin, expreſſed, in tliis 
conference, his chearfulneſs to treat with him 
(M. Marei) as a confidential perſon from the Exe- 

cutive Counoil. The. latter, ſincere! y deprecat- | 
m boſtilities between the two countries, mt 
patched a Cal rier to Paris, to requeſt t thi c neceſ⸗ 
ſary authority to treat confidential y. With the 
Britiſh. government: His YiftuousYehgns were 
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baffled. For M. Chauvelin (whoſe conduct had 


ſyſtematically evinced an ardent wiſh to render | | 
the breach between, the two countries irrepair- 9 
able) inflamed with the moſt ferocious jealouſy = 
at the favour which this country ſhewed to the 1 
i 


advocate for peace, implored the French Minif- 
ter to blaſt his ſalutary endeavours. His prayers _ 
_ were, unfortunately heard. M. Le Brun and his 
ſanguinary colleagues, determined that their 1 
long · formed reſolutions to plunge the two coun- 4 
tries into the moſt acrimonious war, ſhould not 
be fruſtrated. by ſo philanthropic a defire, pre- 
ferred the advice and conduct of M. Chauvelin, 
who had invariably adted agreeably to their 
wiſhes. They not only reprimanded M. Maret 
for his pacific attempt, but poſitiyely forbad him 
to enter into any explanations with the Britiſh 
Miniſtry, and ordered him W Me to v return to 
Hu 511 S it ie el Paris. 
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. Win not I1 known the eagerneſs with which A er 
lers ſeize every thing which ſeems favourable to their cauſe, 
and torture it till it quadrates with their arguments; I ſhould 

have deemed it totally unneceffary to obſerve, that ſoon af- af 
ter this recall, M. Maret, in the hope of effectin efting a conclli- 
ation, returned to this ' country, in ſome degree with che 
ſanction of France. After having waited, however, -Kweek 


in anxious ; and daily N rde of Renn inſtructions, bis 
III“ IAH 03 1913830: II 1 +1191 -8 mon "> rond 
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a untried, for the attainment of b 
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Paris. He was s commanded to announce that 


M. Chauvelin was the only one authorized by 


France to enter into diſcuſſions on national aT 
| fairs, So numerous are the inſtances in which 


they aggravated injury by the moſt ſtudied ats 
of inſult, that it ſeems almoſt unneceſſary 0 
mention that the very day (iſt February, 1793) 
which had been appointed ſor a conference to be 
held between Lord Auckland (by the expreſs 
defire of his Court, in the laudable determin ation 

to leave no ſtep, conſiſtent with the nitionial 


tion), and General Dumoutier, was carefully 


choſen for iſſuing. their wanton ot of 
> #3..# 1 Fo fa” 
War. | 


44 * 


ſecond and laſt attempt at peach was rendered” abor- 

tive, ſolely by the inveterate malignity of Fratice; in ſtudi- 
ouſly neglecting to give him thoſe inſtructions for hy. 
had preſſingly applied, and which were indiſpenſably re 

fite to the ſucceſs of his project. He conſequently teturned | 
to his country without having obtained any intercoutfewith 
the Britiſh government. From theſe inſtances, our avidity 
to ſeize every honourable means of averting hoſtilities muſt 


be manifeſt, It muſt be thus evident, likewiſe, "that had not 
the Executive Council been determined to avoid &very poſſi 


bility of amicable negociation, it would have eagerly ized 
is favourable opportunity of entering upon it, by tranſ· 


mitting the neceflary powers to a man known to each, coun- 


To 
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To vindicate Great Britain from this allegg- 
tion upon more notorious grounds. —It i is known 
to all Europe, that we carried on the negocia- 
tion with M. Chauvelin, even after we found 
that, the malignant ſpirit of France had induced 
her tq proclaim her flagitious decree ; and, like- 
wiſe, to make an unlawful aggreſſion upon our 
peaccable ally ; „ (which, a8 I have before re- 
narked, according to the bigh authority of 
Vattel, would have been juſt cauſe to diſmiſs 
bim) Theſe are inconteſtable proofs o of c our not 
being anxious to enter into the war. It muſt 
not be forgot too, that, upon our remonſtrating 
with the French Government, through their 
organ M. Chauyelin, upon the lawleſs rapacity 
of their conduct, we were inſulted 11 an anſwer 
at once frivolous and menacing. We found that 
they perſevered in their b of inter- 

ering with the affairs of other countries. We 
ſound that their decree of the 1gth N ovemhier 
vas till cheriſhed by their moſi marked appro- 
ation and ſanction: Aſter they diſcovered that 
ts truly alarming tendeney cauſed fuch a panio in 
the publie mind of this country, the-Jeaſt-they 
Could Hatte done was, to' promiſe Lt (fiot 
| that this could have 2 ur fears, though it 
& H would 
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would have been ſome extenuation of ein tall) 
Bat even this was not offered. It would:not/bnly 
have (defeated! | the great -purpoſe which othey 
ſteadſaſtly purſued general inſurremidn im every 
ſtateꝝ but would bave inſtantly poiſoned thoſt 
hopes, which: they bad long) nouriſned, and 
Which, at this very moment; they:flattered:tham- 
ſelves, were about to be crowned-wiith ſucces. 
The Convention was animated to purſue its; fan | 
guinary projects, by the illuſory aſſuranoe that 

the mine of revolt had been ſoo-fkilfully:dag an 
this country, that nothing was wanting but the 
application of the match by the:hand of France, 
to hurl the laws and conſtitution of Britain into 
one dreadful chaos.“ We ſound too, that they 

(ball petſiſted in their wanton oggreffions pen 
Holland, notwithſtanding its palpable inzuſtine; 
and we were boldly affured; that Frameri vmuld 
continue in the occupation of the Lom Coun- 
tries during the continuance ofithe way /(bwity 
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_ Cation whit g and the (thre! which = 
vizhPbeteeeſitiry for the Belgians to inſure and if 
eofifolidate (what they impudently-ealled) their 
libertyui M hrthis a:ſktiefatory apology. _ 0 
| Briddib>fov he unprovoed aggreſſion on 
ally, deen arb. told, that they ES n 
cont iotimiaggreſfion, and that they were | 
Anat uſurped ground during 4 
the indefitite}andbandefinable ſpace: of the cori- | 
vidbance offfhe vary and-til} they had ſucceeded 
in :thein diabotical attempt to incitecthe:Belgh — | 
Alis toſrgbelcagainſt their lawful:Prince 2: When H 
_ ,vrofvthritd thatthej! wouldinot recede fromitheiir ; 
divleſs{tirpation,/bubon ithe- contrary; wan- ö 
only tliseaten ed to maintain it by force of arma iq 
t04NecoGtatzon WAS UATIOAN END. Nothing #2 
;caniibewayia: diſpoſition; to paltry and technical 
Yophiſtrymoreforciblytlian to argue, that our re- 
fuſal) toodckriowledgs: M. Chauvelin miniſter ſi. 
?frani}the; French o Republic, : was unfavourable; to 
the happy iſſue of the negotiation. 28 the ſame 


Dosen rte qqo 13 aonοο n 


Aifpoſitien, an the part of France mi muſt have dic 
cetod then ame: line of conduct on the part of her 
Miniſter, he being merely the channel through 
"hich the exp expel reton o of that diſpoſit tion "flowed, 
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that conduct — alterable by a mere change 
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of name. Unleſs it can be — 
that, as accredited Miniſter from the Frëneh 
Republic, he would have advanced different 
elaims from thoſe he exhibited in his ame] 
tedged capacity, (which would be to confeſs} 
that in one of theſe caſes he muſt have been an 
enemy to the general intereſts of France; ) 
their argument is equally frivolous and abſurd 
It cannot be denied, that 0 far from refuſing, 
we kept open the negotiation till it was actually 
diſſolved by France herſelf By an/#vtlicious 
refuſal to make any ſatisfaction for paſt ijurres, 
and by her tyrannical declaration of att' inflexid. 
ble perſeverance in them, ſhe ſhut up the chan. 
nel of negotiation. For ſince the very object of 
9 is to terminate and reconeile beid- 


with dose the fi — — of cortatition 48" 10 
annihilate every poffibility of 'negotititioni/— 
France, conſequently, on this account, (forgetting 
for a moment, ber former aggreſſibe co, ut 
is, upon the principles of their o-˖E2 ofeed;! ew 
ſponſible for the war which became inevitable; 
from her refuſal to diſcontinue the/afts of vo 
lence which produced it. Theſe facts ars more 
than ſuffvientito —— puny ſophiſmis of 

thoſe, 
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i en in inſolent defiance of truth, 
eonfidently aſſert that this country- omitted: to 
haye-recourſe. to amicable. adjuſtment; and: to 
ſhew,. beyond the power of eee 1 
France was n the author oft „ 8 
ns i eg Tt So Kit Ser 
1 Joubtleſs/b pink that in 27 
attempts to clear away the rubbiſſi which has 
been ſo induſtriouſſy accumulated to prevent 


aur diſcerning © quo. fonte derivata clades;” I 


have entirely confined my endeavours to ſhew, 
that the war was, on our part, merely defen- 
ue; and that it originated n in the arge. 
Kain France. ft. . 
20 W * | 

pe Ar upon theſe cd own its 
zuſtice and neceſſity ſtand upon a baſis which 
demands the approbation of impartial men, till 


L. vill not deny, that it derived a conſiderable 


ſupport ſrom the reflection, that a political ſyſ- 
tem was adopted in France which threatened 
the peace of all civilized countries, and which 
particularly menaced the exiſtence of · our own. 


It waged univerſal. war againſt the laws and in- 


dependence of Europe ; it tore up by the roots, 


the **. orders of the church, and perſecuted 


H 3 religion 
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USE Tato extte,> the HOHE boty öf- its ergy;; 
56 {ndURouTly Entcitec revolt f ovary dg 
bourihe cbüntry; in 4 Woll, I Cheniffibtl aha 
pröphgatell the moft horrible ànarcffy Hat Was 
ever Jet IobfE from hell fer the" Aeftructiöff f 
every regular govertitent; - And Left u bltefnd. 
tiye büt ta cruffr 6-6 be ctüIIB Ed b biled 
57398 ee 192 of ονH40-e Jo ff] õοjÜxůoo 
We are not ti be fold thats anf GppeRttibnto 
this fytem* of France; tended dh οert the 
-ſuered prineiple of Hational-fündependeflbe AU 
man vin, for aii intünt, des Unt ir Wotße 
Peeulfar- privilege.; of every nation 40 SXErqUE,.A 
-fapreme- and hien ee de der 
down domains, Propideck ue abes not 1 5 . . 
"patibly with, the aft, of othet” Ades, Bat in 
the 8 thisobigh 
privilege, th there exiſts a code com petefft "the 


gf vas 9d 2190) 11 blur bak 


- puniſhment;of, ſo, aggrayaigd A\GAWts 4h St0 
e _ ound im the“ law-of neighbouchood- la 
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* This law is expreſsly defined h Mattel, 4 If uthen, 


chert s gay where N pation.of, @ reſſleſia aud miſchieumy Niſpoſ. 


1 ebene, way bead (4 Airis ar erg C elfe bei, Aller, and 
eto raiſe domeſtic troubles, it is not to be doubted. that 


av R A RIGHT To JOIN an ider to repreſs, chaſtiſe, and 


put - 
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£9:exal, and co · extenſive with the.life and. ſafety 
of Europe... It hecame indiſpenſably jeceflary., 
therefore, that this law: ſhould take cognizance 
of a ſyſtem, which, threatened with. deftruQion 
the whole, fabric of civilized Europe, It was, 
conſequently, à duty incumbent, upon Great 
Britain, ;whaſe-motto is (and I hope ever will 
de) N Humani mil a me alienum puto; being- 
beſides, a diſtinguiſhed; member of the great 
commonwealth of Europe, to exert every nerve 
to.enforce; this law, for the, annihilation of the 
Hmmon enemy. As this law ſpeciſically af- 
rms, that, BO; nuiſance ſhall; be, erected by. one 
tate to the prejudice of another, it was impe- 


- " 6 put it ever after out 511 7 power t to injure them.“ He illuſ- 
[txdtes this truth by informing us, that the conduct fol- 


e jby. TORIES King of Spain, ,was, adapted to 
Europe ſt him; and it yas from juſt ons 
9, © - 


Henry the Rl total the defign 'of humbling a 
;\<1$owet} formidable: by: its | forges, and pernicious: by its 


e Nee 9b09 S alte oe 3 
And fu 4e If L de any chat makes an a open pro- 


li eſflon of Plat, Jlict vnder fut, of diſpifing and vie- 
ves [lading che rrighta of tber, whenever it finds an opportunity, 


te the interefls of HUMAN SOCIETY will authorize all — 8 
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riguſiy required hy ſelf-prefervation, that Eurgpe 
ſhguld, as the Magiſtrate entruſted with, this 
| facred: and, important law, exact general; ohe 
| dience. to it; and, being at once ban aſſerter 


= and avenger of its rights, to dem . 

| tays and. terrific ſtrudture which, ER to, 

i craſh: every well-organized, Govergment.,, This 
1 important ſubject, however, has been treated 
with ſuch incompare dle ability, by writer, tor 
whoſe memory I am filled with the moſt pra- 
ſqund but melancholy venerationʒ ho long held 
the higheſt rank in the world of philoſophy and 

letters, but who. has now, unfortunately for the 
instruction of bis cquntrymen, and\theimprover. 
ment of mankind, left a chaſm, which will, 1 
fear, long remain unfilled ; that it were extreme 
arrogance to dwell: longer upon it: I-refex my 
readers, therefore, to Mr. *Burke's © Two Let 


In pieſuming to pay this humble tübute to the memory 

of this illuſtrious orator and ſtateſman, I am not influenced | 

by the extravagant eonceit, that cap,add to the glory With 
which his name is clothed by the unanimous opinion of 
competent judges. © I merely indulge my own; feelings. To 
do juſtice to that ſtupendous and almoſt boundleſs genius, 
to thoſe prodigious ſtores of knowledge, and to that unri- 
valied/ maſtery! over language, which he poſſeſſed, would, 
indeed, require powers of eloquenes granted but to few. : 
Vit magnus, acer, memorahilis fuit, et in cujus laudes ex- 
equendas laudatore Cicerone opus fuerit. 


© ters 
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ters on the Propoſal for Peace, with the Regi- 
*cide Directory of France,” from p. 112130. 


The lofty maxims of moral, civil, and political 


iſdom, at once ſolid and unanſwerable, which 
are there feen, muſt ſtrike with conviction 


the heart of every fair and unprejudiced man. 
IT have been induced to touch thus flightly upon 
this grand and momentous topic, merely with 

a view to ſhew, that had not the war been ren- 
dered juſt and neceſſary, by the unprovoked ag- 
greſſions of France; and afterwards ſtrengthened 


and edge by her refuſal to conciliate them 


by "negotiation; hir Jaw alone would have com- 
pletely "URBed us in defending our rights, and 


thoſe of eee Nun yl an en to arms. 


r 49539 

The writings of Mr. Burke,” ſays: Mr. 
Erſxine, (p. 118.) „have had great and ex- 

te tenfive influence in producing and continuing 


this fatal conteſt.” The former part of this 


0 


ſenter nce is fal ſe, Mr. Burke was not directly 
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or ae infirumental in * producing the 
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. E alben of ee e I appeal to an anthe- 
e diſpute. Had La mind,” (ſays Mr. Burke, 
in his Letter to a noble N page 79. 5 to keep that high 

T6: s* diſtinCtion 
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un „H' prung Lolchy ur om then ervel ambition 
And inſatiate raneour bf France To afflem the 
deontrary would be,; not only to oppoſe) naked 
uſfertions to notorious facts, but to vlothe him 
avittiithe glory (if there be any) which belongs 
olely! to Roberſpierre or to Briſſot The truth of 
be latter part it is the glory of his admivers to ad- 
mit. But it is not alleged ſurely as matterlof ac- 
euſation againſt this enlightened ſtateſmati It ig, 
in our opinion, the higheſt becaufſt juſteſtj eu- 
Jogy he ean pay himtno The ꝓerſpioaeious aid 
28quiline' eye ofscthis extraordinary man ſaiv 
(the thick black clouds) pregnant with the blaſt 
ee and death, condenſe, and threaten 
ub s 10 1G0HR5Kgt 2613. He ee ent 5 
" diſtinQion to myſelf,” (not that of inciting Great Britain 
to commence the attack, but that of firſt inſtigating — to 
defend her aſſailed rights, and to take vp che gauatet when 
i had. been inſolently thrown down) 5, as from gride 1 might, 
Habe ibm zuſtice I dare not &c, Sg Again, It 
* ould be a moſt arrogant preſumption in me to affume to 
| 4-myſelf the glory of what belongs to his Majeſty, and to 
e his Miniſters, and to hig Patliament, and to the; far 
greater majority of his faithful; people; But h IL. Hood 
alone to conſult, and that all were determined to be 
46 guided by my advice, and to follow it eee 1 
ee ſhould have been the ſole author of a war. Conditional 
promiſes have hot hitherto been eſteemed ſynonimous with 
W 1 . 9 21 dino uli toi! WE © 
EN WY Winsen GA fff Spier org eus 
9 MY ; GLAS n 13 SAN MAN Nas 


(t 


us with qverwhelmingileſtruction- He fore- 
tolditlie ſtorm that was} brooding over dhe face 
of Britain, and ſummoned all the vaſt powers of 
his eapacious and opulent mind, to Warn her 
ofiher imminent danger, and of the neceſſity to 
prepare ſot the impending blow. With powers 
raiſed the voice of his ſublime genius, to ſoothe 
the warring elements of diſcord and faction, and 
to rouſe her injured ſons to the mighty conteſt. 
He ſucecedei and continued to illumine, by 
hs brilliant rays, our dreary paſlage through the 
gloomy dangers in Which we were (and il are) 


involved and thaugh in the evening of his life, 


he ſhone with all the ſplendour of a 2 
> 1 1245 R 138 1 ales x 
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ode Pen never chntemplate the ee e TOP "Y 
a Fre preſcience of this' univerſal genius, without be» 
ing deeply affticted at the reflection, how: each ſucceeding 
2 to vie with its predeceſſor in fulfilling his early 
0 Predictian of that deſtructive brood of crimes and miferies, 
Were ef all revolutions; built upon the 
bring of all human uud divine la ws, and formed as che ſport 
ocofcathleiſmp rapine, und wahtén maſſacregn) which are let 
_ 1 tooſt-o/ſeourge and devour the whole human race; and 
withbut reflecting · in how eminent a degree he poſſeſſed that 
'[1tulenty at whidli Cicero himfels expreſſes hisvaſtoniſhment : 
Neſcio quomodo inhæret in mentibus quaſt Scculonum gusddam 
2: augurium FUTURO RUM—idque | in maximis ingeniis altiſimiſque 
animis exiſtit maximè et apparet facillimm. 


Convinced 
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Convinced as Nr. Burke was, in common | 
ith all other men who are willing, to difrobe 
themſelves of party prejudice, and, to ſee, in 
their true light, the tyrannical aggreſſions « of 
France, that juſtice exacted that we ſhould 
take up arms in our own defence, he performed 
the nobleſt office of patriotic eloquence, in ani- 
mating us to a war for our exiſtence as a nation, 
and inſpiring us with a magnanimity to protect 
our rights againſt the lawleſs rapacity of an in- 
veterate foe. He ſtruggled with the corruptions 
of party, and the ſhrinking timidity of ſome of 
his countrymen, and, like the ancient orator® 
of Greece, rallied their ſcattered ſtren gth, 8d 
raiſed their drooping Piri. 


— 


It i is, doubtleſs, highly incumbent upon every 
man whoſe mind, unclouded by the ſhades of, 
party, will permit him to meaſure the magnitude, 


q | 433+ .$334 


of t the impending danger, to root out of more 
contracted hearts every grovelin 3 and ſelfiſh 


144484 ; 11 811 


ſentiment, : and to excite a | vigorous co-opera-. 
| $.; * 4 $ 24 F208 2 111 


770 in the common cauſe. —This i is a taſk which 


ele Wbode telduel Adee n 
2 that dajes dane; vnw<03 000 © 
Shook th? arſenal and fulmin'd over Greece 

To Macedon and Artaxerxes Throne.“ 
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public v virtue is indiſpenſably bound to-perform: : 


—none executed it with more religious fidelity | 


59171 


than this venerable orator | But though weak 
and way vering minds might ſtand in need of the 
invigorating ſupport and animating encourage- 
ment which his magnanimous wiſdom fo tranſ- 
cendantly enabled him to beſtow, ſtill ſuch was 
5 the ſelf-evident Juſtice of our cauſe, that the 
moft illiterate man in the nation, who had any 
regard for his perſonal happineſs, and the wel- 
fare of his country, felt himſelf animated with 
the fitmeſt determination to reſiſt, with his life, 
the unmerited aggreſſions of the enemy. a The 
reſentment of ii injury does not require the incite- 
ment of eloquence, or the information of wil⸗ 
dom. It is a ſenſation implanted ; in the human 
breaſt—it i Is deeply written in the heart of man 
by the finger of nature—it is admirably c deſcribed 
by Cicero, as © non ſeripta, ſed nata lex, quam 
6. non di dicimus, accepimas, legimus, verum ex- 
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60 haturk ipsd arripuimus, bauſimus, expreſlimus, 
«424 1 quam non dodh, fed; facti, non. inſtituti, 
di fed imbuti ſumus: : ut fi vita noſtra i in aliquas 
« inſidias, ſi in. vim, in tela ant; latronum aut 
i mimicorum ineidiſſet; amnis fongſta nally { _= 
6 od e pro Milo. 07 
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jen. 9 of, the. war.““ Nothing,” ſays be, © is 
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e than to falten the charge of corruption or olly 
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ho contributed to its propagation.” 80 far 
um I from imagining that its origin can be traeed 
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tc tion or folly, contributed to its propagation ;”” 
— that in ſuch a momentous caſe, not ts diſſuade 
was to encourage, and to encourage was to be 
inſtrumental in producing thoſe calamities, which 
are its inſeparable concomitants. There was 
no intermediate ſpace which he could poſſibly 
occupy : to declaim againſt it would have bęen 
an wneguivoral proof of his diſapprobation of it : 
— to preſerve ſilenee was undeniably a more than 


preſumptive proof of his conviction of its neceſ- 
ſity and juſtice. It is, however, no difficult taſk 


to account for this ſeeming remiſſneſs and in- 
conſiſtency of conduct —he was aware that the 
premiſes upon which he could build any argu- 
ment were unſound and untenable; and that 
dis feeble voice would have been loſt amidſt the 
indignant clamours of .an injured. and inſulted 


people. 


It is thus manifeſt that we had no refuge from 
inſtantaneous and ignominious ruin but in that 
kind of war which, for its virtue and juſtice, is 
ſanctioned by ancient wiſdom . uſtum bellum 
-< quibus neceſſarium, et pia arma _— nulla 
« ' niſs in armis relinquitur pes 
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| CHARGES OF DISASTER AND DISGRACE CONSI- 
DERED. 


Y 


Ax no war can be long carried on with- 
out being attended with partial hardſhips, 
is a truth which unfortunately cannot. be de- 
nied. The barometer of diſtreſs, however, is not 
a general fixed and immutable index.—lt riſes 
or falls according to the lightneſs or heavineſs 
ol particular and incidental Circumſtances. As it 
is not difputed that ſome degree of calamity is 
the inſeparable concomitant of war, little credit 
is attached to the diſcovery, that it has not ab- 
ſented itſelf from the preſent. What is univer- 
ſally known cannot be ſubject of aſtoniſhment. 
Little fame is derivable to a man from the diſco- 
very that gay and feſtive peace, does not attend a 
the car of grim and deſolating war. The only 
enquiry, then, which intimately concerns us, is, 
whether the diſheartening and deadening procla- 
mation, which is ſo inceſſantly bellowed in our 
cars,. — that diſtreſs and diſgrace have, in fheir 


1 ? utmoſt 
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utmoſt latitude, been conſtant companions of the 
preſent war, iſſues from the ſacred temple of 
truth, or whether it is the fallacious aſſertion 


and ſenſeleſs rant of deſigning and . 
minds. 


There is a ſwarm of men, it muſt be obſerved, 
continually buzzing in the political atmoſphere 
of this country, whoſe optics-are ſo miſerably 
diſtorted, that they either cannot, or will not, 
ſee things in their true and real ſtate. They 
are perpetually repreſenting the gay face of their 
country, as a ſcene of deſolation and woe. 'Theſe 
men, either from a perſonal jealouſy or hatred 
of the Miniſter, or from an unnatural diſaffec- 
tion to their country, aſſiduouſſy labour, to per- 
vert the judgment of their leſs informed and un- 
ſuſpicious countrymen, and to taint their ſuſ- 
ceptible minds with the fatal contagion of ſedi- 
tion. They feel themſelves amply compenſated 
for their exertions, if they are able to corrupt 
their loyalty, and © turn all their politics-awry?” 
The joyleſs viſions of theſe malignant perverters 
ſhould not, certainly, be hailed as the teſt of 
reality and truth; they ſhould be deſpiſed by 


ndour-as the dangerous precepts of "rebellion, 
by — en infeQious um of 4 nen 
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The ſucceſs or miſcarriage of a war, is a quief 
tion of ſo verſatile and undefinable a nature, 
that it defies the powers of ingenuity and wiſ- 


dom to invent an invariable eriterion, by which 


it may be judged. It is, neceſſarily, and en- 
tirely, dependent upon the cauſe of its origin; 
andi although it is a fubject which affords ample 


trous ſophiſtry, ſtill it muſt be confeſſed, that 
no man ſhould preſume to paſs judgment upon 
fo momentous a theſis, without having carefully 
inveſtigated the effects it has produced, and 
without ſedfaſtly keeping in remembrance the 
primary cauſe of its commencement. As effects 
can be judged only by a conſideration of their 
cauſes; ſo can the productions of a war be ſolely 
and rightly weighed by a reflection on its origin. 
This is the teſt by which every war ſhould be 
judged. When I reflect upon the cauſes which 
Forced us into the preſent war, I am led to re- 
member, that it did not originate in the hope of 
eonquering a peſtilential iſland, or in the deſire 
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of enriching ourſelves with the ſpoils of a neigh+ 
bour. It aroſe from the important and lawful 
motives of defending the violated rights of our 
ally, of puniſhing unprovoked indignities to- 
wards ourſelves, and of checking. the influx of 
principles dangerous to our exiſtence. | 


It is a contemptible and petty triumph to an- 
nounce, that the war has been expenſive, and 
productive of conſiderable inconvenience ;—it is 
only giving us the new and important informa- 
tion, that gigantic labours are conſtantly attend- 
ed with ſome degree of difficulty, and that coſt- 
ly purſuits are not in their nature  expenceleſs. 
This is one of thoſe puling arguments, that are 
only born to ſcream and to die. To ſuppoſe that 
an object of ſo ſtupendous a nature, as undenia- 


bly is war, can be purſued, for any length of 


time, without ſome partial evil, and even pinch- 
ing hardſhips, were idiotical. What is not at- 
tainable ſhould not be expected. To complain, 
then, that the golden days of unruffled proſpe= 
rity do not ſmile upon us in the iron times of 
war—is only telling us, that war is not peace; 
and ſeems equally prepoſterous as to feel irritated 
that vernal bloſſoms do not flouriſh in Autumn, 
or that autumnal fruit is not produced by Spring. 
It 
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It ſhould be conſidered, whether theſe troubles 
are ſeyere in proportion to the magnitude of the 
danger, and whether it be not the part of wiſ- 
dom chearfully to endure them, when they are 
proved-to be indiſpenſably neceſlary to the pro- 
ſecution of a conteſt for the preſervation of our 
neareſt and deareſt intereſts. 


— 


f It cannot but be remembered, that, at its firſt 


dawn, the comet of the French Revolution 
(which, from © its horrid hair ſhook peſtilence 
«© and war,” and: © with fear of change perplex- 
ed monarchs”) was hailed with rapture as the 
riſing ſtar of liberty; and, that w/e men aſſem- 
bled from various parts to pay it their earlieſt 
adoration: though it roſe with fiery aſpect, and 
threatencd inſtant deſtruction to every kingdom, 


ſtill was its faſcination ſo powerful to many, that 
they continued to greet it the harbinger of pe- 
rennial bliſs the cynoſure of perpetual peace. 


So numerous, indeed, were its feryent admirers 


in this country at the commencement of hoſti- 
lities, that loyalty ſeemed, for a time, to have 
been ſeared from her ſeat, and rebellion, ſeemed 


i: to Gee throne. Bube Ell 
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At that memorable ara, ſuch was the ſermen- 
tation of the public mind, that numerous aſſa⸗ 
ciations were publicly formed, and factious ſo- 
cieties barefacedly eſtabliſhed, for the * 
purpoſe of altering the Conſtitution of our 

Country; it is equally well known, that they 
had entered into an open, ayowed, impudent, 
and audacious correſpondence with the uſurping 


Government of France; that their object was no 
-Jeſs than to aboliſh the ancient ſtructure of dur 
auguſt Conſlitution, and to build in its place a 
foul, hideous ſyſtem of impiety, anarchy ant 


maſſacre, exactly ſimilar to that which was de- 


ſolating France. This dangerous conduct aall - 
ed for the indiſpenſable vigilance of the civil 


power to check its rapid progreſs, and to endea- 
-vour to craſh it by the lawful puniſhment of its 


abandoned proſecutors. I ſhould willingly have 


omitted to touch upon this moſt delicate Paiat, 


had T not found myſelf involuntarily urged h 
- the triumphant manner in which Mr. Erſkine 
takes every opportunity of alleging that, as ſome 
of the deſperate members of this wicked faction 
were pronounced guiltleſs of the crime laid ta 
their charge, the cauſe for which, they were tried 
Was juſtifiable . ae en He tells us, 
ee ee e that 


p Wigs . R 
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that not a man had been then convicted, for any 


4 treaſon againſt the State, though the laws have 
& been new caſt and manufactured to reach 


s caſes, which the venerable inſtitutions of our 


5. forefathers did not touch: and 0 conſpiracy 
te againſt the Government had then, or has to this 
& hour, Been detected. 


I have eyer conſidered the character of an 


acquitted man, in ſome reſpects, as ſacred : it 


may claim ſome exemption from the lieentious 
freedom of public diſcourſe; it cannot, how- 
ever, lay any reſtraint upon private opinion, 
Feeling the truth of theſe reflections, I would, 
at all times, rather paſs over in filence, than 
enter into a painful examination of ſo tender a 
ſubject as theſe acquittals. But when I find 
them vauntingly diſplayed as a topic of triumph, 
love of truth compels me to examine the grounds 


of ſach exultation. It cannot be denied, that it 


frequently happens, that, owing to various and 


incidental cauſes, (ſuch as, for example, the want 


. of + o n witneſſes) the charges exhi- 
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14 © Unius reſponſio teſtis omnino non audiatur, was 
the declaration of the civil law, and though diſdained by 
France, has been ſanctified by the approbatiog of all civi- 
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bited againſt a man may not have been clearly. 
proved, and that he conſequently eſcapes the 
puniſhment which would otherwiſe have fallen 
upon him; but nevertheleſs, that ſufficient guilt; 
may in the courſe of trial manifeſt itſelf to prove 
that the malus animus, — the evil intention, though. 
it eſcaped with difficulty the gripe of juſtice, ex- 
iſted in the fulleſt force: — does it neceſſarily 
follow, then, that from the. mere. circumſtance 
of the man's acquittal be is to be eſteemed per- 
ſectly innocent, and that he has an undoubted. 
right ever after to boaſt, that his virtue has baf- 
fled the cruelties which unjuſt power wiſhed. to 
infli& upon bim ?—By no means. And although 
it is not denied that, according to the technica-. 
liiy of law, acquittal. implies that the man is 
guiltleſs of the crime alleged againſt him, and 
cannot be made to ſuffer, hereafter, puniſnment 
for that offence; ſtill it muſt be ned, that. it 
is nothing more than a prgſumption of moral. in- 
nocence, and that it does not infallibly, carry 
with it the force, of demonſtrotion. A.caſe way, 
indced, happen, in Which a man is accuſed. of 
murder, but, owing to a deficjeney of unambiy, 
guous proof, the charge fails of being brought 
home to him, and he is conſequently acquitted ;., 
yet, in the courſe of his trial , inconteſtable proofs 


preſent 
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profent themſelves of his commiffion of burglary, 
or other inferior erimes: — does it then follow, 


Faſk;' as a neceſſary conſequence; that, owing to 
his acquittal from the firſt enormous charge, 
theſe leſs important ſtains are to be for ever 


wiped'off, and the man is to be nn a _ 
nnn ie 


* 


been convicted ſor any treaſon againſt the 
ce State,“ ſtil” he is informed by the dictates of 


his on heart, that, although from the extreme 
difficulty of proving the overt act of treaſon, aſ- 
ſiſted by other collateral cauſes, the accuſed eſ- 
caped the imputation of 7 raitors, and the conſe- 


quent ignominious puniſhment; yet, that the 


moſt irrefragable proofs teſtified that the moſt 


flagrant” conſpiracies” exiſted for the utter de- 
ſcruction of the whole body of Britiſh laws; civil 


and cecleſiaſtical; and that edition was viſibly 
exerting herſelf to undermine the foundation of 


the Britiſh" Conſtitution. It is an undeniable 


fact, ſo unequivocal was the atrocity of their in- 
; tentiöns, that, men en 9 0000 eluded 
25 the 
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wading give it as my Gpihibnz 5 though pain- 
fal is the"tafk, that, although Mr. Erſkine is 
correct in his aſſertion, “that no man had ¹hn 
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the. arm of juſtice, from the difficulty attending 

its: identification, ; ſtill ſadition ſo manifeſtly. and 
even triumphantly appeared, that, had this been 
the charge made againſt them, ſo undoubted 
was their guilt, and ſo evident was this crime, 
they could not have eſcaped condign puniſh- 
ment. With what juſtice then can Mr. Erſkine 
make the declaration, * That the object which 
gave the real offence was virtuousand laudable ?”'* 
To me it ſeems abſurd, unleſs it be meant to 
proclaim that a cruel and unnatural attempt to 
back in pieces our venerable parent—the Bri> 
tifh Conſtitution, ſhould be eſteemed the infalli- 
me FOE of filial piety 1 nn virus. | 


Here it is impoſſible, that a ſentiment of ad- 
miration ſhould not ſtrike acroſs the mind of 
every man, upon reflecting on the unexampled 
mildneſs of the Engliſh laws. Though the ma- 
lie of the deſign was but too viſible, yet, as the 
charges could not be elearly and unqueſtionably 
| proved, the lau inſtantly became their tutelary 
goddeſs. She covered them with her ſhield ; 
the protected them from further injury. ' Theſe 
are inherent, virtues v which defy the juriſprudence 

* P. 20, a iis annnotogs . 
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of any country to exhibit a parallel : They form 
a ſtriking and glorious oontraſt to that inferng] 
juſtice in France, (whoſe cuſtoms, manners, and 
conſequently code of laws, theſe very men were 


- Arriving to introduce), which, after the example 


of Rhadamanthus, makes the infliction of pu- 
niſhment a n * to the examination 
« wilt, - 


What 1 "a 1 is not. unfortunately, 
2 mere aſſertion, It is an undeniable fact. And 

in order to prove the truth of Mr. Erſkine's 
afſertion, that © no conſpiracy againſt the Go- 
vernment had then, or has to this howr been de- 


| tected,” I would merely recall to his recollec- 


tion the exiſtence of the Correſpondingꝰ Society, 


(of which theſe acquitted worthies were mem- 
- bers)—a heterogeneous mixture of the dregs and 
ſcym of the community, collected from all parts 

of the kingdom, and attracted to one point of 


Pniog, for the undiſguiſed purpoſe of demo- 


"+ T'by no means wiſh to avail myſelf of the powerful 
ſupport to-my argument, which the recent Report of the 

-Seeret Committee af the Houſe of Commons affords, as 1 
do not feel myſelf authoriſed to draw concluſions from any 
"other 1 pr emiſes than what were common Fo Mr. Erſkine, and 
| petoxious to Aer, So *: 
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| Tiſhing the glorious edifice of the Britiſh Conſti⸗ 
tution; and of raiſing from its ruins all the hors 
rific calamities and ſyſtematic cruelties of the 
; — a ee in France. * 

Nor could Mr. Erſkine be unn when oY 
was aſſerting, that our apprehenſions were en- 
tirely groundleſs, and that the utmoſt cauſe of 
alarm conſiſted in a few libels, written by a few | 
% miſguided individual,“ that, not only a few 
miſ] guided individuals, but every member of the 
. Correſponding Society (undeniably a large body 
of men, not to mention their perfect concord, and 
union, with other gangs of Seditious Conventi- 
clers) without a ſingle exception, had given their 
ſanction to the following poſitions: (L ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with ſelecting a few, to ſhew to what 
length they puſhed Rn" _— inſolence)- — 


in this country, though it is much zalked OW x 
no ſuch thing as a Conſtitution exiſts,” of eder | 
did exiſt; and conſequently the people have 4 
Conſtitution yet to form. — That, The right of 
war and peace reſides i in a metaphor ſhewn in the 
Tower for fixpence or a ſhilling a piece. It is 
audaciouſly aſked, © * is this metaphor 
— 5037 called 


( 125 ) 


called a Crown, or rather what is\-Monarchy ? 1 
Is it a thing, or is it a name, or is it a fraud ? 
Does it operate like Fortunatus's wiſhing cap, 
or Harlequin's wooden ſword ? Does it make a 
man a conjuror? It appears to be a ſomething 
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going much out of faſhion, falling into ridicule 1 
and rejected in /ome countries both as unneceſſury | 11 
: and expenſive.” That ariſtocracy is a mon- i | 
ſter.— That, The romantic and barbarous 1 


diſtinction of men into Kings and ſubjects, 
though it may ſuit the conditions of Courtiers, 
cannot that of Citizens; and is exploded upon 
the principles upon which Governments are now 
founded.” — That, The eftimation of the reyo- ' 
lution (they mean the glorious revolution of 
1689, not their grim and hideous gallic idol) is 
upon the wane, eclipſed by the enlarging orb of 


reaſon, (they exhilirate and rouſe the flagging 

ſpirits of their leſs abandoned fellow-conſpirators, — 

by aſſuring them that) © In leſs than another 4 
century it will go to the family vault of all the g F 
Capulets.” O incredibilem audaciam! O impu- | ; 
dentiam prædicandam! And, © That the bill of 1 
rights is a bill of wrongs.” I ſhall not deſcend 4 | 
to refute libels ſo outrageouſly atrocious, and ſo. 1 
Papen ues: They beggar invectiye. 'Tleave. ji 1 


(60 
tbem to the ſober: reflection of every well born 


mind. They clearly refate however, Mr. Erſkine's 
affertion, that, No _—_ wat the Go« 
vernment . mn i ty 15: 
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' T will not permit it wt t to razed, ike Mr. 
Erſkine, when he affirms, that, The laws have : 
been new caſt, and manufactured to reach eaſy 
which the venerable inſtitutions of our fore- 
fathers did not touch,” has my allafion to the 
wo bilts found requiſite to be entted, the one 
ſor 9 , of, his i MAT, s perſon 
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which has been frequently raiſed againſt this moſt ſal 

and neceſſary law. Although Majeſty has no peculiar p 
rogative againſt the arm of fate, it is ſurely the — 
ple duty of a loyal and affectionate people, ts unte in hege 
exertions to form a ſtrong ſhield for its protection againſt 
the malignant arts of diſloyalty. Every blow levelled" at 
the head of the Sovereign is, in its effects, levelled at the 
national eſtabliſhment ; and it ſhould be ſerioufiy confidtr- 
ed, that the Father of a People ſeldom falls by the hand of 
rebellion, without involving the whole country in deſdlatfon 
and blood; Though it be poſſſble chat the tfratinicalt cone 
duct of a Prince, may be carried to fuch an intolerable ex- 
ceſs, that it may be juſtifiable, and even laudable; fot the 
Warr to riſe" in a body and depfe im, Kilt it east be 
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* attacks of wild and en- 
thuſiaſtic jacobins: the other for the ſuppreſſion 


proved that an individual has a right to do this: Whence 1 
does he actjuire his prerogative ? The boldneſs of Flavius 4 
the Tribune, ſo finely deſeribed by Tacitus, may probably | | 2H 
command our admiration, but his conduct muſt ever be | 7 
condemned. Dein poſtquam urgebatur, confeffionis 179 
gloriam- _amplexus, interrogatuſque de Nerone, quibus 9 
cauſis ad oblivionem ſacrament; proceſfiſſit:· Oderam te, in- ; ih 


quit; nec quiſquam tibi fidelior. militum fuit, dum amari 
tmeruiſti.  Odifle cœepi, poſtquam parricida matris'et uxo- 
xis, auriga, et hiſtrio, et incendiarius, extitiſt.. Though 
7 would undertake to plead the cauſe of the ſan- 

| nary tyrant Nero, ſtill Flavius could have no poffible 
— his heinous offence, as the perſon of the * Prince 
is in no caſe puniſhable by the hand of the ſubject.— By the 
Senate alone were his crimes to be judged: as was afterwards 
the caſe when it condemned him to be puniſhed more majorum- 
Had the attempt of Flavius been crowned with ſucceſs, he 
would have merited to be puniſhed as a traiterous aſſaſſin, 
ag the conduct of the Prince does not excuſe the moral guilt 


of the murdering ſubject. If then the crime be unpardon- 
| able in the caſe of this execrable deſpot, in what language | 8 N 
Mall we deſcribe the atrocity of that wretch, who would 5 
dare to lift his arm (che very augury is to he abominated), » 
againſt, a Sovereign, who is the father of his people, and the 1 
cCharacteriſtic of whoſe reign is an inceſſant tenderneüt mes Wil 
care for: eee. er Fefe Br 10 
* 31 2 1 ul, Pg 
*A mths Milpitas Eg? coma not rigidly VIE | oY 
ing, an Emperor, but commander of the army; (Imperator) he can- 5 


cannot however deny, that he was the head of the Roman Empire, 
which is ſufficient for my argument... is, 
Lov. | | 8 Upon 5 5 
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ol theſe ſeditious meetings, at a time when they 
were carried to ſuch 2 lengths, that 
„ e 


Upon this queſtion I cannot agree with Mr. Horne 
(Tooke], It was thought, * he ſays, a daring ex- 
preſſion of Oliver Cromwell, in the time of Charles the Firſt, 
that if he found himſelf placed oppoſite the King in battle, 
he would diſcharge his piece into his boſom as ſoon, as into 
any other man's. I go farther, (ſays Parſon. Horne), 
had I lived in thoſe days, I would not have waited. for 
chance to give me an opportunity of doing my duty, 1 
would have ſought him through the ranks, and, without 
_ the leaſt perſonal enmity, have diſcharged. my piece into 
his boſom, rather than into any other man's.“ He would 
vindicate this conduct by telling us, that :. the King, whoſe 
actions juſtify rebellion to his Government, deſerves death 
from the hand of every ſubject. In the caſe of rebellion, 
we would aſk him, Who are to be the judges of the actions 
of the Monarch? Are the capricious rebels themſelves, in- 

flamed by paſſion, and. by the artful machinations, of de- 
ſigning demagogues, and fired with revenge for real, or per- 
haps, i imaginary evils, (a lawlefs rabble, who one day may 
clamorouſly call for the death of their Sovereign, and the 
next may be diſguſted with their new and ſelf-created go 
vernors, and may glut themſelves with the blood of his mur 
derers.) Are they, we aſk, capacitated to judge in ſo difſi⸗ 
cult a cauſe, and in the poſſible caſe of the innocence of the. 
King, and their own wretched deluſion, t to rake their ſacri- 
legious hands in his bowels, and thus drown their country. 
in civil war? Or, are the leaders of a rebellion preſumed to: 


be calm and unprejudiced, Judges i—Mep who, rarely ſeru- 
pulous reſpecting the means by hic eee ſums; - 
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+- 


ln tte G of the people certainly conſiſts 


an Political liberty of a State. Their duration 
mit of their bitch and irtitated at the obſtruction which 
tlie exiſtence of their Sovereign forms to their deſperate de- 


figns, will eaſily accuſe him of crimes of which he is not 
guilty, or punim, by a cruel and unmerited death, thoſe 


rie defects from which humanity, however elevated its 
ſtation; has never yet been known to be totally exempt. 

Would any man, in the poſſeffion of his reaſon, conſult the 
ififolent and -anfetling Bradſhaw, or the audacious ufurper 


Cromwell, upon the innocence or guilt of the unfortunate | 
Charles? Or would they look upon the ſanguinary Rober- 
ſpierre as à calm and ſober judge of the alleged (certainly 


not proved) crimes of the ill-fated Louis? To deſcend to 


more commion'caſes,—In' the caſe of individal quarrels, does 
thelaw of England allow a man to be the judge in his own 


cudſe, and, in the moment of inconfiderate paſſion, to pu- 
niſh perhaps & trifling affront with inſtant death? Whenee, 
thin,” 
ſuperficial obſerver, a man's natural right,) the privilege of 
perſonally, puniſhing injury ſuſtained? From the wiſe and 
philoſophical conviction, that the beautiful definition which 


Ariſtotle gives of law ibe mizd without paſſion, is equally 
apptopriate'to a Judge ; who is fitted and qualified for the 


diſcharge-of bis ſacred duties, ſolely by the equal abſence of 


love and hatred.· As every country does not poſſeſs ſuch a 


deſpotie officer as the Juſtiza of Artagon, to ſcan with invi- 

dious and malignant eye the Royal conduct, what authority 

s to decide in the delicate, doubtful, and Hul caſe of rebel- 
| K 


"Fo 


8 
* 


this deprivation of (what may appear to a 


lion 


| 
| 
| 
( 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| wanton cruelty of ſome abandoned and barbarous deſpe 


(10) 


is eo: equal; deſtroy one, the other muſt fill. 


ee the remark of Coke is moſt 11 that 


| it 
r 2 rhe | ae. 
tion, calmly and clearly aſcertained. Such judges, after hay+ 
ing found from the moſt impartial examination and ſober re- 
flection, that the charges of guilt are well-founded, will not 


deliver up the royal culprit, as an animal to be baited, to the # 


but will award that puniſhment which i is becoming the ins 
Jured dignity of a civilized nation. Thus.abſurd then is the 
doctrine of A inherent individual right of infliing {pots 
tancous puniſhment ; and although Mr, Horne fortifies his 
argument by a declaration, which, L.truſt, no man who 
knows any thing of bis character and diſpoſition Will be 
inclined to diſbekeve, that ſhould ſuch | a time #4 rebels 
lion ſimilar to that of Charles 1K. ) arrive, lie mall be u 
free to act as to ſay,” ſtill I confeſs (though 1 by no means 
with to inſinuate, that my ſcepticiſm inelines me to doubt 
the noble feats of Mr. Horne's heroiſm, i in the cauſe of anti- 
Royaliſm) I cannot perceive that a man's deſerving puniſh, 


| ment neceſſarily furniſhes every other man with a full rightof 


inflicting it, which is the law Mr. Horne ſeems willing to lay 
down, and which would afford unbounded cope for "the 
wildeſt freaks of popular licentiouſneſs. To in. bog 


ue, bows 


A definition of this term may be found in the gote to page 12 
But it muſt be obvious, that this reaſoning cannot have any applica- 
tion to this country ; the Britiſh Conſtitution having in the moſt 
enlightened policy and profoundeſt wiſdom, withdrawn all reſponſ- 

bility from the Crown, and unalterably repoſed it in its ſer ami. 
A principle ſo peculiarly calculated to diffuſe vniverſal true liberty | 
cannot be ſufficieptly venerated. I am now conſidering, by the teſ 


of equity and reaſons. the general alg, of ihe cp (HEM being 


POOL rho eo 


= 


ci it is the phyſie of Government to let out 


corrupt. blood,” it muſt fill be granted that, as 
the very object of law is the prevention of crime, 
nen . dread n operates more for- 

| be 0 cibly 
ever, this point, dy a ſimple anglogy—Let us /uppoſe the caſe 


of Mr. Horne having committed an offence, for which it was 
thought, by the well-diſpoſed part of the community, that 


he deſerved death by the ignominious hand of the hangman; 


goes he mean to aver, that the mere circumſtance of that 
gelen would fully entitle. any man to the privilege of hoiſt» 


ing him 2 la lanterne? I think not. If then this rule be 
inapplicable to a private individual, how much more muſt 


it be with reſpe& to the auguſt perſon of a Sovereign, whoſe 


fall muſt natprally make the empire to its center. Who 


put a wild deſpot would dare to clothe himſelf with the 


Power of a whole nation, and, in the frantic hour of paſ- | 
fion, and Caprice, aſſume to himſelf the Hcence of perform 
ing an act, which is exclu/ively to be determined by the gee 


neral quill of a nation ?—This rule is, even in theory, pre- 
poſterous; 3 in practice it would be abſolutely intolerable.— 

1 lt is,” to uſe his own words, e the very extremity of fac- 
5 tion, and the Jaſt degree of wickedneſs,” 

The pious ethics of venerable ſages are generally taughtin 


the ſchools. I have not yet heard, however, that this law. 


Aas hen recommended in either of our univerſities, to the 


Kudy? and attention of the riſing juris conſults. I conjec- 
tute, chat it may 'be adopted in the new college of the 


airs bau. 1 has Ye ye oma God 1) been ingrafted 
105 I Can r ot, indeed, Pellibiy imagine What could have i in · 


* ſpired 
e State Trials, Vol. 1. p. 255. s 


E's + Locke, on the Human Underſtanding, B. 1 ch, X 


er NN "5% OP Par; 


( 182 ) 


good,“ it is the part of a wiſe Government ta 
endeayour to prevent, by the frightful image of 
ſeyere penalty, thoſe atrocitics, far which, when 
perpetrated, it is reduced to the melancholy 
neceſlity. of inflicting puniſhment. This wiſe 
and ' virtuous object is neceſſarily defeated,. if 
puniſhments are ſo flight that they are looked. 
upon with indifference and ſcorn. It js, there- 
fore, not only juſtifiable, hut highly Jaudable ig 
a stete, ta endeavour to meaſure the penalty 


7 
* & 
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ſoired this holy man = with ſo unhallowed a fentiment. Had 
he lived in the neighbourhood of Diana's temple, at Aricia, 
1 could eaſily have accounted for it; ſince we are informed 
that the murderer of the Chief Prieſt inſtantly became his 
*fucerſſer- This would have been perſonal ambition. But 
in the caſe of. Regicide, he could not ſurely have been vials 
ſed by ſimilar views; for notoriouſly ſpotleſs as may be bis 
character, and numerous as may be his friends among the 
Sovereign People, it was not within the range of probability, 
that be would have been inveſted with the imperial purple. 

Whatever may be the motives which gave birth to this de- 
claration, the knowledge that  Horne's ſituation, did not 
ys correſpond with his intentions” cannot have failed ta 
foe univerſal exultation. TELE TONES 


3 1 V8! DnB 
1 * Fanum in Tuco eſt, et perfuga, facerdo ibi conflituitur, qui 
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rdotem, ſud trucidaverit manu, ſtrictoque ſemper gladio' pa. 
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by the malignity of the crime. For, ſinee the 
fafety of the public is the ſupreme rule of all 
policy, and ſince the public is entruſted to the 
guardianſhip of the lat alone; the law is guilty 
of a criminal neglect of duty, and the public ſe- 


entity is imminently endangered, if meaſures 


are hot always taken to ſmother a conſpiracy, 
| which, if nouriſhed by indifference and inat- 
tention; inviſibly acquires ſtrength, to burſt out 
with the irreſiſtible: fury of a volcanic irruption, 
and to bury all law and liberty with its Java. 
Inſtead, then, of arraigning laws that are nei- 
ther, unjuſt nor cruel, but which are found ne- 
ceſſary ta the ſecurity and even exiſtence of the 


empire, it is, perhaps, rather to be lamented, 


that the mild ſpirit of Britain will not permit 
her to inflict ſome ſervile ſupplicium proportioned 
to the flagitiouſneſs of the crime ; and by thoſe 
means to cruſh a horrid gang of conſpirators, 
whoſe defires are bounded only by the deſtruc- 
tion of our invaluable Conſtitution; and by the 
extermination of all the lovers of order, liberty 
and law. The meaſures which were found ne- 
Ceſlary to he adopted, were, beſides, ſanctioned 
by the high authority of Locke bimſelf, who 
expreſoly affirms, (notwithſtanding his notorious 
J K 3 tender- 
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tenderneſs for popular toleration) - that no o 
niont contrary to human ſociety, er to thoſe 
Moral rules which are neceſſary to the preſer- 
vation of civil ſociety, are to be tolerated. by'the 
mariftrate.”* Though perhaps captious cavillers 
may object to this decifion as too undefined in 
its nature, and as promoting the cauſe of into- 
terance and oppreſſion, fill it m be confeſſed, 
that an objection to it, cannot, im this caſo, 
bdaſt the ſmalleſt foundation : As "opinions 
were induftriouſly propagated (and in ſome caſes 
moſt barefacedly acted upon) which could only 
Proſper by the deſtruction of the moral ſyſtem, 
and which were undeniably baneful to the very 
effence of civil ſociety. Theſe ſeaſonable laws 
could be galling ſolely to the machinations uf 
lurking treaſon, and conſequently were indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary to the exiſtence and fabvation 
of the State.— They can defy the moft un- 
bridled free- thinker to affirm, that their juſtice 
was not ratified by dire neceſſity. 


Sbch being the formidable and deep laid plots 
of a vaſt body of malignant and deſperate ſedi- 
„ * Firſt Letter concerning Toleration. 

tioniſts 


EV 


oloniſts, as it were, of 
Jacob e they! eee dd ce cons 
douraging nod of the mother country of ſedi- 
tion, to put their cruel deſigns into inſtant exe- 
eution. The contaminated river was, at this 
time, rapidly forcing its way to form a junction 
with the. ſource: of anarchy and regicide, and 
then with everwhelming torrent, to deluge the 
furrounding country, and to throw down every 
Aructure that graced its beauteous banks. Its 
courſe was happily. turned by a circumſiance 
which, of all others, would be the leaſt ſuſpected 
to be productive of fortunate, conſequences.— 
A eireumſtance no other than wAR. War was 
the fcilful hand which amputated the gangrened 
limb, and ſaved the patient's life. That war, 
without complete victory, ſhould be productive 
of real and inſtantaneous advantage, is a para- 
don, which, at firſt ſight, ſeems irreconcilable to 
experience, and is certainly by no means likely 


* 1 deem it neceſſary to obſerve, that this ſection was 
written prior to the publication of the Report of the Secret 
Cotimiilttee of the Engliſh Houſe of Commons, which diſ- 

_ dlaſts the real views of theſe peſtiferous ſocieties, and ſtrong- 
ly confirms the poſition 1 am endeavouring to eſtabliſn. 
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to command immediate and intuitive aſſent 
It is a phenomenon which was reſerved ſor the 
cloſe of the Isth century: and that Which is 
generally deprecated as the ſource of calamity 
and ruin; ſhould be hailed we Britain as her pro- 

co and her friend. Enie 10 


9. 


Tbeſs are no rata 30 een 
chimerical ſpeculations. Their truth is amply, 
though miſerably, proved by a retroſpective 
glance at the preſent ſituation of the continental 
powers: it will be found, that thoſe whoſe ſer- 
vile apoſtacy made them quit a conſederacy ori- 
ginating in duty and perſonal ſafety;: are now 
lamenting their ſevere but highly-merited fate. 
It will be found, that thoſe whoſe liſtleſs and 
© torpid ſupineneſs ſuffered them to be lulled into 
dormant inſecurity by the bewitching ſyrens of 
France, are now mourning their ſhort - ſighted 
and ſelEhoſule poliert. eo 11 


| Th ough Holland was rouſed into reſentment, 
by unprovoked injuries, ſtill permitting herſelf 
to view with a magnifying eye the partial evils 
inſeparable from a ſtate of war, and to be faſei- 
0 | nated 
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nated with the treacherous allurementsof France, 
me ſunk with fatal indolence into the deadly 
arms of gallic fraternity. Had not the minds of 
the Dutch been polluted - with the morbiſic 
(thougli to ſuperficial minds inviting) charms 
of Utopian liberty, the conqueſt of their territory 
by the ſimple aſſiſtance of the frozen Wael 
would have been impractieable:—Its attempt 
.would have been attended with failure and de- 


riſion. They would ſooner have imitated te 


heroic conduct of their anceſtors, who, rather 
chan baſely ſubmit to the yoke of Louis XIV. 
would have conſigned their. territories to the 
ocean, and have retired to their colonial ſettle- 
ments. Animated with this magnanimous re- 
ſolution, and bleſſed with the counſel of the 
immortal William, they ſcornfully reſiſted the 
allurements of ſeduction and ſaved Holland. 
The miſcarriage of the firſt attempt of the 
French in 1792, (which may, in truth, be great- 
ly aſeribed to the provident and ſtrenuous exer- 
tions of the Britiſh Ambafſador) ſufficiently 
evinces, that had it been in the power of force 
to preſerve them, then, the United Provinets 

e now be in mene CO of their rightful 
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maſters. The contagion of — | 
tion had, however, produced what the utmoſt 
phyſical ſtrength would have been unable to re 
ſiſt. The conſequences are before us. They are 
not hid in the boſom of futurity.— We behold; 
with affliction and alarm, Holland, once. the 
chief emporium of Europe, now diſplay all the 
horrors of a * ee! ene Here chill. 


N lc ah 

A few days after the Freach had che into Hol- 
land, their Commiſſioners publiſhed a proclamation, in 
which they ſaid to the Dutch, In the midſt of war, we 
conſider you as our friends and allies: it is under this name 
we enter your country. We ſeek not to terrify, but to in- 
ſpire you with confidence. It is but a few years fince 3 
tyrannic Conqueror preſcribed your laws ; we aboliſh them, 
and reſtore your free 
We come not to bake you llaves, the French ſhall pre» 
| © ſerve to you your independence. | 

«« Perſonal ſafety _ be ſecured, and property " pro- = 

et tected. . 

Seven days, however, after theſe kind and friendly afſur- 
ances, the ſame Commiſſioners, being admitted into all the 
towns with their troops, and having obtained complete 
Poſſeſſion of the country, thought this the ſeaſonable mö⸗ 
ment to lay aſide the maſk. A ſecond proclamation Ws 
accordingly publiſhed, in which they formally required the 
Dutch Government, to furniſh the army, within one month, 
with the following ſupplies, viz. 200,000 quintals Gf 
| «© wheat, 500,000 rations of hay, 200,000 rations of ſtraw; 

* 500,000 buſhels of corn, I pair of ſhoes, 20,000. 


88 


ing poverty reigns in all its terrors. The empire 
6f commerce, fo lately flouriſhing with wealth 
and ſplendor, is now dwindled into a neſt for 
 vagrants, and haunt for villains. The virtuous 
and auguſt conclave the States-General, | has 

been converted into a gang of free-booters and 

Septembrizers, choſen by France herſelf,” the 


whoſe ſole qualification is ſuperiority in vice.— 
Their office is to deviſe the plan, and to ſanc- 
tion the execution of every crime. And that 
injured Prince the Stadtholder, whoſe anceſtors 
have, in more than one inſtance, ſayed Holland 
E the iron yoke of a * power, and 


«« pair of boots, 20,000 coats and waiſtcoats, 40,000 pair 
« of breeches, 150,000 pair of pantaloons, 20,000 ſhirts, 
4 and 50,000 hats. And befides all theſe, 12,000 oxen, to 
& be delivered in two months.”* This modeſt requiſition they 
called their amicable intentions, and in the execution 


yo of which,” they hoped that the flow forms of ordinary 


adminiſtration , and all doubts about the wants of autho- 
rity, which might impede the operation, would be chear- 
ful ſet aſide ;---they at the ſame time gave the Dutch to 
underſtand, that in caſe theſe articles were not chearfull ly 
: ſupplied, force would be employed to exa& them. It is al- 


moſt unneceſſary to add, that they were obliged to be grant- 


ed. and only led to more ſevere exactions. 1 only mention 


this as one example « of their rapacious devaſtation. Ne 
N Ferax monſtrorum. SP 
; whoſe 


+ mother of monſters, out of that helliſh crew” 
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whoſe dignified office is proved by the hiſtory 
the United Provinces to be abſolutely eſſential 
to their proſperity, (which ſhould have been an 
uſeful leſſon to theſe wicked fools, if they had 
not been above all caution and experience) has 
been ignominiouſſy driven into exile, to make 
room for the inſolent pro-conſul placed over 
them by France, as an agent of tyranny and pa- 
tron of plunder. This miſerable country fur- 
niſhes us with an awful example of the deſtrue- 

tive ſolly of neglecting real and ſolid freedom 
for the purſuit of the ſhadowy phantom, falſe 

and ſpeculative liberty, and (if it be decorous par- 

vis componere magna) irreſiſtibly reminds us of 
the frogs in the fable, who, not content with the 

ruler under whom they enjoyed happineſs, im- 
plored Jupiter for another, who ſoon made them 

| pen of their fatal mann. eee 
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1 we turn our eyes to OR; we fhall there 
ſee the ſame calamitous conſequences; '- The ſoſt 
enchanting looks of Circean friendſſũp diſpelled 
the temporary gloom attendant upon war; but 
they hatched into life the embryos of deffirue- 


8 o 4 4 - tion. 
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tion. The cauſe which they ſo lately boaſted to 
be chivalrous and noble, was now deſpiſed as ig» 
nominious, and baniſhed with contempt: and 


the Sardonic ſmile of France was rapturouſly. 


courted” as the taliſman of eternal protection 
from ſlavery and war. What are the rewards of 
this ſhort-ſighted apoſtacy ?—The lofty and ar- 
rogant monarchy of Spain, which had taken ſo 
many centuries to recover from the deſolating 
harbarities of the Vandals and the Goths, and 
which. once threatened to graſp within its am- 
bitious arms the whole domination of Europe, 
is now ſuddenly ſunk (virtually if not literally) 
to the abject ſtate of a Gallic: province. Its 
Crown is ſubſtantially a fief of jacobin France, 
and the tenure by which it is held is moſt gall- 
ing and dreadful dependence: and the haughty 
Caſtillian, who ſo lately in his opiniative pre- 
eminence looked down with diſdain upon every 
ſarrounding nation, can now only boaſt himſelf 
the obedient ſlave of the over-bearing and deſ- 
pie Ganl :—a tyrant who rivals in brutality, 
and-feems.to take for a model, the truculent 
barbarian Attila, the ſcourge of God, the de- 
*:Kroyer of nations.” The King trembles for 


| kig-lattering throne, and, feeling its foundation 


no | : undermined 
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undermined by thoſe ſatal combuſtibles . lecelꝰ 
ling principles, waits, in awful and en ag | 
pectaney, its final ſubverſion. The demolition: 
of the feeble and declining inquifition, will be 
amply replaced by the more deſtructive reign of 
irreligion and atheiſm ; and the infrequent and 
partial cruelties of an auto da fe will be 0 
N ee e the 1 ol a „212 
33310 iC 
4 Tbe power which next claims our be 48 
the former avowed enemy, but now reconciled 
friend of France Pruſſia, may not, perhaps; be 
ſaid to have ſo ſeverely ſuffered as her compa- 
nions in apoſtacy. The progreſs of 'revolutions 
ary principles has not /eemingly made ſo deep wit 
impreſſion upon that nation; that is not, hows - 
ever, to be attributed to any want of inclination 
on the part of her new friend, but is to be ac- 
counted for ſolely from the warlike ſpirit of her 
people; it affords us a ſtriking and uſeful exam- 
ple of the adequate efficacy of firmneſs and cot 
rage to the reſiſtance of a danger, under which 


relaxation of: vigour muſt neceſſarily ſinke The 
King of Pruſſia (it is obvious that 1 afluge't to the 


father of the preſent Monarch) behgld, with inn 
decent apathy, his rich territories on the Rhine 
bu. plundered 


(143) 
plundered: by his new friends, and his people, 


from his indifference to their intereſts and hap- 


pineſs, were forced to ſubmit to the galling yoke 
of a rigid government, and to the cryel exac- 


tions of an hoſtile * 4p 
WIE 2 


** may gy that the 8 . 


* Belgium under ſolemn and repeated promiſes 


of protection and freedom. In order to their 
faithful perſormanca, the firſt ſtep they took was 
do put every article of property which could be 
uſeſul to their armies, into requiſition, and com- 
pelled the people to receive payment in depre- 
eiated aſſignats at par. They next levied im- 
towns; and ordered meaſures to be taken for 
e ee the mm to en their n ts 
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wretchedneſs of Auen, and, indeed, of all the other coun- 
tries which are now bleeding under the ſword of deſpotic 
F rance, 1 refer my readers to the Mercure Britannique of M. 
Mallet du Pan. And I muſt here beg leave to expreſs the 
obligations I am under to that nervous writer and profound 
peliticianzi far the inſtruction and entertainment I have re- 
8 from a publication which is ſo peculiarly qualified 


to open the eyes of Europe $6 the era NSA 
Wien Me fi 
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at pan · Thus were profefitants of i fri 
ealzediby; atts ob1theraibſtorigatonsncataivgt 
This is, however, but a faintſketehiofitheirdawi 
Jefs and abandoned conduct towards this deluded 
people Ebey may exelaimy I think, with greater | 
_ juſtice. than. did the inſane! citizens: off Argos. 
e ꝓol me oeoidiſtis, amiciy non ſervnſtialo 1461 
Add 17 lg 1 bas IQ EVR vate 
In the fate of Genoa we recogniſe, the danget 
of dull ſecurity within the proſpect aſmmimeut 
danger; we behold alſo the reſpect of France 
towards neutral natiohs proved bycar brad al- 
liance; Tecured by the preſence ob French güne 
riſons, andi ratified by an exacted declaration of 
war: againſt Great Brita: Ii fear! no Andrew 
Doria · will be ſoon ſuund tolreſeue his etehed 

country from the ignomin ious · weight ofia for 

meign yeke, ande merit, by his anangbitens 
magnanimity, the venerable namg of,. Father 
een e W. and- Reſtorer of. its Liberty. 
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minions, by the ſeizure of his territories ; and 
by the neceſſity of flying from ths OY of 
French eee 

Baia Freq ' 
We fee Venice, ſo 1 the at is of 
France, mourning the loſs of her moſt confide- 
rable cities; ſtruggling between the graſp of con- 
tending ravagers, and contemplating, with heart- 
felt ſorrow, on the 2 of her —_— 
Government. 

Dar 4% Kin t ant! 7* | 
Alwe turn our eyes to Ants, what a miſer= 
able ſpectacle ſhall we there behold ! The em- 
pire of the fine arts now ravaged by the mo- 
dern Saracens, in the wanton ferocity of igno- 
rance and pillage. How affecting to every claſ- 
ſio mind to reflect, that this country, conſe- 
erated by the ſoul-enchanting pencil of a Virgil, 
and by the refined pen of a Horace, the ſeat of 
the ; Muſes, which has ever ſince been bleſ- 
ſed by their inſpiring preſence, ſhould now ſud- 
denly be metamorphoſed into the den of gothic 
baibarity. What indignation muſt we feel at 
that atrocious brutality, which could load with 
unmerited ſufferings a Pontiff, venerable for-his 
exemplary piety, and amiable for the ſpotleſs 
purity of his manners; whoſe enfeebled frame 

| L ſinking 


(146) 


finking under the cruſhing: weight of extreme 
age and extreme ſorrow, could not move the 
pity: of his unrelenting enemies, but only ruuſed 


which bad been enjoyed by his predeceſſors / ſor 
nat one thouſand: years, and which, for an un- 
witerrupted feries of near three centuries,» had 
remained tranquil and undiſturbed amid inmu· 
meroble ſhocks of ſurrounding war ; and to 
hurl him and the whole body of bis clergy ĩma 
taiſcrable exile, the only refuge ſrom torture and 
death. To ſuch bold, turbulent, and ſeditious 
intriguers as the Cardinal Buon Campagna ar 
theſeb diſtreſſes to be aferibed.,, When ghxvern- 
ments relax from that yiggun which is inſeparar 
brink of à precipice, there are never wanting 
dangerous and deſperate confpiraters to plunge 
them into ruin. of 1 6 eaorHt 00 
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heit unprovoked brutality * peass · 


Able: Swe, ſprung from a, malignant, ſpirit of 


wanton hoſtility Which beggars invective. Jhis 
brave and harmleſs | people, enjoying a conſtitu · 
tian heſeo natural beautieg were ſeauped and 


ſtrengthened by. the primitive PrP and unof- 
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with à blind and fatal patience; France to in- 
terfere iii their national concerns. Their ore 


_ univerſaFrobbers, taking advantage of the mo- 
ment oſ an armiſtice wantonly and furiouſly at- 
tacked them, and they had the anguiſh to be- 
bold their adored conſtitution ſcornſully tortt to 
atoms. This gallant people, did not, however, 
ſuffer their enemies / to glut themſelves with pil- 
lage unchecked by xeſiſtance, but with that real 
courage: and inherent mägnanimity ſor which 
they were deſervodly renowned, (though uncul- 
tented for neut two Fecnturies) they ruſhed like 
a mouhtamm torrent upon their lawlefs invaders; 
and for a moment ſeemed to ſucvetd in their 
virtuous ſtruggle but alas l that valour was 
dom late Oredulity and conſpiraey had formed 
doo ſtrong a league to be diſſolved by this ill- 


timed and fatally procraſtinated effort. Their 


fee Bur göflant Warriors, betrayed by their 
owiunnateritcotihtiyriien; were overwhelmed; 
inbhgho hſubàdued, by innumerable tribes of 
ſmpulfary rufiaus, and fell, worthy of the de- 
Wendaüts 6f the herbis TAI gloriouſly de- 
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a the rights of their injured oountry j (and 
that Helvetio confederacy,; under whoſe: ſiniles 
| proſperity and peace had flouriſhed im perens 
Dial vigour, was trampled upom by inſutiate 
ihncityj and converted into an roceptacle for 
revolutionary principles and for deſolating war. 
Ache ei tc af enen one 59710 

Jatobiniſm is now celebrating, with ſavage 
triumph, her conqueſt over the fallen and du- 
graded Malta. The palace of chivalry” s mow 
become the den of Gallic barbariſm. Th ei“ 
tuulebof chriſtianity has been baſely herrayem into 
the graſp of mufrderous atheiſm ; and the ban 
nor of the croſd is no indignantiy huried rm 
the ramparts to make room for the ne 
of — 067 eee Jin p99; bio 


iy 


ee ee 
by the unbridled lieentioufneſs of thèe Sardiniaff 
confpirators;” furnifh an awful but invalaable 


leſſon to the rulers of every ſtate. Permitted, b 


the ſupineneſs of an impotent governmenty to 
celebrate with triumph the vrgies bf fedition; 
theſe:abborvers of law antl order quickly av | 
quired ſufficient ſtrength ant audakity to Gt 
and> receive the afſiſtanee of the ſyſtemativ ral 
— empires. The. indolence of the go- 


vernment 
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vernment matured the machinations of treafors. 


Phe miſerable Tetrarch, paniok+ſtruck at the firſt 
appearance (of diſaſter, (which his vigilance and 


energy could eaſily have averted) baſely reſigned 


his furtrſſes, and ignominioufly hypothecated 
in=truſ to the natural: ſubverters of alli well- 


ordered States, the very capital of his domi- 


vions Fhus delivering into the graſp! of-in- 
ſatiato Franbe the keys of Italy. For this vile 
cowardice; and imdifferenee to the intereſts of 
his ſubjects and of himſelf) the powerleſs e 
was: at length 1 driver doitheigalling! neceſſity of 

ſntaking out oftchis, dominions to make room 


fawthe uſurpets of his throne: the only alter- 


native; fromm the n his e e 
cide friends. | lb 


ba Their recent and uncoloured hoſtility. towards 


Neplas,:eloſes them brief and; rapid deſcription 
malign artiſis are preparing to finiſh, but of 


Wbichithey have, as yet, traced only the _ 
line. H cannot emit, however, to remark, th 


had the Neapolitan King been — 
laudable; and: bſpirited antioipation of a long 
on d lo gonsloBaiddT 221:qms mimons, : 
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Mihions, by thoſe whoſe duty and mereß it 1 % 
train every nerve ts check'the'ificurfions'of the 
"barbariaris' of Gaul, this HLfted vountry had 
| - probably been ſhaved from the afflictionsꝰ undder 
anguiſh of beholding, I fear) her degradation 
triumphamtly celebrated by a revival of The- old 
tuugedy of the Sicilian» Veſpers, performed by 
different, and in that line, certainly: more ex- 
perienced, actors. By chis heroic action, how- 
Never, he has greatly-atoneUforthe/reprehbnſible 
Invitation of his anceſtors in flying from his king- 
dom, when” he might, perhaps, have infaſed 
fſyſtem and order into a confuſed but intrepid 
multitude, who ſeemed to want only their King 
to lead them to the glorious- office of eruſfing 
the ancient enemies of their country. It is 
perfectly natural that fuch- a. pauriotir action 
ſhould call forth the ſlanders of that iblodd · thirſty 
crew, who fit amongſt us like vultures anxiouſſy 
Waiting for the day of earnage, and wholude- 
| lighted with every thing which feems te-actele- 
! 5 rate their reign, cc grin horribly a ghaſtly fitnle” 
When à Mrtuous monzreh is hurled from vhis 
tbirohe, and when an aft empire is battered 
Fi fm the IR | 
10 4 
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avho; can look ith indifh ener up 
fortunes of the royaliſts of Naples, ang. fincerely 
hope that it will not be imagined, that I have 
any diſpoſition to violate the ſacredneſs of Mi- 
ſery 5 when I f expreſs my regret, that the An- 
fortunate Ferdinand ſuffered himſelf to be, ſo 
long lulled to reſt by the delufive amicable, pro- 
feſſions of thoſe Who are the ſworn enemies of 
all crowned heads; and that he kept ſo ſlack a 
rein upon thoſe daring ſeditioniſts, who. were 
in alliance with them a conduct which cer- 
tainly . nouriſhed and matured a hideous conſpi- 
_ racy, which waited only far. the inſtant that le- 
at the gates of; his capital, to burſt out in an 
rreſiſtible and nn cat 5151 5 
21 31 n dei units 204 
101 KT APP EOS BE Aiſpalition, of the little 
roepublio of Lucca was no pratection to her from 
the eruel talons of thoſe rapaeious vultures, 
ho feed ſolely upon the vitals of well · regulated 
States. Diſtracted at the. ſubverſion of ber i in- 
offenſive government, and at the plunder of her 
wealthy magazines, ſhe views, with unutterable 
+51anguiſh, proſperity fad peace. baniſhed from her 
1: territpties-whilſh war and deſolation uſurp their 


row 4 L 4 dominion. 


(152) 


domuioh-+Induftrious:as/fhe is, he vi n%% 
longer be permitted to gather the fruits o her 

diligenca l The fair promiſe of her barveſto is 
blighted by the peſtilence ſrom Gaul! She may 
ſow, hut ſhe will not rea- io como 


secs hn vis iis ab. 


| Ital , fo luxuriantly formed in the \gaiety c of 
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nature, we find now portione out into ots of 

{ 108 2313 Hint 2:3: IJT161TH i: A" ty; 
petty | but formidable  Jacobin-repu ics, in- . 

. 91 „Ait Ps {4 if 

debted to France ſor miſerable exiſtence, and 
jt V i ca i yyul 10 cg 991 3 _— . 
deflined to be the ſeminaries of vice Rom N hie 

1D VICIGDDGEL, 21% 283 oy 9414 ghts 
ſhe may occaſionally derive refreſh ing d =: 


a 94. Zuid and Trat 31, 
of "ſtrength. The Cifalpines and Tra 1 
with all the ſwarms of republics as yet un 
241. iii WY AIOHET194 
ed, but viſibly | chalked out by the moſt trucu- 
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to deſolate the earth, are the powerful inſtru- 
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ments. by which, this jacobin giant in . 


ſubvert, and plunder all Europe, —France may _ 


It will be ſaid, perhaps, that Italy comprrhended 
mae ublics before its , conqueſt by (France 3. 1 0 Bi 


however, be ee ed that their governments, t ough o- 


init) reptiblicak were in rea aint) File Werde 
hay heen and. ſtill is, moſt egregiouſſy miſapplied: Itiſeems. 
ot nt to. he conſecrated by fr The, only moder 
form — ment, per rhaps, w oh had a claim tot 1 
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indeed nowboaft, that 4henbas:dargafledoevew 
the>Huns in her:devaſtations im then garden of 
Europe iHhe may no vaunt that lie has c. 
verted i to a howling deſert; haumted byrthe 
demon of bloody war, with this hideous fatel“ 


e recent 4 are; 0 W W „ 
ſufficient to illuſtrate the baneful effects of j jaco- | 
bin principles. They preſent to us the heart- 
rending ſpectacle of countries, ſo lately bloom- 
ing ix in the prides and vigour of "ts eee drop-" 4 


„ 


145 we 55 the fame reaſon to expe. ſimilar 
conſequences, had we imitated States who adop- 
ted ſimilar meaſures ? What grounds have we: 
to fappoſe, that if we, like theſe impotent powers, 
had ſuffered ourſelves to be; bewitehed dun 
ſame ſyren charms, we ſhould' not bave Ex} 4 
enged therfame iſaſtrous fate . The fane.mer-. 
tal eauſd muſt have produced the ſame deadly 
effects. We, ; ran, indeed, 2 much - greater rife © 
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ot tiaru; and beſt preputed plans had long 
been contrived and fettled for bur ſpeedy con- 
nection With the Head quarters of jacobinidnc 
"The Anglo“ Gallic revelutioniſts had beſides the 
üchantage of cloſe and immedint xdinte 'netghbour- 
Hood. No ſteep and rugged alps formed a bar- 
tier to ſtop contagion in her rapid Journey 
The mere cireumſtance of priority, or poſterio- 
ty, of time alters not the certainty'of the reſult. 
Peace, therefore, with France, at the uwful 
criſis of the commencement of hoſtilities, muſt 
inevitably have plunged us into the borrbrs 
| now fee preying upon theſe wretched cokiiteve, 
Let n no: man talk, chen, of che diſtreſſes of the 
War, wirhout feriouſly confidering' what” Gur 
3 eondifion muſt have been if that dad not 
under ken, and" ſtrennotfly continded, 
in spite of the 1 ignornitiion "oppoſitioti of "fai- 
"Bon" = cowardice.” Events” wich ure always 
in, Clesry Reno le HOURERO fuft 


"et TR in ſpeedy and utter ruth. H a 
an were told, that the prefervation of his Tife 
2 1 upon the delivery öf an infigniſicant 
pürfe, Would" He net ehSurfuhy give itz wund 
> Ttmile at the ſacrifige? Eil and ggodi are. com- 
_ parative terms: — What was an advantage to 


Renophon, 


battle, of Cunaxa, would have, mk im ireco- 
-verable evil to Miltiades upon the plaing of Ma- 
-mathon;;. The trifling, hardſhips, produced by the 
Ward dwindle into inſignificaney when compared 
0 the oalamities of @ ſubverſion of our conſtitu- 
tion and a Frade flouriſhing in an unparalleled 
degree, is certainly preferable to the annihilation 
of all, commerce... Thus is refuted the un- 
founded. charge ot l. ori rode. 580 


Rum 211 Ng to trams 5; 


0 When I ;bear.it confidently aſſerted, that the 
War has been, difgraceful, I naturally caſt a re- 
troſpective glance at its origin, and here the 
Heart asfaction to find, that, it has hichervo 
e falleſ expedation,, It has nir herto 
ſayodd us fram the. deſtruction of F rench. Princi- 
les. It has 4icherto ſhielded us from the ruin 
„ich eiche deluded countries have ER 
bh experienced. It has hitherto protected us from 
the j jaws of that, devouring, monſter, which has 
+; ſhown, itſelf to be the © common enemy and. fury 
' 2 .* Aha be rente 
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ies. It has thrown: into. our lap the whole 


wealth of. the, Weſt Indies. Theſe acquiſitions 

are;;jotrinfically. ſo precious, and ſo ęſtimahlę 
from the pungent, difireſs which, they, cauſe th 
Mir late poſſelſars, that it is almoſt ungeacdſags 


the, Cape of Good Hope ad the iſland, of Cen 
Jon... But azovs ALL, it; has a ug 
portunity of obſerving, the cauſes of. ghe;ruin,.gf 
other nations, and the means of averting our own. 
I may be told, perhaps, t that we haye loſt the 
friendſhip of once powerfal,lliesn. This. ie an 
allegation I diſdain to deny. It were gontemp- 
tible and vicious affeQation to attempt it. it. „The. 
cauſe that I defend ſcorns the aid of lies, © Je 
4 n 'ai pas reſprit, ce me ſemble, aſſez gaté per le 
« contagion. controverſiſte, pour - faire le fer fur 
« cette objection, et pour la traiter d. un air dg. 
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he afcribed to any fault on our part? Can a vir- 


Commentaire nn de Nur hayle, Ale. 
bene, ch. 718 | 


„ * Ine. 
e .. is mn Au. 
>, "37 , tuous 


( 
tüdus man be blamed for the treacHroris Aeler- 
tian of His friends? But let their miſeries often 

dür aſperity into forgiveneſs” art Compafnött. 
Their perfidious defeRion is, indeed; afply pu- 
Hiſhed" by their preſent calamitous ſufferings. 
The noble independence they ſo lately Fan 
is' no- no more. It is gone, I fear, forever: 
Light lie tlie earth on the aſhes of the kamen 
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dead! Charity implores us to leave ae * 9 
WO uo IFB e 1 5 
To — | ; | 
And tothoſe thorns which in their boſoms grow | : 
349 © A and vex them. Ng Fe vi, : i, : 1 | J {$247 22 411 
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ut notwithflanding the i important conqueſts = » 9 
g 191160 's b iy 
we have made; I muſt ſtill frankly confeſs, that | 
a Oar like che preſent i is not, altogether, 1 to be | / 
SRS AL . 1 1 
teſt by a geographical acquiſition, fince it EY 
FI DB . 1 Nin 300 1 
did | not origina in that defign. T he chief con- 
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ed us Hot ofe principles which unerring 
eben. Db ns mo 
experience has proved to be inſeparable from the 
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ſlavery and ruin of eyery empire 21 queſtion 5 It 
which candour and truth will joyfully anſwer in in ; 
— Oe ine 1 108 Tn 

the affinity ane 55 
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Jo cenſure the preſent war becauſe it has hot, | 
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as 70 5 — annihilated the object of its =_ 
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entnity, would be ti irrational as to bande 
lize a phyſician, after having overcome a diffi- 
cult and dangeroub diſorder; becauſe, he could 
not inſure to his ee exerting from morta- 
litya Tbe ned1C1 hieh er ce his fhewn 
to be propitious: to. beni may be fairly pre- 
ſumed, if carefully continued, to be adequate to 
the extinctiou of the diſeuſe Phe ſuteeh; 174 
ever, of a remedy greatly depends d the p 
dence of the invalid. It is dur iter, thee” 
fore; to continue this” ſalutary Pascbd“ The 
value of our eſcape from the dferders We behold 
ravagingdeluded-covntries] & inexptetfibly ant! 
immmeafurubly ehatbed frötii tlie reflectibr; ht 
the-demolition'of a well Hamed Böltt), nd. of 
found ſyſtem of morals, is 4 caldinity Mili wHidh 
it is not eaſy, if even pofſible, to eG. Tütis 
inapplicable, then, to the preſeiit war Kotte lig 
matizing accuſations of diftrefs "Init" difgtace; 
and thus falſe and &ecrable is thit ſenſeleſs yatt 
which has been ſo triumphatitly foufded b mas 
ligngnt diſaffection, and cchoed by dbluded 67 
noranee, to cruſh indiſpenfable actide e en f 
and en the yerves of con fidence'and ein 
7. OG n9TATAANA bits © Sen of. ud , 
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e ou, vindication, to obſerve the mutual 
conduct of Great, Britain and France, upon an 
_ affajr well calculated: to exhibit their moſt ſeoret' 
Jiſpeſitians—rnegptiation for the re- eſtabliſhment i 
al general peace. Upon the. examination of this 9 
priety, with regard to its paſt continuance, and 
ſuture proſecution. ' To that country, whoſe in- 
vetemte rancour would not permit her to liſten 
A ſoothing ; voice of peace, muſt the awful. 
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aſcribed. Whether it was the interaſh of Great 
Britain t to abſtain from all attempts at coneilia- 
tion with France, is a conſideration indifferent 
to our preſent queſtion. Our province, at this 
inſtant, is not to ſpeculate upon probabilities, 
but to narrate and comment upon notorious 
facts. It will not be denied, that a deſire to re- 


Faches eſtabliſh 
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eſtabliſh national tranquillity can hayo mo 


you from an abhorrence of war. ar 

I god, however, that eanfidrable, blame is at- 
tached.to this country, by the,detrafigrs.of the 
Juſtice of the war, on aecqunt. of her not having 
;Wanifeſted a deſire to court the ſmiles, of, peace, 


at a moment, which, according. 16 them, ;was 
peculiarly favourable. The time to which J al- 


lude is that when, as we are informed by, Mr. 
bins: „all. the. Auſtrian Netherlands, had 
.*< been.reduced. under. te, gaygrament, of, the 
# Fmperor,,, ad. Hollend bag; hoop, fpliverad 
impending jnvaſion,”. . ©. Under theſe 

is ireumdanees,” he. continues, © fo ſayourehle 
“for negotiation, ſo critical for terminating the 
car on terms advantageous to England and 
cher allies, (if it bac 9405s Upon any = 
F tional intelligible e note only ng mo- 
« tipn was, mad e toward an amicable a : ATTANG 
ment, but, a a, —__ of been mas thus 
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from ly Myjefty's waved of i! the 418 Jatiuary, 
1794. 


T0 oppoſe chat wild and deftruQive ſyſtem 
« of pits; anarchy, impiety and irreligion, the 
effects of which, as they had been manifeſted 
«in Franioe, furniſhed a dreadful but uſeful 


*leffbit to the preſent” age and en 5 4 3+ ff 
hh 8 | 
Ad the egtntnent he beſtows upon it is not 5 
 AwortfY or idtic ; % This declaration of Mi- 
e ited Us Gecläredt in the King's ſpeech, was k 
"6 Woſe rkg And ettrabrdinary, as it di- : 
"jy rifured th on founded affeition 4 


„en that the Yar Hall proceeded om France.” 1 
9d Nani) 16] 1301019 6G ee 1 
ee conduct of Great 
Bri tain uo Lent occaſion! 1 muſt "commence 
By gividgt 25 wy bios, that it was entirely 


FER 9080 our *conyidtion, * that the war had pro- 
ile , 


{ed} a n a rational and” intelligible foun- 
*©Yation Ade did” not {elicit the friendſhip 
of France. We "F208hledidt” that the wir ori- 


nated from the unwarrantable aggreſſion of 
Ta pb S0 alt) Kere nd) Noc the, der. 
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poiſed Government, and to produce all the. 
rors of anarchy and atheiſm. , We conſidered, 
that although the fate of war had turned the tide 
of events, and had, for a ſhort time, ſmiled upon 
the Germans and the Dutch, yet, that the evil 
mind remained, and although diſabled for a mo- 
ment, was panting, for renovation of {irength.. 
and was only lurking for an, adyantageons, op- 
portunity to repeat the attack. We reflected, 
that, although the Auſtrian Netherlands had 
been recovered by their rightful, Sovereign, and 
although the uſurpers had been driyen, gut of. 
Holland, fill theſe momentary, ſugceſſes were 
the tranſient fluctugtiqus of war, that perhaps in 
a day they might vaniſh, and that the. ſpirit of 
rapine in France was rancorous and ſyſtematic 
as ever. We flattered ourſelyes too with the 
hope, that this might be a, fay ourable moment. 
to exert our ſtrength for the deſtruction of. the ES 
anarchy in France,which threatened with ruin the 
whole civilized world, at a time when it ſeemed 
gaſping for, breath; and to eſtabliſh. what, we 
were convinced could alone 1 reſtore happineſs. 


10 Franee—a moderate. ſyſigm of monarchy.rre.; 
We recollected, that we had entered into trea- 


ties with the Emperor of Germany, in order 


110. 


more 
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more effectually to deſtroy the common enemy, 
which could not be violated either in honour or 
ſafety. We reflected beſides, that, as France 
was the aggreſſor in the conteſt, it was her part, 
had ſhie been amicably inclined, to ſue for peace; 


that had ſhe, on the contrary, been determined 
ſtill to indulge her acrimonious ſpirit, a ſolicita- 


tion for peace, on our part, would have been at- 
tended ſolely with diſappointment and degrada- 
tion. All thefe conſiderations combined to make 
us conſider this epoch, fo far from being © critical 


« for terminating the war on terms advantageous 
« to England and her allies,” the moſt critical 


period for its ſtrenuous continuation, as afford- 
ing greateſt hopes of ſucceſs, in cruſhing the 
parent of deſolation and revolt: and to impreſs 


us with the conviction, that a negociation for 


peace, at that moment, would have been a ſhort- 
ſighted policy, for which we ſhould, long be- 
fore this time, have been ſeyerely puniſhed. 


4 os 


Tam, T confeſs, totally at a loſs to diſcover 
by what rule either of reaſon or of logie Mr. 
Erſkine can twiſt the declaration of Miniſters 


(to oppoſe that wild deſtrudiye ſyſtem, &c.) into 
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a complete refutation of their own former aſſer- 
tion (which he is pleaſed to ſtyle unfounded, but 
which all his talents and genĩus have been un- 

able to prove) that the war had proceeded 
« from France;” fince Mr. Erſkine muſt know, 
all Europe knows, that the war arofe from s 
ſpirit of deſperate aggrandiſement and licentious | 
violence on the part of France, in that very 
fyſtem, tilt formidable, though N nan 
a momentary depreſſion, which they had now 
pledged themſelves to oppoſe; © a fyſtem "he 
© anarcby, impiety and irreligion, the effects of 
< which, as they had been manifeſted in France, 
e furniſhed a dreadful but uſeful n to We 

e preſent : age and. oy poſterity.” 33 
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when it pan veikkuöd by the Mols, dur 
conduct was highly laudable, and truly prudent, 
and ſhews, beyond all dubitation, that the only 
meaſure we had to adopt was to continue the 
war with vigor, till an opportunity ſhould offer 
itſelf likely to produce a peace, os permanent 
and honorable terms. enn gore 
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This declaration, fo far from tending to refute 
their former aflertion—that the war ſprung from 
the aggreſſion of France, was merely a repetition 


(though a repetition ſanctioned and ſtrengthen- 


ed by experience) of their primitive and unalte- 
rable ſentiments ; and can be no more ſaid to 


invalidate them, than my expreſſing my eonvic- 


tion, poſſibly fix months hence, that Mr. Erſ- 
_ kine's ideas reſpecting the origin of the war are 
grounded i in error, can be conſtrued into a con- 
ROE" my preſent Ain. 0 
0 21350 '1 
5 The w r. Was, r | kin with 
chat energy, the ſituation of the country ſo pe- 
culiarly demanded. It was not long, however, 
before we were conſoled by the cheerful intelli- 
gence that our proſpect appeared to be more 
exhilirating from the circumſtance of the anar- 
chhy in France being rd ennie 
VV 
„His Majeſty acids informed, us, in his 
cho of 29th October, 1795, “ that it was a 
great ſatisfaction to him to reflect, that not- 
.*.withſtanding the many events unfayourable to 
* the common cauſe, the proſpect reſulting from 
* the general ſituation of affairs had, in many 


M 3 | * reſpects, 
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ä reſpects, been materially mene in ys 
* courſe of the 00m youre” , 4 


1 Wall not abuſe the patience of my readers, 
or waſte my own time, by enumerating the pue- 
rile ſneers which faction naturally let looſe to 

 vilify-a communication ſo peculiarly calculated 
to diffuſe general joy: nor ſhall I deſcend to 
notice animadverfions which are fo deficietit, 
not only in ingenuity,” but even in common- 
ſenſe, as to render the refutation of n an 
. e W e 1 


Such, indeed, were the ſentiments of huma- 
nity which directed the Royal conduct, that, 
after permitting a ſhort time to elapſe, in order 
to experience the ſtability of the new Conſtitu- 
tion of France, unmindful of the diſcouraging 
difficulties which he had to encounter, the King 
followed up, with a prudent alacrity, that diſpoſi- 
tion for peace, of which he had ute made ſo 
AI an aſſurance, 


His Majeſty directed his Miniſter in Switzer- 
land, to make, in his name, an oyerture to the 
I tt f ö 


French 


(4167 ) 


French Government, in order to aſcertain their 
diſpoſition upon the ſubject of peace. 


Mr. Wickham, conſequently, in his note to 
N., Barthelemi, requeſted to know, whether 


France was willing to open a negotiation with 


his Britannic Majeſty and his allies, for the re- 
_ eſtabliſhment of a general peace, upon juſt and 
ſuitable conditions, by ſending members for 
his purpoſe to a general Congreſs? 
Whether they were willing to ſpecify the ge- 
neral baſis of a pacification which France would 
walk to propoſe in order that his Majeſty 
might examine, in concert with his allies, whe- 
ther it was of ſuch a nature, as could poſſibly 
ſerve for the foundation of a general pacific ne- 
gotiation? Laſtly, in caſe {ks mode of pro- 
cedure ſhould be objedted to; whether they 
would point out any other way, calculated to 


attain the ſame end General Peace? 


This invitation, calculated, one would have 
ſuppoſed, to ſoothe the jarring and fiery tem- 
pers of the French Miniſtry, was anſwered in a 


ſtrain of the moſt inſulting and inconſiſtent 


M4 oſtenta- 


d 
e 
"1 
4 
4 
2: 
E-"4 
„ 
1 
7 
1 
* 
* 
16 5 
5 
j 
t 
I 
2 


(168) 


oſtentation. M. Barthelemi's anſwer, profefſtd 
to procure for the Republic a juſt, honorable, 
and ſolid peace : It affected to doubt the reality 

of our profeſſions, and the reaſons upon which 
it grounded this injurious ſcepticiſm, aroſe mere- 
ly. from the circumſtance of his Miniſter not 
having been authorized to enter inftlanily into 
the negotiation, * Was ever before ſeen ſa cap: 
tious, and contemptible a plea? So, according 
to the ratiocination of this diplomatic caſuiſt,. 
becauſe his Majeſty had not ſet his workmen 
about raiſing the ſuperſtructure, before he had 
enquired whether the foundation had been dug, 
and whether it was ſure and ſtable, it followed, 
as a neceſſary conſequence, that the wiſh and 
deſign of the Royal Architect never exiſted, and 
that his enquiries were mere illuſions. It laviſh. 
ed the moſt unmerited objections upon the. pro- 

* 5 La demarche de M. Wickham lui eũt cauſe une is, 
* ritable ſatisfaction, fi la declaration meme que ce Minif- 
etre fait, de avoir aucun mandat, aucun pouvoir, peur 
te negocier, ne donnait lieu de douter ge la fincerits des in- 
* tentions pacifiques de ſa Sour.“ Note de M. Barthé- 
lemi. It is not to be imagined, that this able Miniſter 
ſpoke the genuine ſentiments of his own mind, He was 
too long the mere tool of his capricious tyrants. | 


poſed 


/ 


| (160 
poſed mode General Con greſs, (which has fo 


often reſtored ſtrength to exhauſted Europe,) 


becauſe it neceſſarily requires ſome time, to ſet- 
tle the complicated intereſts, and to ſeparate 


and eſtabliſh the mingled and confuſed; rights 


of warring" nations. But it took ſpecial care to 
paſs over in ſilence, his Majeſty's wiſh to know 
what other mode they would prefer. The ſolu- 
tion of this plain queſtion muſt have exacted a 
plain anſwer, and conſequently would have in- 
fringed upon their adopted rules, and Haye 
fruſtrated thin talent for aa 
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bg 


10 It had, a the candor to announce a 
principle which they were confident: was totally 
inadmiſfible ;—a principle ſpecifically declared 
to be indiſpenſable to . negotiation : viz. An 
avowed determination to retain all the territories 
which France, in the wild impulſe of intoxicat- 
ing ſucceſs, had madly annexed to ber Conſti- 
tation, which was to be realized, by retaining 
all the conqueſts ſhe had made upon other 


powers, and by having a complete reſtoration _ 


1 ws bk in the conteſt, 
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A deſire, in itſelf ſo inſane, and in Its na- 
ture ſo fatal, could not generate any other effect 
than contempt and refuſal. Mr. Erſkine, how- 
ever, attempts indirectly to defend this extra- 
vagant conduct, by denying that the beſt ſtep, 
4 or that any juſt or rational ſtep; was taken by 
Mliniſters on Mr. Wickham's propoſitions to- 
«* wards peace,” aſſerting, that it was impoſ- 
c fible that France ſhould ene 
* tain that ſuſpicion of our ſincerity: — This 
argument he ſtrengthens by the very identical 
reaſon alleged by the French Directory, as a 
proof of our illuſive and evaſive conduct, “ that 
ce Mr. Wiekham had no diplomatic character 
t conferred upon him for the purpoſe of nego- 
tiation, he was only | Miniſter to the: Swifs 
f Cantons. Was it neceſſary, I:afk;' that his 
Majefty ſhould appoint a Miniſter to enter into 
wnegotiation before he knew whether they were 
poacefully inclined, and | whefher they q would 
wondeſcend' to accept him? By hat means his 
Majeſty could attain that knowledge, without 
making the application to the French Goverix 
ment, I have not ſagacity enough to diſecver. 
* not that ee be made by a Mi- 
tk“ 6 gin 10 ANT 90J AD niſter 


(4171) | 
niſter unempowered to act any other part than 
: as the channel through whom the application 
was to be made, and the anſwer returned ?— 
Did it neceſſarily follow then, as a neceflary 
eonſequence, that becauſe the Miniſter had 
no other authority than that of mating the 
inquiry the application itſelf was deluſive 
and invalid? If I have an extreme deſire to 
perform a journey, and am ignorant of the di- 
rect road, does it neceſſarily follow, that, be- 
cauſe I ſhould requeſt a friend to enquire of a 
traveller hat road, or any other which may lead 
to my propoſed place of deſtination; I have no 
real; ih to undertake that journey, and that 
my enquiries are fallacious and futile, and are 


only meant to inſult the perſon from whom I 


requeſt the information? Such an abſurd con- 
eluſion would certainly be diſgraceful to his un- 
derſtanding. How did the Directory know that 
it might not be his Majeſty's intentions, to ſend 
ſome oller Miniſter to treat with them ſor 
peace ?- and how was this to be effected till his 
Majeſty knew whether they would receive him? 
And was this knowledge to be gained without 
making the neceſſary inquiries? Was his Ma- 
jeſty to run the riſk of diſpatching a Miniſter 
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to Paris, who might poſlibly, (as in the caſe of 
Mr, Bird ſent to ſtate the real ſituation of the 
Duc de Choiſeul,) be received, upon his arrriyal, 
by i ſome © theatrical figure of the Opera, with, a 
6 head ſhaded by three coloured plumes, ” and 
obligingly delivered into the cuftody of a fero- 
cious Sans Culotte guard, with ſtrict orders to 
hunt him out of their territories ? Thus it muſt 
appear that the accuſations againſt our conduct 
are frivolous and abſurd. With reſpect to the 
propoſed mode of pacification—a Congreſs— 
let us admit the truth of their fallacious aſſer- 
tions,—that a Congreſs muſt naturally make the 
negotiation interminable ; What does it prove ? 
— That their enlightened wiſdom, which could 
diſcoyer imbecillity in a meaſure fo frequently 
recurred to by the powers of Europe, ſhould 
ſuggeſt ſome mode more adequate and expedi- 
_ Yious, particularly as we expreſsly left. it to their 
choice, But what opinion ſhall we form of the | 
judgment of theſe ſapient Archons, : when we 
recollect, that the mode of pacification, . which 
they ſo pointedly ſtigmatize, 1 is declared by t the 
* Law of Nations, (and what i is infinitely greater) 
by that unerring oracle experience, the molt 
. * Vide Vattel, Book i by, chap. 2. 1519700 
| compe- 


(13) 

competent and fayorable to reſtore to Europe 
the bleflings of peace ? They forgot ſurely thoſe 
at Ryfwick, Utrecht, and Aix la Chapelle. Was 
it Juſt then to beſmear with the opprobrious 
charge of perfidy, a nation which propoſed this 
ſalutary and approved meaſure, and which even 
reſig ned the choice of another to the free and' 
W diſcretion of the enemy ? Theſe 
reflections muſt prove to the plaineſt under- 4 
ſtanding, "the ridiculous and ſhallow reaſons, 
affigned by the Directory i in ſupport of their in- 
defenſible conduct. Let us now advert to the * 
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principle which France a afſured us was the only [ 
one, up on which the would conſent to receive | 
( hat ſhe called) juſt and reaſonable overtures, 1 
and! which the announced to be conformable to 9 
the gaity of the Republic. . e eee pl 
oy ) DE DJBIpIDL II on ABI HG IL 1 
This f principle Aa efled itſelf ſprung Rom the | | 

I new-born Co 1 Conſtitution of France, and arrogated - 
to itſelf 58 85 bes power of ſuperſeding and Fl 


abnulling the "treaties which mutually bind the 
feveral States of Euro e. It virtually iſſued | a 
proclamation, that every other power muſt will- 
ingly reſign its choiceſt poſſefſions and deareſt 
Is; that every other power muſt cheerfully 


conſent 


(174) 
tonſent that it ſhould ſwallo up in its inſatiate- 
gulf all their conquered domains: and that it 


ſhould inſtantly recover all the territories which 
it might have loſt in the courſe of the fluctuating 
conteſt. It modeſtly informed them, that theſe | 
ſacrifioes were merely the indifpenſable prelimin- 
ary to the diſcuſſon of the treaty; as the price ſhe' 
exacted for the privilege: of paeiſication, and 
were only preparatory to the ſurrender of their 
remaining poſſeſſions. © As this demand could 
not poſſibly be realized, it could only be 
brought forward for the purpoſe of inſulting 
Great Britain, ſince it required her to ſtrip her- 
ſelf of her vaſt and valuable poſſeſſions, and 
quietly to ſubmit to abject degradation and 
grinding poverty in order to ſult the caprice of 
a wild and inſatiable deſpot. Even this tyrahnid 
; cal principle materially invalidated the foree of 
their former calumny, that the conduct of 
Great Britain was ſull of infincerity and perfid y; 
for, had it been, JInfingers. AR perfidious, it 
would certainly have been conſonant to the dig- 
nity of the Grande Nation, to * down upon” 
it with filent ſcorn, and y with the contempt. als 5 
| ways due to the diſciples of J aſon, from the lofty. 
4 and commanding throne of manly candour :;— 
? Had 


(175 ) 


Had it been, on the contrary, characteriaod by 


| the noble traits. of ingenuouſneſs and ſincerity, 
ſhe certainly deſerved not to be derided by the 
aſſurance, that the only means by which ſhe 
could poſſibly expect the joys of peace (tranſient 
and unſtable probably at beſt), were the imme 


diate and voluntary ſurrender of her wealth, and 


ofall the ſafeguards of exiſtence. %% 463 onde 

A reflection POTN me to . their: 
conduct as compoſed equally of flimſy duplicity 
and infernal malice. If peace was the true in- 


tereſt of Great Britain; and if war was an indiſ- 


penſable duty impoſed upon France by her Con- 
ſtitution, until perfect ſubmiſſion ſhould be made 
toy, its deſpotic mandates, which the French 
Miniſtry, knew was in its nature impracticable, 

and, conſequently, that a continuance of the 


that caſe be ſo loſt; to her duty a8 to profeſs: V 
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1 E effet ferait-il vrai, que L' Angleterre commen- 
« gait. ait ſes veritables iaterctiu. Note de M. Bar- 


thelemi, 1 25 
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This is a paradox, which T have on from 
M. Barthelemi's note, the ſolution of which! 
muſt leave to ſome more Ckilful logician.” 1 


frankly confeſs my flender know 


leftics | renders me 6 RAE „ to the 
taſk. "gu r oe om | - | | TH ITY 


— 


* » 4 6 . f 4 «ov * 
X 4 - : ” K - 1 a 
was th = 3 e „ n 44974 %S 


— 


This conduct on the part of the French 
Directory frikingly indicated a'firm determin 


tion to continue the calamities of war, and o 


permit no principles of equity or reaſon 4 in th 
terſere in the proſecution of their blood y Gates Rl 


Their charges againſt this country, ars 1 88 


and unfounded. With them, an uneg | 
aſſuranee of a pacific diſpoſition is ron 5 
mark of inſineerity; and an ingenuous invitation 

to point out a. channel clearer than that which 
their caprice may chooſe to choak up — 


** 


thorns, is infallibly the criterion of punic | r-. 
| fidy. It is clear, however, that no negotiation 


could poſſibly be eſtabliſhed: fince,' Along y 


n at 3164 7 47 « "They 


ey 


— 
ur 


ſcended to point out any other which might 


be more adequate to the important object in 
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Such, then, bein g the 2 ba * 


tyranny of France, it is obvious, that as long as 


* eon 


ued to intrench herſelf in ſuch inad- 


miffible though paltry principles, his Ty 


Had as ahi batt rat ue 


* 


Bot t notithanding ha notoriouſnes of 


inks the vile ay to ee to their i in- 


Jared country, that they had anxiouſly offered 
the moſt equitable terms to Great Britain in the 


hope of terminating hoſtilities, but that ſhe had 
treated them with the moſt inſulting contempt— 


"iz 1100 . \Þ 4 5 8 TS A 


dd, nd to deſtroy eyery poſſibility of 
W his Majeſty, animated by that love 
. which has inyariably guided his con- 
& | N duct, 


and. that. conſequently, to, her alone was to be 


, therefore, to op 0 ja O12 2 | 
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14666; determined, notwitbſunding his recent 
© iſappdintiment and the diſocuraging diffioultirs 
—— — to reno i antther 
en >a; ne is ee for the bene 
* erage? nn. + ee gore 
D367 tits, ee M16 mod 8099-16} .D53BG; 
b 1 „ Majelly. ee ee 
medum of his Daniſh Majeſty's Miniſter cat 
vrho would be | inveſted with the power of; di-. 


duſſing, with the Executive Directory, the maſt 


proper mean of producing a general peace. 
This mild and contiliatery deſite was received 
with the moſt cold and malignant indifferenoe. 
would eondeſeend to ſigniſy the cauſe oi their 
objections. They forget, however, their dignity 
ſo far as to intimate, that if perſons' were ſent 
furniſhed with full powers, and offinful papers, 
- theſe mlt upon the frentictg demand he 
- paſſports: neceſſary ſor prbues ting to Pais ¶ Rut 


1 wg wee eee baren. | 


| ey 


dicativs 


) 


eee bt be badtie temper of ithe- French 
- Sbrexnment, yet os his Majeſty had the Rrongeſt 


7 veaſons to fappoſe that, owing to the: ĩnnumera-· 
ble ealamities and unſpeakable diſtreſſes pro- 
nation fervently deprecated its continuance, and 
panted for the hour of healing peace, he reſolved 

- that his humane intentions ſhould not be blaſted 
by the wily defigns of her ſanguinary tyrants. 
His Mazeſty, therefore, directed a: ſreſh · overture 
-to be made in bis name. Upon which the 
Directory; flading it no longer poſſible to perſiſt 


in the -abſolate: rejection of them, and -ſeeing 


hut the ſmalleſt pretext for eluding diſcuffion 

Was, by this ſep, annihilated, at length found 

themſelves driven to the neceſſity of indicating 
n/chandeLvthrough which they proſeſſed them- 


-:tveg willing to commence a negotiation, and 


to racev οο Miniſter empowered by his Majeſty 
to eiter rte * ee 
gr ned! Hoi αẽ,w- 


His Majeſty 3 diveiited: Lord 


2:Nobleman from whoſe acknowledged talents 
and CE PR r, 
3) 6 | | | ſhip, 


-Malmetbury: to proceed inſtantly to Paris. A 
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Marrs 


ſhip, "tipo his arrival at Paris, and after the 
Sieh txthdife" r "ralpetiive. powers, del 
fyered u memorial, which wiſely propoſed "the. 
immediate eſtabliſliment'of a general Principle 
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This principle, Honea in generoſity and 
juſtice, was no other than a * offer to Fr 
e compenſation to France, by proportic onable 
*reſtitutions, for thoſe dg which 
the would be called up u pon to alfent, ir u öder tb 
' fativfy the Juſt demands of the Kin King's An ies 
ce and to preſerye the To | Passe 'of Eu- 
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"The" iert ſtated; "that, as" ſoon aß the 
principle ſhould be acknowledged, “ His d 
« jeſty would explain N more particularly 
4 on the application '& this Princip ple to“ the 


er different objects Which might be dilcufſed be- 
"es e tween the 2 858 parties,” * e 
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( 181 ) 
alt ifi bas zer t leaving aff nont nuft. 
ko the beligergat powers, was not arr 
With ap, expedition due to its importance; A 
_ conſiderable time was permitted to elapſe before 
anſwer wa 
Directory at len gth found themſelves under the 
neceſſity of tranſmitting an anſwer; but couch- 
ed in the moſt offenſive and injurious terms. It 
affeQed, to Laps the ſincerity of of thoſe diſpoſi- 
tiqns of of whie] ch his Majeſty had given. ſo unam- 
bignous ALY 1 1 had the audacity to ; fup- 
Poſe that his Majeſly | would betray, the intexeſis 
of his 1 to whom, b be was bound by the moſt 
folemn. treaties, and that, he. would exclude 
them from the advantages of the propoſed Paci- 
fication. It had, however, the puny cunnin g to 


mit a declaration either of recognition. oF re- 
foal of the . n 


115 tt 9 


: vheluott n 135 J 
: aff But althong us h this paltry Pn ende . 


Was perfectiy congenial to the nature of the. 


Exe 


deviſed for the purpoſe of obſtructing the pro- 


rage the. difeuthon, his Lordſhip, without 
| deſcend ung to refute. t | the. fal ſe and op 


VIII 


Directory of uſurpers, Rill, as it was obyiouſly 


imputa ß .(which. were, indeed, far beneath 


the notice of his Majeſty) e confined himſelf to 
N 3 | the 


as returned to it. The French 


wick delay and mi 
length agreed to eſtabliſ the principle — 


(192). 


de aßlie mend ef u ff abet FUR q 


dlaration, either as to the acceptance of this 
principle, or as to the changes or modifications q 
which they might deſire to have made in it, or 
whether; in fine, they eee e ee 
eiple to anſwer” nenn end. e neee 
F erte i ct Nan 
His eds likewiſe afftired: them, That 
© his Majeſty would omit nothing on his part, 
<< as well to diſpoſe his auguſt allies to concur in 
the negotiation, by the means the moſt pro- 
«+ per to facilitate its progreſsʒ as to induee then 
to perſevere in thoſe” pacific ſentiments, uf 
« which his Majeſty the Emperor and King. 
gave to the Government of France, ſo n. 
<& a proof at the opening of the cam 1 
Sentiments which were fo conſonant to his Na- 
jeſty's wiſhes, and ſo eſſential to the re-eftabliſho- 
ment of a general peace upon 56ſt,” bonduräble 
and hee e eee, epd lz 
ien * 126i 2 N 6th 150 4 obstr. 
The Fretioh —— after -the moſt 


t puerile evaſions, Sat 


by his Majeſty, as the vaſis of the ego 
mertiorinls were conſeqiie 


- 

. ö 
* ” 

— 831 ” _ 


King's Miniſter-at their expreſz. defire, contain- 
ing the outlines of the terms of peace, Theſe 
papers were accompanied by a declaration, ex- 

© preſbly and repeatedly made; both verbally and, Fo 

es in writing, that his Majeſty's Miniſter was 
“willing and prepared to enter into the diſcuſ- 
. © fion of the different points there contained, or 
<« into that of any other propoſal or ſcheme; of 
© peace which the French Government Wer 


* wiſh to ſubſtitute 1 in its place.” l 
"IG YO 778 T; fy ; 1 E 
The manner in e they ind the firſt A 


memorial will for ever. brand with infamy their 
eharacter for negotiation. This memorial prin- 
eipally related to the reftitutions to the Emperor 
and King of all his dominions, on the footing 
of the ſtatus ante bellum: which reſtitutions, 


2 a 1 
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on the part of France, were to be compenſated : 
by the, entire and unreſerved reſtoration of al | 
the conqueſts which his Britannic Majeſty had i 


made upon her in the * and Weſt Indies. 
tr ü ion 
A propoſal ſo, mandy in itſelf, Wt 8 
ereditable to che generoſſty of bis Majeſty, was 
ſeornfully rejected, as a direct interference with 
unn enigmatical Conſtitution of 
nth > MY France. 


. / ** E 


(184) 


i France.” They gave us to underſtand that the 
Emperor eduld not flatter himſelf with the hopes 
of recovering his poſſeſſions, loſt by the caſualty. 
of the war, merely from their having taken the 
| Hberty to annex them to their Conſtitution; and 
that they could not be diſpoſed of without 
flinging the nation into all the confuſion which 
muſt follow a r * 1 
ſemblies. ee ee e, Ai; 16 et OY 


oo kgn 5 $2.46 LABS, Lads” e IO ids 

This prepoſterous doctrine ding Ae c 
combated by Lord Malmeſbury, as being ineom- 
patible with every rule of equity and juſtice, and 
inimical to the grand object in view, was imme- 
diately followed by a: peremptory deſire to deli- 
ver to them, at the very outſet of the buſineſs, a 
. ſtatement of the final terms to which his Court 
 would-in any caſe aecede. As his Lordſhip was 
yet ignorant, whether they had-accepted his firſt 
propoſul, ſince they had not yet acknowledged 
it, nor informed him of the nature or extent of 
their objections to it; much leſs received from 
them any other offer or plan of penee he could 
net poſibly. reply to a deſire ſo extravagant in 
ie nature, and ig imer icable in its erpfution, 
in wy other manner. than. by. firm but mild 

{4B PIN | | refuſal, 


- (485 ) 
»:refuſkl.o—It was a demand bich directly tended 


+ to ſhut the door to all negotiation, by totally de- 


_ viſtraying every poſſibility, of adjuſting; the points 
ol contention. After, his Lordfhip had affigned 
the reaſo 
inadmiſſible, and had, at the ſame time, renew- 
ed his former declarations of readineſs to enter 


into the diſcuſſion, of the propoſal which be had 


conveyed, or of any other which they might 


think proper to communicate to him, he re- 
_ ceived no other anſwer than an abrupt order to 


quit. Faris in n hours. 

: of TR ,g98)7 M7 MI 14373 TO O84 1 it 

amd gonduct. on x Wein oh ſo ained with . 
barous indeceney, clearly demonſtrated, that, at 


uo period, was the termination of the war de- 


ſired-hy France, But forgetting, for a moment, 
-: their: ferocity a let us adver 


,6able. It was, inſiſted; upon, it appears, by the 
Nirectory, that all the? territories; which; ante- 


cedently to the war, might have belonged to the 
different belligerent powers, were, from their 


being annexed to the conſtitution of France 


e if the Tame claim that M. Barthelent b brought 
+ forward in his note; dated March 8th," 1c NIS 41 


n | ſubſequently 


18 which rendered this requeſt: totally 


to the cauſes which 
they aſſigned as rendering our wiſhes impracti- 
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( 186.) | 


fubſequently to ity rendered aue irreoovers.. | 


2 to ** 3 FN owners. t Hi vs 
i t GO my 
euer abs fron! FA nbd a deſ- 
potiſm? With what juſtice could France ar- 
rogate to herſelf the right of diſpoſing of the 
territory of her enemies, which had fallen into 
her hands only by the- chance of. fluctuating, - 
war. All Europe was not, ſurely, to be guided 
by her deſpotic will. Europe was not certainly 
to be bound by a law which tore her in atoms, 
merely becauſe that law enriched France. Has 
any ſtate an excluſive right of ſetting up in its, 
dominions a droit public, which is to level with 
the ground the droit public of Europe, acnow- 
ledged as ſuch by all the members (excepting 
that particular State) of the great common- 
wealth of Europe? No other ſentiment, =: hg 
but that of outrageous: madneſs could poſſibly! 
fuggeſt the. creation of a law, which was in its 
nature hoſtile to the very exiſtenee of other 
countries, and which, it conſequently could not 
be expected, that other countries would acknow- 


legge. Had they the excluſive power to annul 


alltreaties which bound Europe, and whieb are 
known to be neceſſary to her ſafety and inde- 
Aid) 6 | pendence * 


( 199) 


pendence? As they knew that thoſe treaties 
were in force previouſly to the enaction of their 
new code of laws, what reaſon had they to 
ſuppoſe that thoſe "treaties would give prece- 
denvy to'this infant tyrant? Has any power in 
Europe a Juſt right to ſeparate herſelf from the 
acknowledged laws by which the States of 
Europe are leagued' together, and to raiſe up 
an arbitrary code of her own ; and to exact, 
beſides, that Europe ſhould abrogate her an- 
cient laws, and abide by this particular one, at 
the fame time that ĩt is known to the European 
commonwealth to be hoſtile to her intereſts and 
dangerous to her'exiſtence ? The auguſt col. 

lege of the ancient European States was not to 
be governed by the deſpotie mandates of the 
profeſſors of 'atiarchy and revolt, nor were we 
to be reconciled” to their barbarous whim, by 
che allbrauce, chat, us am unalterable declaration 
was made, at the framing of this conſtitution, 
that every atom which it hen poſſeſſed was 
fol kv Unalienable, we ſhould acquieſce'in'it; © 
as à tfiffing inconvenience, ' and ebearfully ſub- 
mit to the ruinous degradation. According to 
their mode of reaſoning; had they conquered 
Ireland, vr; in fact, any other valuable part of : 
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on 22 of cet 10.00 renn n 3 MT: 
this empire, that poſſeſſion would, e | 
Kantly an integral part of France, and would be 
ever after, irrecoyerable by Great Britain; aud 
by no means ſubject to the principle of, eie 
procity of ceſſion. * This, we are told, ariſes 
from the clauſe which prohibits abdication, with» 
out. paſling- through, the prolix ordeal. of the 
primary aſſemblies ;. and, which, eyen if agreed 
to, muſt en employ a ſpace of nine years? 


37 bog Hod N ard 
® I aver hes —— afferted incompatibility of the 8 


to enter into a negociation, owing” to alleged? binnen 
which bounded its intentions, -is; contradicted byth&Con+ 
ſtitution itſelf,” <* The Directory o u 
tion — Titre 12, NN 1 Toe) * 

« political correſpondence With the exteribr, Maler 
„ tiation,”” &. Again, art. 3830,“ Ie is « 00 gone 
© make preliminary ſtipulations,” &c,—A \gain, 4 355 
particularly affirms, © that the Executive Diredto 

& figns, or cauſes to be ſigned, with Pore Pes 85 


© Treatits of Peace, and other cats nubioh it vc judge 


66 * nece{ſary for the good of | the State.'—L | arts 335. 480 
oug 


announces in the moſt unequivocal terms, that 


„ Treaties are only valid when they have been examined 
«and ratified by the Legiſlative Body: neveriÞda/ts the fir 
i cret conditions may receive provifionally their eee the 
& moment they are agreed to by the Directory. Now, I u 


be glad to be informed, how theſe excly/foe_ privileges af the 


Directory could be acted upon, without it had the, pecef+ 


fary, powers, and how theſe powers could be employed and 
guided, except by the judgment and Still of their, excluſive 
poſſeſſors the Directory, (accountable, no doubt, in this 
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I the mere annexation of territory to the con- 
Altuli6h” conſtitutes individual poſſeffi on, had 
they, in the courſe of the war, loſt Calais or 
Breſt, or any other valuable member which was 
ante xed to their conſtitution at its inauguration, 
that conqueſt muſt have been reſtored, merely 
as" a ſutisfaction to the conſtitutional law; in 


that light only was'it to be judged :—not as an 


Sbje& of proportionate compenſation, but as a 


trifling reſtitution fimply to humour the caprice 
of this new-born code—a code born of violence 
and. rapacity, at whoſe awful birth were inſtant- 
ly offered up as victims the deareſt poſſeſſions of 
nei Chbouring States.—It muſt be granted, how- 
ever, that, if it was required by France that we 
ſhould pay the moſt implicit obedience to the 
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comma mands of this law, it ſhould, at leaſt, have 


been clear and illuminative, to enable us to 
avoid the rocks of doubt and error. It ſhould 


hi ave been, written i in ſuch unequivocal language 


ny other cafes, to the Legiſlative Body,) when it 
mould find it nereſſary ' av bien de Vetat?” I would Bke- 
Wife alle, which is moſt entitled to credit, the voice of the 
Comiſtitution, which affigns to it theſe powers, and which, 
or its ſanctity and truth; they held up for the reverence and 

imitatien Gr all mankind; or theſe mere aſſertions unſupported 
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as to ſet et defiance all poſſibility of miſtuke. 
No man can obey « law without properly under 
ſtanding what that law enacts, and that ĩndubi- 
| table perſpicuity is; doubtleſs, rendered neceſſary 
| iin proportion to its importance; every law, 
therefore, which affects the proſperity, happi- 
neſs, and exiſtence of a man, ſhould be written 
in letters of ſo clear a magnitude, that equivooa- 
tions or miſapprehenfions could have no oppor- 
tunity to ariſe. Was this the caſe with reſpe& to 
rhe law which ſeattered the dominiohs of Europe, 
and drove them into the graſp of avaricious 
France? So far from being clear and explicit; I 
aver, that no man will be willing to hazurd tlie de- 
claration, that thereè is one ſingle word to be ſeen 
concerning the Huſiun Netherlimds in the whole 
immaculate Gallican deeretal: ſo that e may 
fairly deny its exiſtence. It is not, however; dif- 
flieult to trace this paradox to its ſburce. No 
man will ſurely ſuffer himſelf" to be the dupe 
of this ſhallow artifice, and fuppoſe” that the 
French Directory realiy felt thetmſelves bound 
by the voice of this Conſtitution, and could not | 
poſſibly but obey its mandates. The opinion 
cannot, for an inſtant, bes Eiftertained, that'the 
Prelent rulers would” pay thefe Poftbumous and 
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bs ts ee ere-dogmedt0 
he conſined. It Will not be believed, that they 


WMuld pay: implicit obedience to a law, which | 


laid down commands without providing for pro- 
- /bable caſualty, or diſtant contingency; which 
bound them to its deſpotio mandates amidſt 
the innumerable fluctuations of war. No man 
Will cbetray the weakneſs to affirm, that the 
reigning bench ef Deſpots paid this ſolemn tri- 
bute of reſpect to the manes of a departed and 
annihilated Government, which bequeathed. to 


in heir mature, and unalterably the ſame, amidſt 
the advantages of victory or diſaſters of defeat. 
It. Vas nat, poſſible for theſe men to guide the 
helm of France, without poſſeſſing the inherent 


88d. pezſpnal power of making peace conſiſtent 


vith the accidental ſituation in which ſhe might 
than be, and ſuitable. ta her exiſting intereſts. 
-Thay,would nat, therefore, ſuffer, themſelves to 
(Þ6,69ntrouled by a law, which, as it directed 
hen ſame courſe to be Obſerved whether in peace 
NMR, Megeſfarily precluded them from, th op- 
Portumity, of making, by mutual ceſſion, pro- 
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ouriſhed the infatiate ſpirit of ra. 
| Has ever ſtimulatzd » upſtart 
and afforded them an opportunity of 


ptelfieving their authority by « flagrant impoti- 
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by a moſt flagrant” and abandoned 
ward Ka others. Confident W 255 


"th, Peaceful intentions of 


bls Majety, and of counteraQing the Kill and N 


with compliance; they 


den ric 
vii was 
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conſequently, required to be given in, 


would be Willing to Weeds; —A demand which, 
a5 they had not figuified to what points in the 
memorial bey lad any objections, and what 

11 they were willing to n e in re- 


1 | — | it entirely deſtroyed every means 
nion, and Aer annihilated all 


nch 
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red that the peremptory exaction of an 
m, would anſwer all their purpoſes, and 
heir utmoſt wiſhes. An ultima- 


final terms to 'which Great Britain 
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vullug to make fbr wb rerarmof beneg unoük 

afſtirding us u,] information of the intended 
Veſſions on their purt, eould not in the nattire 

of things be domplied wr. Cogent and eff. 
table veaſons ateompanied this refuſal: hut Yhty 
had not the magic power tö depr #He te- 
tory e this glerious opportunity of trĩutnphifig 
in the ſucceſs of their diaboliesl Teheine? They 
inftantly ſent a moſt inſulting order to his Ma- 
Jeſty's NMiniſter to guft theterrrtorley cf Frähee. 
And, indeed, bed any eng been artig e 


W rd been rr Endep 
this abrupt and infölent mättdate!-FIis Ed 
ſhip is there informed, that? Becatrſe he woufd 
not itiftantly aceclle te demantis of T natüft fb 
Unprecedented 4nd ünetpEcted, that the Cu 
'Hotthibe been ſpectilated by the wildeft uff 
ary, before he had the neceffiiry authority, And 
which was ſolely derivable from his Court: that 
becauſt he wotild not thbke #publi' anpidy of 
all one mtended Feffiönis, Withöuf ever E PNC 
Tre Gf A Peep Ht theirs, he Was Tt à mir After 
tlleir on hearts, and” gave theft no hopes" of 
beb6iningthe dips 46 Hdir hall And . 
ee -artifiee * vaded 3. freer; kat 
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ess) | 
| 4,be-equally eapablerofiotiong- 
ling the difficulties of negotiation. In: juſtice 
do genius it muſt he · confeſſed that they have 
-acqured exedit ſor the ndvelty of the-difedvery, 
ahnt to the oanduct of thoſe arduous and intst- 
ta which plenipetentiaries-mayy.lierd- 
after; he. found: inadequate, eouxiers maybe 
luppoſed. to he fully competent. 355513} ent ft 
Said ot be ges Daene Fee? vHRUSHHH. 
rhaps, be unworthy of remark, 
Sen ee Migiſter. (De. la Crain): di, 


Tenſe. for the. darrender,of the Auſtrian Nether- 
lande, n. the; part of. the Emperor, might be 
iRaſily ſonnd hy the xobbery of the neighbouring 
Ftates za hunt ag fſuch. predatory views, could, be 
he only by-. powers poſſeſſing the ſame 
vicious principles, they naturally met with an 
immediate; repulſee........ od) | aft af i ts 
fac: * 119) Hil mon 9lforireh vio rw Hu 
d (This theſis has been ſon oben,, and fo,ably 
Sue bar it Gems: nneceſſacy to enter into 
4 maxe minate dgtail of the inconſiſtent and 
4 anpieal.confdyd} of France. I, cannot, bow 
aver refrain ram ęxpreſing my ſurpriſe at the 
attempt, of Mr. k reed the bebayi- 
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n and padde): uus a diſpute about no- 
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_* ſtant alternative between pence h war, he 
ſays, © had been the /ervors object of this Em- 
<tibatlhi, was not n mn¹öH the Ambaliador's digh 
Wigesty act great capacity; tobe truſted with 
roeven a fitgie verm which:conſtituted: the An 
©9479 of embaffß ?” To affirm that Lord 
Mal meſbuly wes nut in poffeffion of terms; fm 
che mere tire tan ce of _ — 
— "althy 6id-Mitderbl art of ſopluſtry. 
s 89 Sa#:<photafions/ without having ef- 
Vliſhedpievilfes! He would; indeed, be an un- 
er eee ee who 
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he nebel pLJHJEF One: Had the Britiſh Aimbur- 


"Hd been if. Poſfeffon Gf ten thouſttid; he was 
prevented from declaring one ef mem, by an 

abrupt demand which aboliſhed mutual diſ- 
treat Which Hntnecfatety ved their 
"Girtfat V GAT of” the” print 
I Goitipetifittiens PO Ive regeyed de Ge- 
"Hard" Would rb Beth 40 etre the antbroſts 
lchis ountr yr, Hie ut wou haue been 

highly 'Triminal ; 8 ſuch an expoſure muſt 
Anis | O 3 have 
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Kane « of his expreſſed inabilit 3 2 ut, 
ly an ultimatum, it i ma) Edo”: d, , the 

altt ough the Britiſh Ambu dor was, doubtleſs 
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"the e ha ment of the terms f peace ; "It 
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thah Ibis 3rofignation, oa! their: porta wu tu be” 
compenſated by adeqyate, ceffions ow thei paytof | 
his Britannic Majeſty, it was fully competent to 
open the qbannel..of fir and Honourable ndgo- 
7 5 bad fuch 2 defirę cxiſled on-the-partio$s 
eee, a6 manly ends nandid- 
eelaration, a8 ever was offered; by a nniniſter- 
| at i commencement;of a, negotiation: 8 29119 
Wer e RQUibnog 1100 503 to muiehund m3 
care next attracted by hi labored diſſerta- 
tion. wo pror 8. that the war;wagifolely continited 
for the... recovery of, Balgiamai Tp -afBſh hid: 
argument he ſlates tho following -cade!: OI 
< me ſuppoſe ſhe. had. een willing eto frede.l 
ys Belgium aud ever territory of any ebnſe« 
<,quence_demanded-of her, with thetergegtinẽnd 
gf ſome inſignißcant town or fort, whiehſhe 
« had refuſed upon the footing of an nge Asen 
*.Juring: the war, under her.conſtitutian:1c Let! 
©. M9; farther, ſuppoſe . (which.. is nece@aryg ta, 
bring the tonchſtone to the argument) that it! 
$1 a ditted the thing refuſed was of m 
Ws ng g value tg. Great Britain Atlaſuah;: 
afp, is any man prepared. to, oontend, that 1 
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clntions obſerver.” Tt dg, indeed, athiiirably Et! 
culited-ad chprandum vulgusCert tily not, 
cries a thündering acchamstion Heft de And 
tum ſonctorum of the Correſponding Society: 
andilviſore” he is” ih ol" cue df the 
cbntinuanoe /6f ihe wir; LWwhkichi un quieltion- 
ably pies qs impropritty.” With" every de- 
ferekce, horde wer te ſs venerable a judgment, 
Iahuſt avertHir this queſtion: is uſeleſs. Al- 
thougly war grant" that"k priticiple Aerttes f. 
portifiee? foldly from its effccts, und although ; 
- weſcder chat if, fi Conformity" ts this v8 
ravioas2principle, they" had feized upon” the 
huts of the Bſhuimairs, it Would have beem to 
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Their dewoninck hatred of the falotary biet 
Gings of peace, but too plainly. evinced at. che 
commencement, of the negotiation; their futile 


_ objections ariſiug from the conſciouſneſs of the 


Juſtice on- which it would have been founded ; 


and their inſatiable ambition, and boundleſs de- : 
fire. of aggrandizementz.. form a. rikipg-and 


memorable contraſt ; to the ingenuous offen of 
amity, to the manly and generous ardeur cat 
once demonſtrative of ſincerity, and favourable 


to ſucces, and to the heroic and. unexampled 


diſintereſtedneſs which characterized. the gane 


duct of his Majeſty a conduct which; ip ſpite 
of the machinations of faction, will proye an in- 


vulnerable ſhield to protect a Prince ho reigus 
in the hearts of his e 8 


i He 256 1+ 1117 
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de Hon theſe conſiderations is. manife, that 
nothing was left to his Majeſty.but;to, proſeeute 
a war which was prolonged ſolely. hy. the ges- 
e \erſexerance. of France inthe malignany 
and deſtructive views in; which .it riginatad .- 
Not long, however aft bz 9bropt.; torming- 
tion 
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of the French arms was Marked By the moſt 45 


pid and unexpected ſucceſs. The tide of 
petity, Whieh had 10 lately waftedd che Aal an 
der ſeas ef glory, füddenly tained agant 
them, and left then ſtranded upon” tlie ber 
Fallverſity and deſpair The Emperor foun 
binifelf reduced to the neceffity of offering Fe 
poſals for 'peace; in which his Belgie territories 
Ferre the victitns he was forced tö fücriflce it Wit 


altar f Regicide, for the preſtt vation of his other 
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22WG*fobtier Had fis"Ntety feafot chat the 
Pprehmmmaries of à peace Between” cnt "and 

Pfahcè had been ſigned, than that warm regard 
för the Hüppineſs of his people, which has eyer 
bben the characteriſtic of His conduct, prompt ted 


him to confider that as a favorable opportu Fi to 
enquire the diſpoſition of France upon the ſub- 
je& of à general peace: under the "Envidtion, 
nue e celtöt cd the Pelbie provinces, di on the 
perv of Iris Iinperia Migetty, neceflarily t 

faaphIV the Work of pacifibatifi, and ban eie 1 
ptotely5citiofedotie' 'of tHe prineipal cafes Chick 
endered 1 ual the former attem pte 01 "my 
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in the tenderneſs of affection for bis people, 
earneſtly implored the renewal. af an endenwur 
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Animated with thats views, the King cauſed 
a note to be tranſmitted to tho. French Pires 
tory,, expreſſive of his former and unaltered, ps- = 
.cific ſentiments, and propoling to enter in — 


eee the pretenſion,of qaok 
party, for the, regulation of, the. ge 
er which. 2 be , defghiels,.4r- 
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heir former hoſtile temper. They inſtantly re 
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veticdty neceffarily rel 
Wn 0 — turn of the negotiation) Pat 
ports were ſent, drawn up, however, in terms 
bach Abe) Wroghtel 0 Hcniitlves the uncon- 
eee gs er def Hing; aud to” which they 
e d to Pay the möft iinplicit öbediehce: 


hey Were tttide öut 10h 1 Ninifter furnithed 
th Far Powers fr the pitrpors'of  iegotiating 


a ee and" Neale tfesty of peace with 
menen Republic This 'Girbimfiatice 


ee Properly refit ed | by Lord Grenville, 
in bis anſwer to iifler for Foreign Affairs, 


is- Sir Meſehptiött intertsd in them of the na- 
re af Ertraxef che powers; And of the mit. 


= e er e Rings" Flempbfentiary“ They 


_ *elvformed; that fs his dull powers dramm-up 


Kn the un form, would *nolade* every. caſe, 
Sm Wert 
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Vveli inte dtatel Tet GH best; : 


as © differing from the uſual form, by the parti- 


— 


0 
mode of negetiation, would give him the moſt 
d unlimitted authority to conclude any article 
_ © or treaties, whether prelimingry. or definitive, 
- © as might be beſt conducive to the vw * 
ee of pence.” went” 


| Hi Majeſty, differing ſo a 3 the 
conſtant practice of the French DireQory, would 
not ſuffer puny teſtineſs to interſere in his plan 
of general humanity, He therefore informed 
them, that he did not by any means make a 
point of concluding a preliminary treaty, but 
would only prefer that mode, whatever it might 
be, which ſhould be found the beſt calculated Jag 
accelerate the concluſion n 12 


His Majeſty: added, „ that « bly Tenipe ntiary 
would be equally ready and authorized to. begin 
the negotiation without delay, upon either ſoot» 
ing, upon the footing of a preliminary treaty, or 0 r 
ſhould ſuch continue to be the wiſh of topo 5 
| one be on that we definitive treaty 2417 
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With abe to — fipunte 
peace, his Majeſty aſſured them; that he would 


W no o objection to feitle by y tres treaty of F tl this. 
kind, 
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| kind, whatever related to the reſpe tereſ 

of France and of Great- Britain, as has bee 

uthally the practice in ſimilar caſes; but that he 
could not allow any doubts to ſubſiſt, as to his 
intention of providing for what was due to the 
intereſts of his ally, her moſt faithful Majeſty. 
And, in purſuance of the ſame principles,” that 
his Majeſty. would not refuſe to enter into ſuch 
explanations with reſpect to the intereſts of Spain 


and Holland, as might appear Hecefliry for the 
a aug of TORY. Rt 155 0 MT 


10 974 1 17 
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21 0 wage) Iikewits informed them, that he 
had made c holce of "Lord Were to o repre- 
| e ſent 


Se bed that it has Frequently been. aflerted i in this 
ountry, ; the ſending of Lord Malmeſbury to Liſle is a 


and, that the circumſtance of Belgium being ſuffered to re- 
main in the hands of the French, notwithſtanding the vio- 
lent ſtruggle made for its recovery by his Lordſhip at Paris, 
is & proof of the infincerity of the h. Convinced, as I am, 
of the number and 24a of the advocates: of France, I am 
Kill inclined to hope, for the credit of Britiſh intellect, that 
ſo ſcandalizing a report is unfounded.. | 

I Rabe ever conſidered the fluctuation of war far beyond 
the powers af human goreſight. The keeneſt perſpicacity is 
but little able to penetrate with- confidence of ſucceſs into 

a 41 and myſterious womb of fate. It cannot, there 
| FP, P'S f fore, 


ve proof of our inſincerity in the Ia negotiation; | 
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ſent him on this important occaſion, ſor whom 
he deſired a fimilat paſſport to that ſent for his 
Annen the eee i Ago 


2 1 juſt cauſe for APY that what a Nr " 
vrith-perpetuity ; the, in the agony. of ſeparation, laments 
381 torn from her by t the fortune of to-day. That t the = 
ture, by the ftrong a arm of power, of a cheriſhed and vafu- 
able poſſeſſion nocaffarily- proves that our former affection 
for it was hypocritical, that our exertions to preſęr d it were 
Feigned and inſincere, and that our , preſent lament ations 
are forced and unnatural, is a paradox refuted by daily „K- 
perience. The affertion that our ſurrender of a 3 ſu- 
Pexior force neceſſarily falſiies all our former ayowed wiſhes 
to maintain it, and invalidates and durleſqves our ſorrow- 
ful expreſſions of f regret at its loſs, i is a polt which at the 
powers of fophiſtry, intrenclied; av they may be, in the faft- | 
neſſes of ſedition, and ſuſtained by a hoſt of; rabble u- 
ments, will find themſelves unable to maintain. lk 
That the acknowledged! propriety of Conduct ke 
by the noble Ambaſſador in the former momentous tk, 
ſhould render him totally unfit for the latter, that the happy 
diſplay of ſuperior talent over an antagoniſt upon one Ga- 
ſion, neceſſarily made him "incapable ef employing“ it 
wiith ſucceſs upon another, 'owitig to the puling and trein- 
bling caprice (ariſing from the black malignity of tonſcious 
inferiority) of that antagoniſt; and that the Rirenwoils'exer- 
tion of patriotic ability, in the defence of therights and An- 
ſtereſts of his country, juſtly merits the opprobrium and eulls 
dor the ſlander (for even the /uppoſition, much more the er- 
mon, that a man of honor would become che tool of artful 


| Ane is a moſt ſerious . 'of bis eountryment- are 
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Do this e ingenueus beyond ex- 


ample, the French Directory returned an anſwer 
couched in the moſt arrogant and offenſive lan- 


guage. Senſible how ardently the return 


peace was deſired by the French nation, they 
were fearful of producing, however "fervently 
they might perſonally wiſh, the rupture of the 
| negotiation in its ; preſent ſiage.— They were 


*forced therefore to agree that his Majeſty ſhould 


«13 


wake, by his Plenipotentiary, ſuch propoſals « or 
ſtipulations as he ſhould think proper for ber 
moſt faithful Majeſty; as, in return, the Pleni- 
E potentiaries of the Republic wonld do for their 
ne Catholic - and the: > Batayian, Re- 


JR their; meeting, ppon, a the diſeus: 


748 on wt $811 


;+-Airing of parpllaes which my poor fagacity | is ale to 


unxavel el muſt refer them for ſolution. to the diſciples of 

= new ſchogl ef philoſophy and logie. 8 

olf this report be well founded, and if this calumnious de- 

„laration has really been broached in the face of days, (which 

„Lam loth te believe) I would preſume to recommend the 
.: induſtrious. propagators of ſuch unſeemly maſſes of folly, in- 
teach of triumphantly launching them for the ridicule of 


dommon ſenſe, to ſtifle them e m as een | 


+ offepring:of,gddle brains. , Nas vi" t 
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flow of à definitive treaty. To which capricious | 
deſire his Majeſty, although ſenſible of the hoſf- 
tile ſpirit which diQated it, voluntarily ac+ 
Bel ons don Sic isn in it en 106k, 
Wa unable to conceal that Firit o infule 
which has inceſſantly marked their conduct, 
they had the unqualified effrontery to aſſure us, 
chat, though they accepted Lord Malmeſbury as 
his Majeſty's Plenipotentiary, another choice 
«would have appeared to them to augur more 
< fayourably for the ſpeedy ooneluſion of peace.” 
To hurl foul and injurious ſneers at a nation, 
without being able to afſign juſt reaſons for ſueh 
licentious conduct, is a ſpecimen of outrageous 
arrogance ſeldom to be met with. It was, how-. 
ever, perſectly congenial to the temper which 
ruled the Miniſtry of France, and may, perhaps, 
find fome excuſe in ſyſtematic audacity. They 
were tormented, it would appear, that his Lord-: 
ſhip's well known ſagacity and accompliſhed 
mind-did not diſpoſe him either to become the 
dupe of their paltry artifioe, or to lend himſelf 
a. tool to their ſorry and barbarous policy. It 
| os By n e the min 
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was only rewarded with filent diſdain. 
But as if this unwarrantable arrogance had 
not been ſufficient to caſt ſome gloom upon the 


ſucceſs of the negotiation, they were determined 


to encreaſe the opaque cloud that environed our 
hopes, by expreſſing a demand of a moſt inſult- 
ing nature: they deſired, that couriers ſhould 


not be ſent too frequently, the frequent ſending 


of them having been (as they allege) one of the 
principal cauſes of the rupture of the former ne- 
gotiation. A declaration ſo foul. in its nature, 
and ſo falſe in point of fact, certainly merited no 
other notice than the moſt contemptuous ſilence: 

coul, fince it could have been brought for- 
wand ſolely with a view to poiſon the progreſs of 
the preſent important affair, by a malicious de- 


ſixe to recal to recollection, (which for their 
on credit they ſhould have been anxious to 
have buried in oblivion) the cauſe of diſaſter to 
the former ;—and falſe, fince it is known to all 


Europe, that the ſole cauſe of that failure is to 


be attributed to the inordinate rapaciouſneſs and 


1 rancour of France herſelf: truths 
P 4 Which 


5 Mæzeſty to conſult bis enemies upon the choice 
of his Ambaſlador, ſo that their Wee remark. . 
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which the vile mendaeities of France need | 3h 
pretend to ĩmp ait. 
lde Gbr nr oft 5» 10 S $4: mY 19391. 
Notwithſtanding this 1ofolent * 1 
conduct on the part of his enemies augured inau- 
ſpiciouſly for the happy coneluſion of the nego- 
tiation, and would have juſtified the King in in- 
ſlantly diſcontinuing it, ſtill his Majeſty-refolved - 
to diſregard it, though; but too. well convineed 
of the noxious fountain whence it ſprung, and of 
its baneful tendency, from a noble and paternal 
determination that nothing, on his part, ſnould 
Wh — hops was about 
Mh —— an 4 WEE Ons 5209850 a0. 
toe no Ae on r 36 Aida gn at Ol 
Lord Malmeſbury, conſequently; repaired: ta. 
Liſle, (the place appointed by the Dinectory as 
the ſeat of negotiation) furniſned with the maſi. 
ample powers, and. inſtructed to communicgte 
Ce; an explicit and detailed plan of peace 
He deliyered, therefore, tothe French Minifters,) 
in his firſt, conference, with, them, a projet juſt 
and maderate in its principles, and embracing all 
the intereſts of each nation concerned in the re- 
ſtoration of peace. He tranſmitted to them, at 
their 


„ (67 % | 
thelv:requeſt, a confidential note, demonſtrating - 
at one view the utmoſt extent of hid "Majeſty's 
pretenſions, and affording; the moſt favorable 
opportunity ſor the examination of every indivis 
dual claim, for mutual coneeſſions, and for the 
amicable diſcuſſion of every conteſted point, 
« a8 a proof of his readineſs to facilitate the pro- 
© greſt of the negotiation, by giving them in the 
very outſet all the explanation in his power on 
8 e of the en he had e K 
1 _ f 2 O 
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MPocthis Aibetal. pitoodig: no other anfwer. 
was given than à wiſh-to treat with his Lordſhip 
upon detached and collateral points; difim@ 
from the main object of the negotiation, and 
evidently ſtarted with a view to retard its pro- 
greſs if not totally to deſeat its object: ſince | 
ſome of theſe preliminary points could not poſſi- 
blyprodues any real advantage to France; and 
others were of ſo extravagant a nature that they” 
could''not have been anticipated by the wildeſt 
ſpveulatiſtʒ and certainly could tiot, in their pre- 
bent ode date, he realized by Oteat Biithiti! 
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. = Theſe inſulated points, frivolous as-they'w 


were readily" received by his Lordſhip, and in- 
ftantly-tranſmitted- to bis Court; not undon- 
feious of their dangerous tendency, and of their 
madequaey to the ſucceſs of the grand object in 
view; but firmly determined that no opportunity 
fhould be afforded: to their captious diſpoſition 
of complaining of an unwillingneſs, on the part 
of the King's Miniſter, to receive any 42 ae 
however futile and enn, _ — 


(Ant on, 


This goa paved the ways as might readily 
be ſuppoſed, for ſtill more inimical demands. 
And his Lordſhip, who had waited with anxious 
expectation ſor an anſwer to his equitable projet, 
was aſtoniſned to find, that, inſtead of a reeog- 
nition of the projet, or a declaration of its unſa- 
vorable parts, or at leaſt, an offer on their part 
of a contre- projet, the principle of mutual com- 
penſation, ſo lately admitted by common eonſent 
as a juſt and equitable baſis ef negotiation, was 
now ſuddenly hurled into atoms, and that in its 
place a demand had ariſen of the moſt unprece- 
dented form, and of the moſt extravagant na- 
ture, born of the moſt rancorous and inſatiate 

hoſtility. 
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words of his Majeſty in his publiſhed declara- 


tone) c the abſolute and unconditional furrender 


*, all that the energy of his people and the valour 

4 his fleets and armies haue conquered. m the 
 #:prefent war, either from France or from her 
« allies,” A demand ſo hoſtile to all mode- 
ration or juſtice, could be brought forward ſor 
no other motive than to tear aſunder every poſ- 
fibility of mutual agreement, and to launch 
afreſh into the horrors of inevitable war. Such 
was the unexampled effrontery of the directorial 
dictators, that they did not even preſume to af- 
ſign this demand as conſtituting the terms of 
peace, but merely as the price of negotiation 
it was expreſsly denominated © lan indiſpenſable 
ce preliminary of the negotiation; it was the 
condition by which this country was permitted 
to know by what further ſacrifices the could 
hope to obtain the proſpect of inſecure peace; 
fince by the unqualiſied ſurrender of all our 
means of ſafety, ve could only depend ſor mo- 
mentary tranquillity upon the . Wee of 
an inveterate foe. Mee 99: 00 Borg et 
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This outrageous demand, which Was to to ſtrip 
Bis Majeſty of all the fruits of his does, a 
by increaſing the firength of the enemy, ING 
expoſe his people to the horrors of invaſion and 
ſlavery, would doubt] eſs have completely y "Juſtifi 
ed his Majeſty i in inſtantly terminating t the pend- 8 


ing negotiation , but. firmly reſolyed that nothing, 


on his part, ſhould militate againſt ſo general 2 


blefling as peace; and convinced how fincerely 
it was deſired by Europe, he determined that 
nothing. ſhould be left untried by Which it 
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could - poſſibly be procured: He merely con- 
tented himſelf with a firm but conciliatory re- 
jection of this prepoſterous demand, and i in the | 
hope that the Directory would reflect upon the 
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2 injuſtice of their condud, and. be 
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inen e oh 8 u 5 be directed that 
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an-opening ſhquld Kill be leſt ſor treating, on 
ſuch, reaſonable grounds, as might be compati- 


#5 — 1 2 


hle with the dignity of his Crown, an T8.T! d th e in- 
tereſts and ſafety. of his oogle 
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duct on the part of his enemies. It was to be 


- 


1 IS that ſince their rapacious and ſweep- 


ing el claim 4 deſtroyed the foundation of his Ma- 
gb! 


J 8 propoſition, , they would, at leaſt, have 


9 elivered in their oounter- propoſi ition; this ex- 


pectation v was augmeuted too by the confe Mon of 
the Plenipotentiaries themſelves, that it was the 
beſt and fole method to accelerate the "buſineſs, 
and 1 that we had an undoubted right to expe 
it; and alſo from their candid offer to deliver'a 
Heat of the propoſals which they had to 
make, in caſe their inſulated points were not 
agreed to. Sentiments to this effect were con- 


ſequentiy exprefſed by Lord Malmeſbury at the 


next conference he held with the French Pleni- 
9141 


Potentiaries, and were ackriowletlged by them to 
be founded in juſtice: at the ſame time they 


1 


aſſüred bim, that they muſt wait for inſtructions 


'- 8. 


from the Directory, which they did not doubt 


180 Ds 


: they ſoon would be able to procure. Con- 
41% 


ſiderable time elapſed, however, after his-Ma- 
jelty's s firm and explicit rejection of the exorbi- 
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tant demand had been accepted; and ſome more 


ſavourable proſpect of ſucceſsful iſſue appeared 


from their openly diſclaiming it, and from their 


OJ 9 


Sh Irie 


ä 5  counter- 
aD ialimi Dog _ ; 


7 F J b 7 a * F 
» £ * 7 * 1 Fg 17 re x = 
— 12 5 : NI Pp 


*A\r;t 
/ 1h) 


Watts, that the delay of producing their 
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intricate: difficaities in confultiing the various 

_ intereſts of their allies. The counter - propoſi- 
tion was, as may be ſuppoſed, unxiouſſy and 
daily expected by Lord Malmeſbury, whoſe 
Harraſſed patience for more than two months, 
was in ſome degree exhilirated by the aſſurance 
of the Plenipotentiaries, that they had juſt re- 
ceived a letter from the Preſident of the Di · 
rectory, ſtating, that, in a very few days, inſtruo · 
tions would be tranſmitted to them :—Jnſtruc- 
tions which, they ſaid, would | enable them to 
continue the nn without farther inter- 
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| ' tiſh Ambaſſador received the unpleaſant intel · 

| ligence, that the French Government had 

tmought proper to recall the members of che frſt 
legation. New Plenipotentiaries were conſe· 

_ quently announced on the part of France. This 
circumſtance could not but be confidered by 
Lord Malmeſbury as inauſpicous to the ſpeedy 
and happy concluſion of the negotiation, ' His 
fearful antioipations were top fatally veriſiedu as 
the very firſt act of the new miniſters was'to re- 
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new the former. grepoſterous| demond;:which $ 


had been, ſo long abandoned, and even difelaim 
ed, by their predeceſſors. Its extrav agance, in- 
deed, was, if poſſible heightened, by the outrage- 
qus and affenſive declaration, that it had for its 
ohject the ſpeedy and ſucceſsful termination of 
the negotiation; aud, that upon its inflant re- 


cognition, depended his vontinuance at Liſle. 
The aſſurance ef his Lordſhip that he was not 
poſſeſſed of powers to acquieſce in a; demand 
which acknowledged no mutual compenſation; 


which ſcornſully diſolaimed all idea of recipro- 


cal conceſſion; which tyrannically proclaimed; 


that, at the very moment when France, fluſhed 


with the poſſeſſion of ſtupendous force, and 


elated vvith the proſpect | of ſpeedy ſuoceſs, was 


preparing to demoliſh the venerable fabric 


theBrifiſh Empire, all its protecting outworks 


ſbould be baſely abandoned and its impregnable 
a poſts ignobly ſurrendered, in order t0.accelts 5 


rate and complete the triumph, and add bril- 
liancy to the arms of our enemies, in the con- 


queſt of ourſelves; and which was announced 
net as the final terms, but ſiniply as the ius u 5 
nas to merely a preliqiinary:diſvuſſian, Was in- 
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Britain, and the formation of it into an inde- 
pendent jacobin republic. Although offers of 
afſiftance from France had been tendered and 
accepted by depuied agents from the Society 
of United 1Iriſhmen, as early, indeed, as the 
fummer of 1796, Fel, ON? omg. to various, crown 


en 


vin not then fo ſanguinely, entertained, Wh 


the latter, however, they were, the ſole cauſe. 
After the. fortunate failure. of their expedition to 


Bantry Bay, 2 ſecond. attempt wap, earneſtiy 
falicited; and-1 in order to its being ſpeedily; pro- 


cured, an accredited Miniſter, from the rebelli- 
Do Iriſh Directomy was: dif ed to France. 


The 1 promoter of rebellion was. received, with 
natural affection. In Auguſt 1797, France 


animated | the united rebels by the aſſurance, | 
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 GENBRAL REFLECTIONS. 


TAVIN G ſhewn the juſtice of the 1 war from 

1 the unprovoked aggreſſions of France, 
and having proved its neceſſity from her ſavage 
determination to deſtroy every poſſibility of con- 
ciliation: having alſo clearly demonſtrated, that 
its continuance is attributable ſolely to her 
boundleſs ambition, added to. a moſt inveterate 
implacability, I ſhould deem it a criminal inſult 
to the feelings of Engliſhmen, to aſk them, 
whether a war ſo evidently juſt and neceſſary, on 
our part, ſhould: be carried on with an energy 
proportionate to the magnitude of the object, 
and with a reſolution and ſpirit characteriſtic of 
the inflexible firmneſs and dauntleſs valour of 
Britons? Or, whether we ſhould baſely ſubmit, 
without further ſtruggle, to an enemy, fluſhed 
with the encouragement of temporary ſucceſs, 
_ who has invariably aimed at nothing leſs. than 
the deſtruction of that Conſtitution, upon whoſe 
HA Hepend the- unrivalled proſperity and 


e of the Britiſh Empire? 
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rupted ſolely by other te@ipthtions : are we to 


 viewthe-{tnpending danger, with;torpid, apathy, 
and thus fall an, eaſy prey to the. moſt. cruel W 
dodn times af entreme dapger to behold, 
vith ſupine negligence! or coptcmptuoys gif 
dai, ibe apprbaching calamity, is equally indi- 
cative'6f abject dolly. and equally mona of - 
inehitble deſtruction; What alternatiye hs 
a to oppoſe to this ſtupendous foe . 
rb wenheuftible: penſeverance and undaynted., 
courage, by which Britons have eyer been. able 
to reſiſt the attacks, however formidable, of the. 
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khority of the Captaiti-General, of diſaffection, 

inſtantly produces the firmeſt gli Ir 
velle, ac h nolle, ſays Cataline, ea demum 
amicitia eſt. Never was this maxim more ſtrik- 
Ty verified W. it 8 een e in 8 58 


thoſe. Who. will 1 K Whether i 

Heveffnlly Ko wi, ; Hide, begäuſe, Gillis: rok 
widely differ about a viſſble diſeaſe, the patien 
miſt be well ? We anſwer, moſt aſſuredly mot. 
P in ne can, in that wad e | 
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ey are ville g. boeher, to altos that the 
caſes are analogous, they muſt be fo in all their 
parts. If the data are Kmikir, the inſqrence 
muſt be equally ſo. —Ignarance is. the; ſhell, 
Wo, to which they 4g Keul: and, our-opi- 


nion, 


02g) 
o, by way of cotcllary, is unt f If become 


men of ſuch pitiable barbari ſm, to preſunie'to > 


the difficult office of altering the nobleſt mo- 
wament * Human! nne has OR creckes. 
But to oOtder their vaunted adit bels 
If a few members of our College of Phyſi- 
cians were materially to diſſent in opinion from 
the majority, and were to affirm, that a man 
was darigeroafly ill; and if his complaint was, 
at the ſame time, fo doubtful, that ſome treated 
it as the gout; ſome as à putrid fever; others 
as a gangrened habit, violently inſiſting upon 
amputating ſome particular limb; and others 
agkin were for” trying experiments upon him, 
(as upon mice in an air pump, in the hope of 
"det: 2g his diſeaſe; we ſhould be inclined to 
agree with the 5ajor5y, that the man was ſouni 
and fare; and that theſe vicious quacks were 
only ſtudying how t& torture him to death, in 
order that they eee di bim as a ien 
. ſean,” ee 
501 3 en " che aeg of the bs ode 
neceMty for reform is, IJ confeſs,” ſtrongly for- 
ified" _ the reflection, that, had it been ſo 
| 0e | 82 1 indiſ- 
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indifputably manifeſt, Mre Fox would zertainly: 
have propoſed it, at the time when from chis 


ſituation and influence he would have been 


| fally competent to carry it into effect. Had 
it been ſo indiſpenſably requiſite he would, 
doubtleſs, have ſeized upon the firſt moment oſ 
his power, to evince his real love for the happi- 
neſs of his ountrymen; he would have reflect 
ed upon the inſtability of human affairs that 
the inſtant neglected, was; perhaps, irrecoverabl 


loſt; and conſequently would have proyed his. 
zeal ſor the intereſts of the people, by attend 


ing to the alleged diftreſles, -progeeding from 
what is now deſcribed to be the ſource of all 
calamities, inſtead of amuſing himſelf with reur- 
ing a huge and terrific pile, and, like Samſon, 
cruſhing himſelf with its ruins. At ſhould ba 
recollected alſo, that this ſavorable moment in- 
tervened between the ara when Mr. Pitt pro- 
feſſed himſelf to be an advocate for reform, (ft: 
whieh he is now praiſed by all the apoſtles offthat 
creed * and the period of his now deprecating 
itz (for which Mr. For land others ſa-ſeverely. 
cenſure him,) ſo that, had its neceſſity emen 


exiſtedy it: muſt have been then /in full foroe 2 


and Mr. Fox, in not taking advantage of the 
auſpicious 
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aviſpicious interval; muſt be guilty 5d a moſt 


flagrant breach of publie duty. It muſt be 
ownet too, that the compariſon of ' propriety: of 
timelis greatly in favor of the former; finee the 
time when he raiſed the ery in its behalf was 
free from internal danger; but the period when 
therdlatter has choſen to be its zealous advocate, 
is when the country is deeply engaged in a war 
of a difficulty and peril unprecedented in the 
annals ot the worlel, and when foreign hoſtile 


principles, and domeſtie treaſon, have entered 
into a moſt awfub alliance for the utter deſtrue:- 
Og 51513} 552911 
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mentary Reſorm is, we know, ſtudiouſty diſ- 
played by almoſt every man who wiſhes to be 
adornediby the title of Poplicola, and, elevated 
by the applauſes of a deluded mob, to arrive at 
the ſummit of his ambition. It is, however, a 
deluſion of the moſt criminal and fatal nature; 
ſee by its influence, many are its partizans 
who, had they ability to diſcern its real effects, 
would ſincerely abhor it; and by its genial heat 
innumerable ſwarms of locuſts: are warmed into 


Sc to eb oe iſtrength, 
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than to turn the wholeſotne foil of Great Britain 
 IntodLazaretto for the reſidence of infeRionend 
death. Reform, it ſhould be conſidered, is the 
key by which ſedition opens the door of revolu- 
+: wag to. n INN. 1 
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It is to be obſerved too, that the difference is 
immenſe, between thoſe who would poifon the 
Conſtitution with deliterious phyſic from a gallie 
diſpenfary, which muſt infallibly produce its de- 
ſtruction, and thoſe who would infuſe into it 
ſalutiferous reſtoratives; as was the intention of 
ſome of the former advocates for reform, and as 
is, I doubt not, the wiſh of ſotme of thoſe who 
now ſo ſtrenuouſſy recommend it. Far, very 
far be it from me to harbour a ſufpieion; (hat 
every man who profeſſes' himſelf à prtizün of 
reform is influenced by any evil intention! God 
forbid that I ſhould ſuppoſe, that me who wiſh 
to introduce it may not have the moſt 'virituous 
motives! Making this declaration, (Which I do 
with all poſſible chearfulneſs) I may be per- 
mitted, I hope, to aver, that I do not feel much 
reſpect for thoſe ſpeculatiſts who; out bf mere 
| impetudus n ſor changes and to diſplay 6 
their 
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their, dexterity, in new-modelling; empires, arg 


ingeſſantly hurling their ſlander againſt this 
nable edifice. Its well-diſ paſed, adyacates ſhould 


be deterred: from pleading this dangeraus cauſe, 
from the knowledge, that France has huddled 
into one indiſcriminate maſs all. the, defenders 
of reform, and conſiders them her moſt ſtaunch 
and. truſty, friends. I cannqt, therefare, abſtain 
from giving it as my moſt ſerious opinion, chat 
no doctrine, can be ſo dangerous and fatal; ſince 
by being eſpouſed by virtuous men, it ſtrength- 
ens and encourages, a deſperate faction . 
nee ren 

* am ns intimidated, by the nk which I 
expect to incur from ſome, opponents, from 
affirming that a reform, admitting it, far the ſake 
of argument, to be neceſſary, would at this cniti- 
cal mament be peculiarly, perilous. The ſharp 
(ſheer attached to the word common-place is a 
- Weapon in the hands of ſome puny corps of 
_reaſoners, which ſupplies. the plage of ſound 
argument, and by. which they flatter themſelyes 
they can put to flight a haſt of boſtile ſylogiſms. 
But he it recollected by theſe, warriors, in the 


1 


intellectual field, that a common- place is not 
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ef neceſſity ludicrous and nugatory:” The dread 
of carrying a lighted candle into a magazine re- 
plete with powder is not, I believe, neceſſarily 

contemptible, becauſe it —— not to be 

new. | 
7 1 will aſk—is it a fit moment to open the 
fluices of innovation when the floots of external 
deſtruction, and the ſpritigs of inteſtine faction, 
are united to ruſn like a tempeſtuous torrent, and 
inſtantly to overwhelm us ? Is t a proof of ſkil- 
ful or prudent generalſhip to deſtroy the pro- 
tecting outworks, to raze to the ground all the 
_ Mrong and tenable fortifications; and thus, by 
placing in the hands of an inward ſanguinary 
foe, leagued with a outward ferocious enem ay, 
all the means of defence, to ſurrender with 


raſh and enn, ee tower of. our 
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"1 ain ou in the habit of * quot gt the auth 


maxim, too. fatally. Gnaified: hy. LORA 
ſhould be an awful warning | to all ſober and re- 
flecting men.“ On ue conſpireroit jamais, ſi le 
* mot REFORME ne precedois le mos de Revolu- 
1 I i os tion.“ 
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gion.“ This aphoriſm, coming, as it does, 
from an experienced miner; would be entitled 
to implicit belief, eren had it not been verified 
by the recent conduct of the rebels in Ireland. 


* Ti 
It is notorious, that their atrocious deſigns 
were couched under the bewitching and delu- 
five names of Catholic Emancipation, and Par. 
Hanientary Reform: By theſe oſtenſible objecds, 
allied with the moſt falſe and inflammatory 
doctiines propagated through the medium of 
the preſs; and otherꝭ engines of ſedition, the 
minds of immenſe bodies of credulous peaſantry 
were” fatally poiſoned. | "By" theſe 1 

Asctientet bigmnt ng To zhngd 485 

„be attempts of this vile paper { publiſhed * At 
O*Connor) to ſeduce the ſoldiery, and to poiſon the foun- 
talus of feieher, muſt ſhock; I think, the feelings of every 
well-formed/ mind. | The former were too invulnerably 
ſhielded by the virtue of their cauſe, and too deeply con- 
vinced of the ſacred duty of allegiance to be conquered by 
ſuch weak and wicked arts. The minds of the Students of 
Trinity College were too richly ſtored with lettered loyalty 
t be corruped by ſuch ignorant and filthy libels They 


were too well verſed in political ſcience not to 1 
lle truth of the declaration of Claudianus n 
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fabtleties theſe deluded wretches were'inſenfibly 
impelled to unite themſelves into a compact 

awful from its magnitude and coheſion, and 
fortified by a more than eleuſinian ſecrecy to 
which they were ſolemnly ſworn. The real de- 
ſign of the chiefs of the conſpiracy were, how- 
ever, from the very * commencement' of their aſ- 
ſociation, to ſever Ireland from Great Britain, 
to form her into an independent jacobin- demo- 
eracy, to demoliſh every veſlige of law. and af 
religion, and to eſtabliſh under the auſpices, 
and by the affiſtance'' of France, a regular 
ſyſtem of anarchy ; which was to be effected hy 
the maſſacre of all who, from their principles or 
fituation, 'were obſtacles to their: E. | _ 

the confiſcation of their {ken its 91r289 on 

I JOL NY OT IBI 

Nothing can ado uch weakneſs: as to 
imagine, that any moderate reform could have 
contented a banditti aſpiring at the grandeur of 
e. eee The recent conduct. of France 
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=” T his 3 js ſafficiently E from the fetter of Theo- : 


bald Wolfe Tone, . publiſhed in the Report of the Secret 
Committee of the Iriſh Houſe of Commot s —This I 0 
. diſcloſes a rebellion. which, though. it will aftoni 


and 


A , ſhould, of The ime Hee "RT "vigil lance a and 
courage, every loyal man. 
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ſhould protect every man from forming ſo abGurd 
an opinion. It is, indeed, frankly avowed, by 
one of the principal * leaders of this, unnatural 
rebellion, that, They had given up all idea of 
& reform, and were determined on republi- 
* eaniſm.” Such a boon; would conſequently 
have tended only to aſſiſt theſe traitors in their 
deſperate plans, by delivering up the outward 
and ſtrongeſt gate, and to exhilirate them in the 
wg of their diabolical deſigns. 
Why ho I _— this a a — 
To diſplay the real extent of that rebellion, a 
Jae imile of which ga faction has long been 
ſtriving to produce in this kingdom. This is 
no vague aſſertion: It is diſeernable by every 
man who will not ſuffer himſelf to be blinded 
by the thick film of party. Theſe; horrible 
-wiſhes have long been latent, but they lately 
burt out with an unparalleled blaze of impu- 
dence. Hoc vero-occultum, inteſtinum, domeſ- 
ticum malum, non modo exiſtit, verum etiam 


| T2 * "Th M Nevin, tt 8 was 1 to Paris as iner from 
the Rebel Directory, for the purpoſe of imploring the com- 
pletion of the long promiſed armament for the n of 
Ireland. 
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op te qua perfpieere 'atque:explorars! 
pbtuëris. b bos baffted v eue nad 9 
do znots9m bing: bag eln bott % or! 
Ik bas, indeed, long been known,” and ſb- 
lemnly affirmed, (and it has been as ſolemnly” 
denied by thoſe whoſe declarations bear too 
much popular weight to be wantonly made, ) 
that vaſt bodies of abandoned deſperadoes have 
long carried on, in this country, under this ſpe- 
cious name of reform, the moſt atrocious acts 
of treaſon. But ſince that all · ſeeing Providence, 
who ſeems to have taken this country under his 
peculiar 'gtiardianſhip, has been graciouſſy pleaſ- 
ed to ſtretch out his arm and ſave her from the 
unſpeakable affli tions which were ready to burſt 
upon her, ſhall we deſpiſe the heavenly inter- 
poſition, and ſpontaneouſly ruſh into the jaws' 
of deſtrudtion? Shall we not profit by the de. 
tection of that moſt "extenſive and fanguinury 
conſpiracy, in which the numerous gangs of ſe- 
ditioniſts of England; Seotland, and iIreland;! 
were moſt eloſely inter woven; forthe: ſpeedy 
perpetration of thoſe nefarious plang7which had 
been'concerted as long ago as at the cin) ene. 
ment of the war; but wäich, tlibugk. Hoi hed- 
into the moſt formidable firength and duty, 
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have been continually baffled and defeated; by. 
the well-timed vigorous and ſpirited meaſures of 
Government, and have at length happily been 
uiſcovered by its unceaſing vigilance? This con- 
ſpiracy, for impenetrable and myſterious ſecreſy;, 
for ſyſtematie and extenſive defign, and for atro- 
_ cious views, :is; unparalleled in the annals of hu- 
man wickedneſs, and defies the powers of lan- 
guage to deſoribe. Utz had no \ leſs At: object, 
than, with the help of the patroneſs of all crimes, 
to erect th ree diſtinct jacobin- republics in Eng- 


land, Scotland, and Ireland; which were to be. 


built upon the ruins ↄf the Britiſh, Conſtitution, 
and cemented with the blood of our auguſt and 
virtuons Sovereign, his amiable family, and 
many of the, members of each Senate !. And. 


ſhall we contemplate with. indifference; this pro- 


jected, ſcheme of Partlienian matlacre,,,and fly 
tothe aid of a banditti infinitely more cruel in 
their deſigns than the factions of the, Guelfs 
and-Ghibelines, by-wbich; Italy and Germany 
were ſo long worried, by making a breach. 
tbrough, which; they may triumphantly enter, to 
demoliſh. the gaſtle of true, liberty, and to put. 
all its virtuous inhabitants to the ſword ? Shall 


We 
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we help them to lay in aſhes the plotious' fabric 
of” dur Conſtitution? © * Videor enim mihi 
hane urbem videre, lucem orbis terrarum, at- 
que artem ommium gentium, ſubitò uno in- 
«© cendio concidentem : cerno animo ſepulta in 
e pattia miſeros, atque inſepultos acervos ei- 
um.“ I think I ſee ſome fortunate conſpi- 
rator ſitting upon the ruins of our liderty, con- 
templating the horrible effects of his cruel am- 
bition; and reflecting, with equal aftoniſhment 
and contempt, upon the blind and fatal cow- 
ardiee of that people, who could calmly ſurren- 
der into the hands of its inveterate n the 
— of * *—ͤ— ! 


S ESTI VAL 


Inſtead chen of rte giving up 65 bend 
fort, Tet us nobly unite an ever-waking vigil- 
_ afce with a loyal magnanimity, to defend the 
citadel where happineſs and liberty dwell, whoſe 
eupture muſt inevitably be attended with the 
utter extermination,” by a moſt cruel e | ** 
W amn oo nee n 2 ee 
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Theſe ene conſtrain us to 4306 
that even had a nme Reforẽů been . 
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calſay, nom that we behold our invaluable Con- 
titution ſurrounded by deep; waters and yawn- 
ing gults, we ſhould be terrified from ſandtion- 
ing a meaſure which muſt en BOP it 
into nee is. 
Tt Ce tated. nim 
10 0 fapdots. mag W House of tw 
n can diſplay all the cold chaſtity of a Mit- 
lenagenat, is abſurdly to imagine that, whilſt all 
other ſublunary things were naturally gliding 
into degeneracy, this alone. could have preſerv- 
edi its primordial. perfection: — an iſland of pu- 
rity in an ocean of pravity. To believe that it 
could have remained untainted when the ſtream 
of corruption (in omne volubilis vum) was 
yathing its ſhores, can be conſiſtent only with 
the imagination of a vifionary. It is affirmed, 
with a malignant audacity, that our political 
ſyſtem is 7horoughly on the decline. It ſhould 
be recolleRed, then, that, when a building uni- 
component parts fiill... preſerve their primitive 
fymmetry, and, confequently, that the harmony 
of the ſyſtem is not impaired.,; Every thing is 
in its natural place and order; It is only by a 
material mn * by the rottenneſs 
fy 135£LLL 182 ly of 
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of any priricipal bearn; that the FRI of the 
edifice is endangered: Evil cannot exiſt; how: 


ever, without being felt. The only queſtion 
then which concerns us, is, whether; with all 


theſe /ceming defects, the Conſtitution is produc- ; 


tive of practical good A queſtion which every 
well-diſpoſed Briton will joyfully anſwer in the 
affirmative. * O knew we but o our e * 


But it may be aſked—Who bd theſe ſpotleſs 
characters who are for hurling corruption out of 
the world, as Até was kicked out of Heaven? 


To fulminate anathemas againſt thoſe vices | 


which are inherent in human nature is ſearcely | 


tolerable even from the moſt pure and virtuous | 


of mankind. Thoſe philippics againſt luxury | 
which might be compatible with the ſtoiciſm of 
a Paſcal, would want ſomething of propriety if 
indulged in by a diſciple of Epicurus. Who 


are theſe crabbed and auſtere philoſophers, then, 


who refuſe to make allowances for buman frail- 


ty? It is, in truth, matter of great doubt, wbe- 


ther theſe ſelf- conceited puritans are preaching 
againſt corruption, from an unheard- of exceſs 
of defecated virtue, or from the cold malignity 


of blaſted ambition. Who but the wildeſt ſpe- 
culatiſts 
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| eulatifts would i imagine, - that, a Gem of govern- 
ment could exiſt, in theſe degenerate times, 


perfectly free from the depravity of the age? , 


Complaints « of this kind are, indeed, rather li- 


bels on our nature, than charges againſt our 


national eſtabliſhment. Immaculate fine ſpun 
ſchemes of f polity ſeem very plauſible upon paper, 
but they are, from their nature, impracticable. 
They may amuſe the leiſure of: - philoſophers, b bu 
no ſober man would ſeriouſly attempt, 1 delieye, : 
to carry them into practice. The Republic of. 
Plato was probably faultleſs, but it Was only ; a 
magnificent chimera. The! ingenious Fi ſpecula- s 
tor Harrington might eafily, take care that no 
corrupt. matter { ſhould be employed in the ſtruc- : 


ture of his theoretic Commonwealth, but he 


would have. found that © Ia this fabric of a viſion,” : 


144 


1 


inlantly haye yaniſhed, The 8 of Hume | 


is, jndeed, moſt jo. It proceeds from conſum- 
may ru the ſfoience, « of human nature.— 


hand 1 047 perfect and, immortal Common, 


© wealth, will always | be found as chimerical as 
. tha tof a preſet god. mmortal man.“ 518001 0b 10 
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No man, who is not utterly ignorant of the na- 
ture of Republican Governments, will aver, that 
the beſl *Democracy of which hiſtory has pre- 
ſerved any record can for an inſtant be compared 
with the Conſtitution of Great Britain. I know, 

indeed, that the fondneſs of change—the mu- 
tandarum rerum amor, is natural to man; and 
that the ſpirit of admiring the paſt at the expence 
of the preſent has been too much indulged even 

| by enlightened men. There are men whoſe 
miſchievous reſtleſſneſs of temper prevents them 
from being content with the national ſyſtem 
merely becauſe it has become habitual : and be- 
cauſe they are not indulged in all their mali- 
cious freaks to pull down the walls of a building 
within which they have enjoyed (and ſtill may, if 
they chuſe) the higheſt ſpecies of liberty, they are 


* It is, indeed, greatly doubted by profound politicians 
whether a pure Democracy has ever exiſted upon the earth: 
and this doubt is fortified by the declaration of a writer 
who, in his lucid intervals, occaſionally delivered a valua- 
ble aphoriſm as an antidote to the miſchief which his elo- 
quent ſophiſms were naturally calculated to produce.— 
„ S'i] y avoit un Peuple de Dieux, il ſe gouverneroit de- 
«© mocratiquement. Un gouvernement fi parfait ne/convient 
pas à des hommes.''—Roufleau du Contrat Social, tom. 2. 
chap. rv. Si fic omnia dixifſet ! 


perpetually 


(275 ) 


. Perpetually, proclaiming the ſuperiority of repub- 
Jean. polities ; and, oſtentatiouſly_: trumpeting 
that the preſent form of Government is ob- 
noxious to their dephlegmated and incorrupti- 
ble purity. This may be a very good cloak to 
delude honeſt ſimplicity; but we cannot pre- 


vent ourſelyes from remembering, that the moſt e 


tern and ſtiff- necked modern republicans have 
become, when they found it convenient or profit- 
able, the moſt bland and pliable courtiers. 
| —_— reads, for inſtance, the political works 
of *Milton cannot but be diſguſted with the 
_ ſervile and znmerited flattery, not to a 
Henry the Fourth, but to a moſt inſolent uſur- 
ad I 3 


1 *A More vile proflitation of talent cannot well be con- 
ceived, than that which APY HIRE in the following ex- 
1717 


3 Derulmur, Cromuelle, tu ſolus ſuperes, ad te ſumma 


" * noſtrarum rerum rediit, in TE $0LO conſſtit, inſuperabili 
u virtuti cedimus cuncti, nemine vel obloquente, niſi 
c qui æquales inæqualis ipſe honores fibi quærit, aut dig- 
, qjori- conceſſos invidet „ aut non intelligit nihil efle in ſo- 
$6: cetate hominum magis vel Deo gratun, vel rationi con- 
* ſentaneum, eſſe in civitate nihil æquius nihil utilius quam 
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oy . — w matgous ccholat denied the right divine of 


Kings, he ſeems to have acknowledged the divine fight of 
 Uſarpers In its utmoſt plenitude. Such a ſentence, however cre» 
: 1 2 ditable 
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per. Let ud not, therefore, be ee ers 
E - 10pm allo doin, 


we mul, ahi de nd ius üs A 

W Hope Within the confittes of an antiquated 
building, to Being illuminated in Tepairing ft, 
by thoſe ht and brilliant lights, which ſome uf 
Dur countrymen fo tritinphantly proclaimed to 
be ſpreading in France to warm and cheriſh, by 
their genial influence, the forpid * ſervitudèe of 
 Ebrbpedn nations; but Which they now find 
Have'cohſamed the Tiberties of ſeveral deluded 
States, and have ſet almoſt all Europe in one ge- 
neral conffagratioh. We plead "guilty to the 
charge. We frankly own, that we have ever 
been reftraitied from raſhly "admiring all im- 
menſe plans of innovation from our firm belief 
in this ſimple truth that the hand which can- 
not build a hut may 'demolifh a palace, It was 
well remarked by a late profound politician, that | 
ce rage and phrenzy will pull down more in half 

an hour, than prudence, deliberation and fore- 


ditable to the genius, is highly difpracefil'to the high-bred | 
Principles of a man who .prided himſelf in belonging to 
that ſchool of ſages who were © by ancient Jearping, to the 
9  enlighteacd love of ancient freedom warmed,” 


. fight 
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er Gght can build up in a hundred years.” We 
may be pardoned, therefore, for holding the opi- 
nion, that the awful taſk. of altering a ſyſtem 
formed of the collected wiſdom of ages, eyen 
had a xec/ity for it been palpably viſble, ſhquld 


not be approached in the perilous hour of in- 


flamed licentiouſneſs. Such a delicate, difficult 
and myſterious work. ſhould be entruſted only 
to men qualified by a well-known ſober experi- 
ence and conſummate ability. It ſhould not 
certainly be conſigned to a gang of deſperate, 
preſumptuoug, and ill: informed caballers. 


Inſtead of wantonly plunging into this abyſs 


of unparalleled danger, let us ſoberly aſk our- 
ſelyes-what is the end for which Governments 
are inſtituted > The general good—is the incon- 
trovertible anſwer to this queſtion, The proof 


of this is to be found in public freedom and 


_ happineſs, If this end be obtained, it neceſſa- 


rily follows, that all diſcuflions upon the ſupe- 


riority of one form of Government to another 
muſt be nugatory and dangerous; nugatory be- 
cauſe they cannot poſlibly be productive of any 
real advantage, and dangerous becauſe by in- 


Mr. Buzke's Refletions, page 248. 
| T3 flaming 
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flaming canfclels diſcontent and promoting bo- 5 
lemical diſſenſion, they infallibly generate infi- 
nite calamity. That this grand and glorious end 
is produced by the Britiſh Conſtitution is an ir- 
refragable truth which the moſt frontleſs fophif- 
ter will not, I truſt, have the audacity to deny. 


Spartam nactus es; hunc exorna ſhould, indeed, 
he the motto of every man. Fa e an 

alin then of puzzling ROY ITE with tutte 
diſquiſitions on ideal liberty, let all our thoughts 
be employed i in cheriſhing and protecting the 
ſubfantial freedom we have lon, · enjoyed; in- 
ſtead of fatiguing and bewildering « our ſenſes in 
mooting out metaphyſic queſtions (which at this 
moment are peculiarly idle and miſchievous)— 
whether evil is-not ſometimes to be tolerated? in 
the hope of producing ſome good ?—Which'are 
the ſure germs of kindling ſedition—the de- 
ſtructive embryos of future revolution; let us 


refer them to the Greek Calends for a | future Aſk 
| M113 5 $35.93 140g. 

cuſſion. | 
4 2810, 4. „ een 
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| Even had I not experimentilly known the 
i real happineſs which the Britiſh conflithtion dif. 
| ſuſes ; had I not felt the ſalutary freedom which 


this 
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this glorious ſun ſheds on all within the benign 
influence of his rays, I do not think that I ſhould 
have preferred the vague declamations of prattling 
ſophiſters, upon this moſt profound and momen- 
tous ſubje&, to the opinions of Monteſquieu, 
and all the great men ſince his day, who, after 
having © explored the vaſt extent of ages paſt,” 
and impartially examined all the ſyſtems of go- 
yernment which the world has ever ſeen, found 
them all ſhrink in a compariſon with our inva- 
luable conſtitution. And ſhall we deſpiſe this 
moſt glorious compoſition of human wiſdom Be- 
cauſe. it exceeds (for I cannot conceive any other 
reaſon). all other terreſtrial fabrics ? Who but 
a maniac, would wiſh to pluck the ſun out of 
heayen becauſe it is not immaculate ? And if 
the production of the omnipotent hand is not 
ſpotleſs . can the offspring of human genius be 
rationally expected to be free from defect? It 
. ſhould rather be remembered with gratitude, 
that the beautiful polity which that maſter of 
political ſcience Tacitus indulged himſelf in ad- 
miring, even in idea, we ſubſtantially and ex- 
cluſively enjoy. It is a harmoniqus ſyſtem which 
ſhines pre-eminently above all the democracies 
of antiquity, ort the republics of modern annals, 

9 4 By 
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By its powerful influence its component mem- 
bers, each in its own orbit, amicably control 
each other, and, by acting with an equable uni- 
formity of motion, produce a happy co- opera. 
tion, and diffuſe true liberty and felicity upon 
all.— This is indeed a * Praiſe above all Greek, 
e above all Roman fame!“ It is a ſyſtem which 
approaches nearer to finiſhed perfection than 
could poſſibly have been expected, had it not 
happily been known, to be compatible with the 
mixed and diſcordant pt of human ſo- 


apd a by; ee the 0 ſerpent 
which is brooding in the foſtering bowers of 
their country? Shall we calmly reſign that 
conſtitution which has ever been the pride of 
Britain and the envy of the world; that con- 
ſtitution which was bought by the blood nf our 
anceſtors, and for which they chearfully gave 
up their lives as a ranſom, and, when they did 
ſo, leſt it an ineſtimable legaey to ſucceeding 
generations; (the greateſt bleffing in the power 
of mortals to bequeath to their poſterity), ſhall 
we cally reſign it, U 105 0h Aa ee Wn. 


ral enemies ol. ele aner, 2. Shall 


5 Of we 
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we tamely look on, and ſee a gang of wanton, 


furious deſparadoes infuſe into its vitals their 
morbiſfic poĩſon, demoliſh all thoſe externat 
beauties which have raiſed it conſpicuouſly pre- 
eminent above all the fabrics of mortality, de- 


ſtroy its innumerable and invaluable internal 


qualities which have cauſed it to become at once 
the envy and admiration of ſurrounding na- 
tions? Upon ſuch a queſtion, ſurely Britons 
will not be ſo hoſtile to themſelves, and ſo trea- 


cherous to their poſterity, as for an inſtant to re- 


fuſs the unanimous negation; and with one 


hand and heart combine to defend their glory 


from the attack of its inglorious aſſailers, to pro- 


tect its beauteous form from the rude polluted 


Hands of its ſanguinary raviſhers. It is ſuch a 
conſtitution; that, if I could, I would make it 


m. vice fervently pray ESTO PER- 
PETVAt A 


pg Ka Koks and tempeſts hund Fer 
And octans break their bilows at its fest, 
. lands unmov' d and glories in its height. 


How would'it vex the canonized ſpirits of our 


den, and Whoſe pillar were 'cemented d by their 


OWn 


anseſtors to learn, that tlie ſtupendous fabric, 
whole bafis was aid in the hearts of their chü- 


- . . 
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own blood, was now looked upon by a banditt! 
f deſperate adventurers, in the paroxyſm of 
the fierceſt licentiouſneſs, as a deſirable object 
of attack, as the ſubject they had choſen on 
which to try their hands at alteration ! How 
would ſuch melancholy tidings diſturb the awful 
ſtillneſs of the ſepulchre, and wake from their 
peaceful ſleep the. tenants of the ſilent tomb! 
_ D- Britain's wrongs they feel, 
Again they ſnatch the gleamy ſteel, 
Lee with tht gnengng fight-— | 1 

It may be truly ſaid, that of all the ations 
of the earth, none have been fo peculiarly; bleſ- 
fed with the kind auſpices of divine bounty as 
this highly favoured iſland, We have riſen to 
the acme of power, ſplendor, and glory. What- 
ever we have, in wiſdom, undertaken, the ſmiles 
of heavenly radiance have henignantly proſpered: 
and hitherto ſucceſs has crowned our undertak- 
ings. Shall we then, who have ſo long been in 
the enjoyment of ſo much diſtinguiſhed, partia- 
- lity, who have ſo long poſſeſſed the eſſence of 
real: liberty, ſuffer its oitadel to he ſurrendered 
to a ſanguinarꝝ tribe of rapacious rufflans, who 
would ſtorm it with the combined force: of re- 
bellion, confiſcation,. W Shall we 
MAR quietly 
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quiatly permit the frantic philoſophers of revolt, 
vith the ſophiſtical and ſpurious rights of man 
in 'one hand, and a concealed dagger in the 


other, ſo to faſcinate us from the free exercife of 


our rational faculties, as to dazzle and allure us 
by the falſe lights of the moſt ſhallow and pre- 
ſumptuous philoſophy that was ever engendered 
by the wildeſt imagination of the moſt ill-ſtarred 
maniac. Is reaſon to be driven from her ſacred 
throne, to let theſe monſters of every vice uſurp 
her dominion —If we do not wiſh our country 
tim Wich France in becoming u terreſtrial 


pandemonium ; let the moſt vigilant and ſtrenu- 


ous exertions be employed to ſtem the rapid tide 
of innovation, which is about to flow in upon 
us, and which, if it be not oppoſed by the 

l ſtrong g barrier of heroic loyalty, will inevitably 
cpverwhelm and eh. our peerleſs conſtitu- 

tion. ; 
fl TI9 To: S 

The zealots of the new ſchool of political phi- 
"ogy, do not, like Archimedes, want a ſpot 
on Which to fix their engines, but they want an 
opportunity (which our liſtleſs inattention, or be- 
Totted eredulity will fully afford them) to turn 
"m0 moral world into a chaos of ruinous anarchy y. 
The 
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The engine they have choſen for this maſt inſer- 
nal deſign, is the abſtract and metaphyſiq dacy 
trine of natural right: which is admirably cal- 
. culated for their purpoſe from the alluring ſmile 
by which it faſcinates its converts, and from ita 
real poiſonous nature being far beyond the diſ- 
cernment of their conſummate ignorange,—lake 
the miaſms of peſtilence they naturally imbibe it 
and quickly feel its baneful influence, but can» 
not diſcern whence it comes. This prepoſteraus 
doctrine is at direct hoſtilities with the eſſence 
of regular government. It inculeates freedom 
of action in its utmoſt latitude, and conſe- 
n _ eine thaſt and murder. 


The revolution in ra rance is, no 3 attributable to 
the levelling doctrines of philoſophical free-thinkers ; prin= 
cipally, perhaps, to the Social Contract of Rouſſeau. But in 
juſtice to genius, it muſt be owned, that they could have 
had no anticipation of the torture which their writings were 
to endure, to ſuit the caprice and purpoſe of the modern 
turbulent promoters of rebellion and atheiſm. Little did 
the romantic philoſopher of Geneva dream, that thoſe pa+ 
radoxes which he was driven to fabricate in the ardour f 
conteſt, would have been conſtrued into the fruit of ſerious 
meditation. —Litfle did he dream, that the offspring of his 
wit, launched as the ſport of fancy and pride of genius; 
would have been blindly ſwallowed Ag. the produc of calm 
reflection, and of ſolid cohviRtion, 1 

00 mer ee ee o By 


As theſe apoſtles of ſedition have, with a moſt 
fanatical induſtry, propagated their deſtructive 
tenets, a few words for the expoſition of their 
ane, enay not, perhaps, be thooght totally 

** 1 il J 


By equality, it is meant by theſe radical re- 
right to the riches of this world: and confe- 
quently is entitled to ſhare, n ors the 
n * en 

e theſe gentlemen would wiſh to be 
underſtood, the full right of obeying the dio- 
tates of their own will: and conſequently of be- 
ing 3 from the reftraints of law. 


Loo dhe fieſ of theſe tenets penal 6 
that man, even in a ſtate of nature does not poſ- 
ſeſs the eyuality they wiſh to inculcate, ſince the 
ſuperiority” either of ſkill-or of ſtrength, forms 
an inſurmountable barrier to the ſoverei gnty of 
his will. Had this right of equality been na- 
turally inherent in man, one man, in a ſavage 
tate, would be entitled to a quiet poſſeſſion of 
the hovel which was the product of his labour; 
ſhould 
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mould he be aſſailed, however, by an aggreſ- 
ſor emboldened by a conſciouſneſs of ſuperigr 
ſtrength, the rightful. owner would ſoon find, 
that his right of equality (though fortified by the 
ſtrong right of ownerſhip which the law of reaſon 
proclaims to be the conſequent of primitive 
poſſeſſion) was merely ideal; and, that an ap- 
peal to it was too prepoſterous to be of ſervice to 
bim, even in a ſtate totally free from the compli- 
cated intereſts of civilized periods. To adduce 
examples which expoſe the impatence of this 
theory were endleſs. But it muſt, be evident, 
that all this clamour about the natural impre- 
ſcriptible right of equality, is either; the dream 
of a viſionary, or the war-whoop, of a conſpira- 
tor. What then is 7rue political, equality, An 
equal right to every man to be ſecure from the 
capricious and tyrannical dominion, of his neigh- 
bour. In a ſtate of nature this defence does mot 
exiſt. It is to be found only in a compact of 
civil ſociety. It is not to be denied, that this 
protection is afforded by the Conſtitution of 
* miele Phenitnäk ts A 
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To hs n eee it may W replied, that 
though man, in a rude ſtate, poſſeſſes the power | 
of 
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of following the bent of his on inclination, 
Mill it is not totally free from controul: as it is 
ever ſubject to the reſtraint, and even caftiga- 
tion, of ſuperior phyſical force. It muſt be 


obyious too, that in this ſtate, man poſſeſſes leſs 
liberty than in a ftate of civil convention. By 


liberty is underſtood the unaffailable- enjoyment 
of poſſeſſions. Now, how can a man be ſaid to 
enjoy the inviolable poſſeſſion of his effects, who 
may have the very acorns which he has picked 
up at the foot of the oak, ſnatched from him 
with impunity, by a ſtronger ſavage ? Poſſeſſions 


which are hourly liable to be torn from him by 


the rude hand of lawleſs firength, muſt neceſ- 
farily' be more precarious and unſtable than 
when protected by the immutable rules of juſ- 
tice: and liberty, which is expoſed to every 
kind of injury, muſt conſequently poſſeſs leſs 


eſſence and real value, than when covered by 
the ſhield of thoſe ſound laws which are eſta- 


bliſhed EY” the commun wy. for the n "oy 
A ſtate of nature'is a ſlate of licence; but it 
is far different from a ſtate of liberty. It is, in- 


deed, "diametrically oppoſite to it. As man, in 


WEE ſtatè, is perpetually expoſed to the en- 
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croachment 
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Abet of ſuperior power, either of neigh- 
bouring hordes, or of foreign invaders ; and as 
his fingle ſtrength is utterly unable to ſtem ſuch 
mighty torrents, his advancement in civilization 
paints out to him the advantages ariſing from a 
ſocial union. He conſequently contributes, with 
the utmoſt chearfulneſs, his ſtock of force and 
will, towards the panoply which alone can de- 
fend him from innumerable calamities. When 
be once enters, however, into this pact of ſo- 
ciety, he makes a complete abdication of his 
capricious will into the hands of the community 
for the common intereſt, To this ſovereign 
power he virtually takes oaths of allegiance and 
fealty. He never can recover, (as long as the 
compact remains -inviolate,) his former funda- 
mental rights. He never can withdraw his pri- 
mitive contribution, becauſe it would not only 
be of no real advantage to bim, but would di- 

rely tend to decompoſe the whole civil and 
politieal maſs, and conſequently would be hhoſ- 
tile to the general good. Should the Conven- 
tion, to which he was . ſpecially bound, he at 
any time diſſolved, he then recovers his funda- 
mental rights, and may remain, (if he chuſes, 
to range like a Hottentot in all che luxury of 
ſavage 


(289) 


ſavage freedom, to reign ſovereign lord over his 
guts and garbage; and, ſhould they be ſeized. 


by a ravenous and ſtronger barbarian, having 


no earthly power to which he can appeal for ſa- 


tisfaction, to tell his grievances to the unfeeling 
winds;) in an individual and independent ſlate. 


This ſorry right he undeniably poſſeſſes. Whe- 


ther it will be piouſly reſpected by the multi- 
tude, ſhould they form themſelves into à new. 
civil ſociety, it is not ſo very eaſy to divine.— 
But as long as the ſocial compact preſerves its 
unity, ſo long is he aligns. to ien the 
its lows a ae hs. 4 as the . 
law of all upright politics is the general good, 
this is never to be ſacrificed to individual plea- 
ſure. And as commonwealths are moral eſſences, 


all attempts that he may make to gain his un- 
lawful ends, will naturally be oppoſed by the 


| commonwealth as fatal to its very exiſtence. 


| ic 'the power which a man reſigned upon his 
entrance, into ſociety were revertible, it muſt be 
univerſally ſo : ſince no man poſſeſſes a greater : 
right of recovery. than another. | The exiſtence 


of Civil fociety w would then bang upon the nod 


U of 


(29099 


of daprice, an d, im a ſhort. time, the common - | 
wealth would inevitably diſſolve in its own Wenk 
neſs. This. awful danger, therefore, makes it 
abſolutely neceflary, that a man ſhould; be ob- 
liged to conform to the eſtabliſhed laws of civi- 
liged ſociety, This obedience is full of digtity. 
This ſervice will be eſteemed, when rightly un- 
derſtood, perfect * freedom. | If 2-man were al- 
lowed to follow the impulſe. of his own will, he 
would frequently act prejudicially to another; 
he would infringe upon the rights, and deſtroy 
the peace of his neighbour. Such conduct and 
a ſtate of real liberty are a contradiction in 
terms. They are perfectly repugnant. For, 
if a ſtate of liberty diffuſes happineſs and free- 
dom to all, how can a mag be ſaid to be in full 
poſſeſſion of theſe bleſſings, if he 48 in continual 
danger of being cruſhed by the preponderauce 
of inimical ſtrength? This ſtate. of liberty, or 

to ſpeak more correctly, this ſtate of licence, 1 is 
a ſtate of aphony. With what juſtice then can. 
a man be called ſovereign of his poſſeſſions, 
who i is liable to have them alſaultedd, an WhO 


922 2 1 5 
* Mens et animus, et Ahe et 83 civitatis po- 
ſita-eſt in legibus. Hoc fundamentum ek libertatis qui frui- 
mur, hic fons æquitatis. Legum denique idrirca ones 
feroi ſumus ut liberi fe poſſumus.Cic . pro Cluento. 6 
ele a= 18 
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is unable to apply for reparation” to any eſta- 
bliſhed powerful judicature ! It is, indeed; very 
diſcernable, that liberty itſelf may eaſily dege- 
nerate into the moſt grievous calamity. Unleſs 
ny which, abſtractedly conſidered, is the greateſt 

of bleffings, be wiſely managed; it may eaſily 
be perverted into a moſt dire curſe. Is a maniac 
to be congratulated who may have eſcaped the 
protecting vigilance of his keepers, and, by that 
means may have'recovered his original rights? 
It may be aſked then what is true freedom? 
J cannot anfwer this queſtion ſo well as in the 
words of à writer who has defined this invalu- 
able bleſſing with admitable exactneſt. Free. 
* dom is u & liberty for every mam to do ts fut 
4 Ie But a liberty to diſpoſe and order as 
he lists his perſon, actions, poffeſſions, and his 
6G whole property, wit iin the ALLOWAN CR of thuſe 
anne rich lie iv. This freedom we 


21, 99naatl: to Init id: 
x Locke on Civil Government, cine. iii. 8 57 2 it 


not be imagined that, by citing this obviouſly inconteftable 
deularationi, E ſubſcribe to the: general. political tenets of this 


great mans Like too, many other philoſophers, he rer. 
jects experience for theory. A conduct which, though it 


may perhaps procure à fyſtem temporary celebrity for in- 
genuity and nowelty, will infallibly in the end prove difs. 
graceful to the ſolid fenſe of its founder, and ho producers : 
of te motr emendeus miſchief to mankind . 

ure U 2 piſſeſs. 
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poſſeſs. Inſtead then of | ſuffering ourſelves to 
be lulled into deadly ſecurity, by bewitehing 
ſtrains on falſe liberty, warbled from the throats 
of the incendiary Paine, and all the deſperate 
choir of atheiſts, anarchiſts, and maſſacrers, let 
us fly to the protection of our freedom from its 


inveterate enemies. 


The zealots of anarchy have adopted the moſt 
ſubtle plan to gain their ſanguinary ends, by in- 
flaming the mind of deluded ignorance with the 
promiſe of enjoying, under the ſhade of the tree 
of liberty, all the peaceful ſweets of the golden 
age. How I have ſmiled in agony at ſuch 
brutiſh ſtupidity; but bled. at the proſpect of 
ſuch deadly deluſion! It ſhould be engraved in 
letters of braſs—that their tree of liberty is a 
tree, whoſe root is already ſaturated, and can be 
moiſtened by blood alone; whoſe branches 
diſtil the moſt deliterious poiſon; and vhoſe 
fruit is the deadly apple of diſcord. This is 
truly the moſt refined and baneful machination 
that could poſſibly have been formed by the 
blackeſt and coldeſt malignity. Theſe knights- 
errant in the cruſade of rebellion; who are con- 
ST 95 8 tinually 
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tinually proſtituting the ſacred name of liberty, 
as the watch word ſor the horrible ſubverſion of 
empires, were ſtrikingly deferibed by the Ro- 
man hiſtorian Ut imperium evertant, libertatem 
preferunt; fi n LIBERTATEM ISA 


aggredientur. 


Theſe awful conſiderations imperiouſly de- 
mand the vigilance of courageous loyalty. 
When deeply laid conſpiracies are formed be- 
tween our domeſtio and foreign enemies to de- 
luge our country with our blood, it is not ſure- 
ly the time to ſieep upon our wateh! When 
plots are deſigned by men infinitely more formi- 
dable than the Gracchi; men in compariſon of 
whom Cataline wis à loyaliſt, and Cethegus an 
auſtere moraliſt; virtue muſt feel herſelf rouſed 
by indignation; and wilt unite with valour, to 
craſh: them before they are matured into a 
ſtrength too immenſe for reſiſtance. It is 
worthy of the) toſt ſerious reflection 
furious animal, wh Basleng eshdsentehing un 
opportunity to attack us from abroad, is of a 
ferbeity and | magnitude hitherto unknown to 
the natural hiſtory of the world. He roars ima 
deſert divided from our ſhores but by a narrow ri- 
Fendi. 5 | vulet. 
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valet.” He ranges in a territory, once ſmiling 
"with proſperity and peace, but now converted, 
by his cruel nature and deſolating influence, 
Into! a bideons, frightful wilderneſs; whoſe 
fields, ſo lately laughing in the pride of luxuri- 
ance, are now inundated with human gore. He 
enjoys, either by poſſeſſion or by influence, the 
uncontroled ſway of a dominion nearly as exten- 
five as Rome could boaſt even in her proudeſt 
days of glory, and though hailed by ſurrounding 
nations their imperial miſtreſs. © Additur im- 
< periis Hiſpania: — © Jam' tenet Italiam.“ 
His laſt and grandeſt work is the conqueſt of 
our nation; which effected, we ſhall groan in 
all the horrors of the moſt eruel ſtavery. Shall 
we then tamely ſubmit to à diſgrace which Bri- 
tons ſcorned even in the iron age of Caractacus? 
Shall we, loaded with reſources, cringe to an 
cowardly or eredulous nations have ignobly per- 
mitted his plans of confiſcation and rapine to be 
erowned: a baſeneſs which was nobly deſpiſed 
by that rude but gallant warrior Caffivelaunus, 
cramped as he was in his exertions by the 
nakedneſs anil poverty of infant Britain? Shall 
we ſneak like baſe-born poltrons to # foe, who; in 
hf, 2 9 the 
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the moment of exultation and conqueſt, render- 
ed. ingloriouſly eaſy by. the vile cowardice of 
ſurrounding, ſtates, bas inſolently proclaimed to 
us, that our deſtruction. as an empire is neceſ- 
ſary to his. exiſtence; and, with a, view. to 
frighten us into liſtleſs torpor and unreſiſting 
dread, has dared to aſſure us that his power is 
irreſiſtible, and our ſubjugation unayoidable ? 
This fanfaronnade muſt equally excite our con- 
_ tempt, and rouſe our indignation. The danger, 
inflegdsu.ie incritable-.© Qur. only; Gicld-is;c0- 
operation. Party muſt be hurled from us as the 
ſpy and aſſiſtant of the enemy. When Hanni- 
bal is, almoſt at the gates, all private diſſentions 
muſt finally ceaſe, and all perſonal feuds be, for 
a time at leaſt, forgotten. All diſcordant ſounds 
of enmity muſt melt into a general harmony. 
All harſh din of jarring ſtriſe muſt ſoften into a 
perfect diapaſon of unanimity. All private opi- 
nions and abſtract ideas of governments and of 
religion muſt be changed into one univerſal 
ſentiment of rigorous oppoſition to an enemy , 
whole principles declare perpetual war to all re- 
gular governments, and to all ſyſtems. of reli- 
gion. All parties muſt imitate the conduct of 
two as greak characters as the annals of anti- 
F U 4 quity 
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quity boaſt, When the Perſians were preparing 
to invade Greece, the different *. States, of which 
Greece was compoſed, were divided in opinion 
who ſhould preſide over their maritime forces; 
the Spartans wiſhed Eurybiades to be entruſted 
with the fleet, while the Athenians thought the 
command ſhould devolve upon their illuſtrious 
Themiſtocles. But with that diſintereſtedneſs 
which is the characteriſtic of true patriotiſm, 
Themiſtocles (though naturally amhitious) con- 
ſcious of the danger of diſagreement at that 
critical moment, willingly reſigned the com- 
mand to Eurybiades. This is not the time, 
ſays he, © for the triumph of domeſtic feuds; 
© let us forget all our animoſities during the nar 
« with Perſia.” |. To illuſtrate ptecept by cxam- 
ple, he recalled his rival Ariſtides, who, by bis 
ſole influence, had been baniſhed. This truly 
virtuous man, ſuffering no malice. for paſt in · 
jury, nor jealouſy of ſupreme power, to intrude 
themſelves when the ſaſety of his country was at 

ſtake; and © even his glory to his country's 
© weal- ſubmitting,” teſtified. his ardent * 
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nnanimity; by ſailing from the iſland of Egiiia 
through the Perſian fleet, though at imminent 
perſonal peril, to inform Themiftocles of th& 
movement of the enemy. This cordial c- 
operation ſaved Greece: The formidable navy 
of Nerxes was utterly deſtroyed; and the'names 
of theſe patriotic warriors and ſtateſmen are im- 
| nes ad the battle of Salamis. an 

When W too, was aſſailed by ei 
violence, her noble ſons did not permit them- 
ſebves to be impeded by petty quarrel, or awed 
by inteſtine faction; but burying in oblivion all 
private altercations, they united into one in- 
vincible phalanx for the deſtrudtion of the com- 
mon enemy. Delenda eſt Carthago was their 
wur- ſong, whieh, from being known as the voice 
of pureſunanimity and inflexible firmneſs, car- 
ried death into the thickeſt of the hoſſile ranks. 
Her conduct in the trying hour of war, by 
which ſhe: raiſed herſelf to the palmy fate in 
which ſhe once ſhene, is thus deſcribed with 
elegant perſpicuity by the biſtorian, for the 
example and imitation of unborn ages. —— ___ 
noſtri, cum bellis aſperrimis premerentur, equis, 
viris, pecunid, nunquam defeſſi ſunt armati de 
imperio certare. Non inopia ærarii, non vis 
N : hoſtium, 


Dn eee ind - 


if 298) 


hoſtium, non adyerſa res, ingentem eorum ani- 


mum ſubegit; quin, gu virtute ceperant, ſimul 


cum animd retinerent. Atque ea magis fortibus 


conſiliis, quam bonis præliis, patrata ſunt. 


Quippe apud illos UNa KESPUBLICA erat: Ei 
omnes conſulebant: Factio contra hoſtes para- 


batur: Corpus atque ingenium patriæ, non ſus 


potentiæ, quiſque exercitabat “ 1 


If cordial unanimity and real ſpirited eo- 
operation, ſuitable to the patriotic. dignity, and 
congenial with the magnanimous temper of 
the Britiſh character be now employed, for 
the preſervation of ourſelves as a nation, and 
for the ſecurity of the whole civilized world; 
where is the man who will dread the conſe- 
quence? When was the time known that 
united Britons, even with inferior ſtrength, 


did not riſe ſuperior to the aſſault of the moſt 


tremendous enemy? What real hopes of ſuc- 
ceſs, then, may we reaſonably entertain from the 
proſecution of a conteſt, in which we are aided 
by a fund of reſources unequalled in the annals 
of the Britiſh hiſtory :—reſources, ſpringing from 
finances, not only unimpaired, but ſuperabund- 
ant and plethorick, and fully adequate, with 
* Salluſt. Orat. 2. de Repub. Ordinanda. 
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Akilful management, to the moſt: is and: 0 
eee, e np nn. 


Fg But to | 1 the intricate mazes of the fi- 
nancial labyrinth; is a herculean taſk, to per- 
form which, were I willing I ſhould be unable, 
and were I able I ſhould be unwilling. The 
examination of our reſources is a topic which 
has been ſo repeatedly and ſo ably treated, that 
little remains to be diſcovered even by the moſt 
dexterous arithmeticians. From their ſucceſsful 
labours we derive the exhilarating intelligence, 
that, notwithſtanding the demands of a war of 
an unprecedented expence, the phyſical ſtrength 
of our country is, not only not diminiſhed, but 
greatly augmented. This is an animating truth, 
which is clearly viſible to thoſe who wiſh to ſee 
things as they really are, and which is denied 
by thoſe alone whoſe contracted and malicious 

minds impel them to depreciate and calumniate 

"the ſources of our power, with what Ore views 

wy aq rage to NO 

1 lune that the obſequies of our national 
2 have been ſung by thoſe birds of evil 
n WhO are e . their dull 
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and mournful notes to palſy our exertions. But 
it is to be obſerved, that their harſh tunes, 
though they cannot fail to grate our ears, ſhould 
not be ſaffered to ſtupify our heads and petrify 
dur hearts. We ſhould oppoſe to their unſup- 
potted aſſertions, documents which firmly 'reſt 
upon the rock of truth. From theſe we find, 
that the produce of the taxes upon artieles of 
luxurious uſe, during the war, have fully _ 
led the produce of the fame during an equal 
number of preceding years of peace : * which 
clearly proves, that if luxury 1 is able to indulge 
herfelf in her utmoſt refinement, and profuſion, 
the melancholy tidings of the diſtreſſes of the 
country, which are, with ſuch malignant induſ- 
try, proclaimed by the bellowers of ſedition, 
muſt neceſſarily be fallacious and execrable; 
and naturally gives riſe to tlie reflection, that if, 
in the trying hour of war, the national reſervoir 
of wealth is ſo exuberant, how may we nöt ex- 
Pant it it to o erde in TURE haleyo on days of peace. 
muga (0051) 7 

It will be ssl. perhaps, that this evinpari- 
ſon is applicdble only to the higher ördets of 
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b> #cVide the. Reports f welken Commintey'6 te 
your of Commons, in 1791 and 1797. «(1 
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ſoeiety: "WY it is to be remembered, that the 
number of the lower claſs of our countrymen is : 
univerſally allowed not to have diminiſhed ; that 
the rates of their wages have been greatly in- 
creaſed almoſt: throughout the kingdom; and 
that the moſt ſcrupulous care has been taken, 
that the taxes raiſed for the neceſſities of the 
war ſhould completely fly over thcir heads. 


"The fate of our export trade, the Ro un- 
| erring criterion of proſperity or adverſity, is un- 
deniably proved to be flouriſhing in the extreme. 
«I, appears,” ſays the Report of the Secret 
Committee of the Lords, “by the account of 
the value of imports and exports for the laſt 
© twenty years, produced by Mr. Irving, that 
cc the demand for caſh to be ſent abroad, was 
cc greatly, compenſated by a very large balance 
* of commerce in favor of this kingdom; greater 
« than was ever known in any preceding period. 
„The value of the exports of the laſt year 
* (1796) amounted, according to the yaluation 
* on which the accounts of the Inſpector Ge- 
« ner are. founded, to 30,424,184 1 *—which 
« is 


Neg The value of Britiſh. 1d foreign merchandize exported 
in a 1797 : amounted to 29, 217,041 J. -Our exports in 1798, 
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* is more than double, what it was in any year 
« of the American war, and one-third more, than. 
© it was on an average during the laſt peace 
« previous to the year 1792; and though the 

value of the imports to this country has, dur- 

<« ing the ſame peace, greatly .encreaſed, the 

K exceſs of the value of the exports above that 

60 of the imports, which conflitutes the balance of 

0 trade, has augmented eyen in a greater 29> 
portion.“ - 

1. HE 1 . theſe þ but i incon- 
teſtable proofs, merely to expoſe and refute the 
falſe and gloomy tidings heaved from their very 
midriff, by diſappointed pride and malignant ſe- 
dition, in the hope of ftunting the vigorous ef. 
forts of their country, and conſequently to ſee 
her fall into the jaws of a devouring ſoe. How: 
animating muſt it be to the hearts of Britons ta 
reflect that, in addition to theſe vaſt reſources, 
they have a navy tranſcendantly. ſuperior to a] 
which. the ocean ever ſaw, and manned by he- 
as far as can be judged from the three firſt quarters, (being g 


as late as the account can as yet be made Bug "ore i 1 
more conſiderable. For this information 'T'; am indehted to 
Lord Auckland's publiſhed ſpeech, delivered 3 in RR Houſe 
of Peers the oth of January 7. 1759. 1 
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18 who & bel Britannia's name in thunder 
fund the world —a navy which, at this 
moment, amounts to #200 ſhips of the line, 
a favy whoſe banners ſoar in towering majeſt y 
in every quarter of the globe, and whoſe match- 
lefs' proweſs has fo crippled the maritime power 
of bur enemies that its approach is anxiouſly 
ſhunned by conſcious + inferiority ; and is ftrik- 
ingly contraſted by the ruined naval force of 
our united enemies, which has long been trem- 
bling at our ſtrength and lurking in their ports; 
(it ſtole, indeed, lately from its hiding place 
but only to be vanquiſhed ;) a navy which has, 
in the courſe of the ' preſent war, covered itſelf 
with laurels which no time can tarniſh, and im- 
mortalized itſelf by more brilliant and important 
victories than ever graced the nayal annals of 
even Great Britain. It now triumphuntly rides 
the waves of glory! How is this noble and 
inſpiring reflection heightened by the know 
ledge, that to this invincible and peerleſs navy, 
V In tlie eourſe'of the war we have captured from o 


united enemies nearly 400 ſhips of war, of all ee. 

independent of Privateers. 6-6-4 17 

Mm 4, Sen lh imperium pelagi, regmyraque tridenti 8 
8 , nul bi ſorte datum= 3 

— may, 1 be the charadteriſtic motto of Great . 

The confeſſion of it is even extorted from o our enemies. 
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tie mo complete and beſt appointed militaty 
*ftablifhment that Britain could &ver boaft, has 
IiteT itfeff in proud but ainicable. "Rivalry, for 
ber Protection from foreign invafiom and domef. 
die faction The memorable—eoadutt of "tlie 
army in "Aiſdaining the infidious allurements' f 
induftrious: treaſon, and in redoubling its faving 
Vigilance and inflexible firmneſs, at a moſt alarm- 
ing criſis, has laid ſtrong claims 'to'our adimra- 
a tion and gratitude; and has ſhewn What Uri 
bounded reliance” can he placed on Britifh' fol- 
dier in the tryin 8 hour of ien emer- 
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But ir in addition to theſe invaluable acgliff 
2 we poſſeſs. reſources, flowing frofff A C- 
pious and ſalient ſpring of Britifh val and Brt- 
4iſh generofity, branching out intö ti inhume- 
räble fireams of voluntary ſervice,” "Bit kg 
"their | confluence, in one cotton bein 
"ſpite o of the pally / barriers or baffled fedition; Br 
ne f and” impor int object natidnàr Me- 
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| leſs courage has. been already felt. . To their ha- 
ndurable exertions Great Britain is indebted far 
her protection from an intended and prepared 
inyaſion, At that, awful moment, when the gi- 
gantic ſoe; proud in the greatneſs of colleQed 
ſtrength, and inflamed with the confidence of 
inſtant victory, was riſing to cruſh the Britiſh 
throne, the terrific glare of innumerable ſpears 
advancing to the protection of our laws, our li- 
berties, our Father and our King, ſmote the ty- 
rant to the earth : appalled and vanquiſhed by 
the. glorious ſight, he fell vomiting flames of 
wrath, and impotent vaunts of deſtruction and 
death. There gnaſhing for anguiſh,” and 
waiting reyenge, the buge monſter lies, con- 
founded , but not deſtroyed, bruiſed by the 
bty hs N Auen healed by our litleſs 
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.our y Neep: is crown bis ſecond effort 
with ſuoceſs... Never did the Crown of Brijain 

with ſuch. tranſcendant, luſtre; neyer Vas 
ber towering majeſty ſeen fo conſpicuouſly pre- 
eminent, as upon that proud morning when 
every the ſmalleſt hamlet ſpontaneguſly:-gave 
* hex, boom Wen of ſtrength and yalour 
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Belt with theſe. . dend ons reſourges, let. our 
fir ſacred office b be to exorciſe the foul demon 


diſufteQion,, and to invoke fl that a n 


12 8 aneient ſhxit ef 
heroic hardihood, for, which, Britons, herge- 
been travſcendantly x 5 enowned, . 4 Let us. then. 
rally round the Kanderd of, freedom reared. by 
our, Sovereign and 1 Pro feQo T5, let ug. lay. theſc 
anal, reſources #8 ſeet the throne, | 

and implore a Monare reh, h, whoſe, gaternal virtues 
5 juſtly endeared him to the affection, of a 
grateful, generous, voloraus, though, Dmetimes 
| too credulous, people, to employ, them. for dhe 
 preferyation of the comme, intergſt: ol We 
thould neyer forget hat the wars f hat, Mar: 
narch, who, now holds, with glory to bimſelfand 
happineG 10 bis ſubjects, the,,Britih. iſcoptne, 
have never ſprung. ſrom motives f wanton hof - 
tility or perſonal ambition: they have not, like 
thoſe 
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de — rartocnih, or Braderick the 
| teat, winthity laid wits flou artbing province :, 
and tt the Yport of rapine, wrung : agonizing tears ears 
or Widdwrs and from orphans. s. The wars, in u 
which he "has, "contrary y to his philanthr ropie W 
peaceful 1 ature, bee unfortunately, en; age d 
have originated in principles which treaſon muff 
revere, though ſhe nay oppoſe. We ſhould. | xe- 
meinder; that th e Prince who n now rules theſe 
reulms, though be may not have equalled t the 
| Hoe of Malle lei in the protection of the arts 
and ſbiences, has nürſed them with 2 foftering 
teriderneſs, > bebes i nknown t to the Houſe of 

Huilotibr. Wr mould g gratefully y reflect, that an 
ever-wikiriy vigitan ice 57 Abe f intereſts, and at an 
invatiable regard for the happineſs, of his people, 
| Ka ever Beem ths tematic | charaderiftics of 
bis HdM. Of ſüch A4 Prince it! may be truly 
rid (At wis Talfelx Hed" of A Roman Em- 
Perry mib efturuf Hind nil Grtünm tale fatentes Y 
We ſhould" #theribe "that" tlle vnfullied” ig- 2 
ot" of e Crown, isl tie Key fL hich bilids 
e acht ff ont Wie Cohftitütioll. We Tould 
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afltiole'body muſt | inevitably periſh : that, if one 
pillar of the auguſt ſubrio the tria juntta in 
uno, whoſe maſſy doric is honeſt labor; and 
whoſe more poliſhed Corinthian capital is re- 
finement-in ſcience and in art, be defiled or un- 
dermined, that ſymmetrized and concatenated 
edifice will inſtantly ſhrink from its foundation, 
and cruſh its unhallowed polluters with its gi- 
gantic ruins. The temple of liberty will then 
be converted into the ſtye of barberiſin, and into 
the den of murderous anarchy, . Theſe confide- 
rations ſhould attract us to one point of union: 
our ſeattered forces ſhould be concentrated and 
placed in the protecting hands of royalty. It 
muſt not be forgot, however, that the inſtru- 
ments of power and greatneſs which we happily 
poſſeſs, muſt ever be kept tempered by unabat- 
ing perſeverance, and ſharpened by courageous 
vigilance, Great and unparalleled, as they are, 
they have not the faculty of laſting for ever un- 
impaired by uſe. It is their nature to decreafe 
by ſervice, and it js our duty to augment them 
by diligence. It is the indiſpenſable duty of 
every man to give up perſonal gratification, and 


to ſubmit to a temporary inconyenience, . 1 x the 
8 ; 1 : | ſake 
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ate of inereaſing the national ſtrength.x The 
kuſt:of ſelfiſh profit-muft be changed into apa. 
| fion for the general good. Their effects will 
be marred by any ill- timed niggardneſs, and 
totally fruſtrated by frigid indifference. It has 
been proved by experience, that parſimony in 
war is but a: petty and 'ſhort-ſighted virtue; 
whieh, though it may produce temporary eaſe, 
muſt, in the end, infallibly generate univerſal 
diſtreſs. By procraſtinating to the evil hour of 
unſuſpioious indolenee all great efforts to avert 
the formidable and growing danger, momentary 
quiet is puniſhed by perpetual and unalterable 
miſery. It would ill beeome a nation like this, 
which has been ſo long gamboling in a ſea of 
luxurious eaſe and plenty; to repine at the tem- 
porary reſignation of them, for ſuture n 
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* Iti is 995 unwort of remark that the Gauls v were 1 
dreaded 1 by the Ronde" that 1 in the lex de vacatione, which 
exempted the Roman Citizens from military ſervice, bis 


clauſe was inſerted—»;/ ellum Gallicum exoriatun; in which 
caſe the very prieſts were obliged to take up arms in defence 


of their country. The exiſtence of this perilous* i 'cet- 
tainly demands a ſimilar ſuſpenſion of privilge. 
5 oVixboos, ez ſapiens, et legibus parens, et cirii offi 


not ep gnarus, utilitati omnium plus _ unius, alicujus aut 


confhlit.— Cie! de Hä: rie- 72070. K. 
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tion: againſt the.-inroads-of.a ſeroeious ener 
has no other ſource, of ex iſtence than wan atid 
waiverſal plunder fig od yo bagagy 
55 et evornadnges 
If we are firmly reſolved to ſacrifice at the 
high altar of unanimity theſe trifling-ſuperflui- 
ties, we have little to fear from an enemy, whoſe 
fixength, when analized, will be found to be ra- 
ther the ſtruggle of inſanity, than the. firm, 
ſteady force of deliberative courage s whoſe eon · 
tinental *congueſts have procgedad, het from 
rare heroiſm, or tranſcendant/ ſłill, but rom a 
torpid ſecurity, or trembli groneling oowar⸗ 
dice an the part of her whoſe 
alghuerements. hae ſprung. from the colloded 
alis, ruſhing like a torrent; eee 
9 te to mand adt bawollot gods bunt 


. 3. I will not f nr ny a ua _ 


Gon, that hiſtory, in record the continent 
France, may Pia tit. in 1 l 5 neten jr e C TD 
the tile of proſperity, now hL aur ed hi n 


potleave her ſranded upon the fhoalgint deſpaif)ff.Gallog in 
66 'bellis floruiſſe,“ but truth obliges me to own that 
quel of the fentence 18 not te to be Sd „ AS it is 52 in) VE 
deſciiptize of the fate af be FRE r RR 
cum otio intravit, amiſſa virtute, pariter ac Libertate.“ 
dobesoctd van 20 1 to 2oBagant Isen of T * 
ible} to 13:/mwun 2:: Tae. in vit. Agricol. Sv blu « mor 
201% %, 2157w0gq balis odermies, 
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Armies, or pon a few peaceable fifhabitainte, 
hots courage and Joyalty were preparatively 
capped by the inſidious arts own 
treacherous foe. ty . 
504} Is S9fttost of pelle: an is i II 
Fnaticiſm may bertaitly be a very uſeful in: 
ſtrument in the hands of vy policy; and ma 
produce a"temparary fiercenefs for the blind 
encounter of dangers, from Which rational aud 
ſyſtematie valour might probably ſtirink : but 
this brittle. engine II ever crutnble if the grafp 
of [vigorous attack. This rank and uhnatüral 
puſſton bas been incefliiitly 'nourihed too! by 
that lioentiouſneſs of under, in which the Cul: 
lie/froebooters have invariably vioted. Like other 
epidentze diſtempers ur the mint however, it 186 
in its nature hort. lived. The tnthufiaftic mu}. 
titude, who followed the banner of Peter the 
Hormity! weed, at "thels/ fr oft, irrefiſtible: 
the faric 16 25 £ which netved their arm, 
 ſaon ſubſided Eg MAR Inqupoblo of tand- 
ing again the hock of C0 4 
firength.” It mult be owned, indess by Gt. be 
beer of husten awhich-has -ſo long raged in 
n eng ewt we N ns iveti b ald * 
2 The continental ſucceſſes of France have procteded 


from a wild waſte of moie than thrice the number of | foley, 
that AkEthe allied powers put together. a 


A France 
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e Imo {,entir ely left her; it has heen 


ſucceed led, however r, by a more deſtrugtive ſpirit. - 
of wanton plunder, and raping which: in, fed... 
ſolely upon the very vitals of all, well. ordered 
States, This ſource of power, indeed, now ſeems: 
to be rapid! ly ebbing. The continent of Europe, 


at length goaded into courage, will no longer, 


ſuffer its members to be immolated at the ſhrine. 
Sh, > ODS OPIGNT 510 Fre 
16 ver21 | 01) 


The ain of ihe Gel . * 
3 aware, long been predicted, and the, 
ſuppoſed fallacy of theſe predictions has been, 
among certain, claſſes, of our countrymen, tbe 
ſubject of conſiderable ridicule. Let. it not, how, 
ever, be ſuppoſed that theſe prophecies are fal 
lacious, and that the triumph is built upon a 
rock. The laſt gaſp, of national hiſa has long 
ſinge taken place, But this gircumſtance, (the 
very apprehepſion of which., has, ꝓrgduced the 


- diffo] ation of former States) could not cer tainly, IT 


which has moſt _ingeniouſly diſcovered — 
exifling xi ithout (what, has hitherto beep. thought: 
the vital principle of States) a revenue. Though. - 


this Joſs bas not, as get, hren produgtiye of fatal. 
i it en y has an infallible, 
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though” negative tbäebey t o diminiſh Ber 
ſtrenigth, and to increaſe her Act. It drove © 
her, in the paroxyſin of deſperation, to the ber. 8 
rible neceſſity of devouring her own children.— A 
This ſyſtem of cannibaliſin, in conjunction with 
the plunder of unoffending nations, have been | 
the ſole means by which ſhe has been enabled tw . 7 
perſiſt in this unprecedented ſtruggle. It never 2 
could have entered the imagination of man, that 
a nation, profeſſing herſelf to be the parent of 
philanthropy, could be ſo ſunk in cruelty as (in 
exact imitation of the barbarian Huns of the mid- 
dle ages) to ravage and lay waſte peaceable and # 
neatral-countries'to feed upon their mangled” * 
carcaſes. It was not to be anticipated, that ſhe ' 
could ſo frequently ſatiate her ravening appe- 
tite with the miſerable pittanee of the groaning 
peaſant, wrung from him with blood by the cruel 1 
gripe of an unnatural parent! It was not to . ” 
prognofticated”'by-the wildeſt ſpeculatiſt, that a 
nation, boaſting herſelf the patroneſs of uni- i 
verſal benevolence; and calling her refidence the 
citadel of freedom, could have ſurpaſſed in atto⸗ * 
city the 8yracuſat tyrant "Agithocles, and Ike 
him, have aſſembled, with the calmeſt üpätfiy, 
the pedple in ode van crvud, in örder with mb wh 
Sidillgtgt, as ed yidsadboary I . Relay” 
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ſogility by one ſtroke, to get rid of every oppo- 
ſition, and to ſeie uponi their! wealthi; Much 
leſs; was it to be imagined that any ſet of wretches 
Her advocates may probably attempt to palliate 
but they will not affirm: that theſe reſources can, 
owing to their very nature, be other than ſhorts 
lixed. Theſe fountains: muſt ſoon become dry 
when the ſprings by wich they are fed are 
exhauſted. Sober reaſon and calm reflection 
will an reſume their ſway in the mincb of the 
F rench nation; ſhe will contemplate that ſhe 
has long groaned under the moſt odious vaſſa- 
lage, to pamper the cruel ambition of ſive ſan- 
guinary uſurpers. She will bluſn at the thought 
ol her being ſo long deluded and amuſed by the 
toys of pretended liberty and equality ; liberty: 
realized by the moſt: galling ſlavery ; and equa- 
lity proved by an equality only of wrerrchedneſs. 
Her armies will not long ſubmit to be the jani- 
ſaries of a bench, of inſatiate and remorſeleſs ty 
rants, when the plunder, by, which theyt have 
been inſtigated, is no longer at hand : they will 
not long fatten upon paper. We noy find, indeed, 
che ralca vp 99. danger able 42 omi hat log uf 
Song sit: 10 Hoitenidmos pur 
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compulſory paper: It ſbems to have Geber 
itſelf / of thoſe badges of bankruptey and beggary; 
which have enabled France to riot in uninter- 
rupted atrocities. Panick-ſtruck at theſe dread- 
ful conſiderations; ſhe turns her eye in deſpair - 
to the uſual ſources of power, and beholds the 
wretehed ſpectacle of her population dwindled; 
her colonies captured; her induftry languiſh-< 
ing; her manuſactures decayed ; and her cm- 
merde anmihilated. In addition to theſe” un- 
ſpeakable miſeries ſne bends under the iron rod 
of a Goverument which allows life and m 
be in the hands of nnn beer 091 
-6hgsv zroibo flom 205 ohn bangorn IM 
-Brertions arifing from the tolerance” of . 
moſt diftreffing exactions, and from the denial 
of the bare comforts'of an exiſtence which hangs 
upon the dod of capricions tyranny; cannot cer- 
tainhy bert expected long from a people, | aceuſe 
tome to the elegant luxuries of poliſhedꝭ life, but 
now ſuddenly redueed to ſervilè and galling obe- 
dience to a fangtinary government people 
no-] ee 70 mers of the WP e 
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To enter, however, 100 Wilts e 
of that nameleſs combination of miſeries and 
Crimes, 
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erimes, under which France is now bleeding; and 
which is dignified by the title of the French Re: 
public, would be a mere waſte of time, as it is 
totally foreign to the purpoſe of theſe pages. 
cannot; however, abſtain from obſcrving, that 
the name of Republic, which is conſtantly and 
artfully employed to adorn that hideous ſyſtem, 
is the moſt egregious miſnomer that can poſſi- 
bly exiſt, If that word be conſidered either 
etymologically or hiſtorically, its claims, to tbat 
diſtinction will be found to be ſpuriqus and ab- 
ſurd. It is ſimilar to none of the -republics of 
the antique world; it is perfectly different from 
any that have flouriſhed in modern annals. It i is, 
indeed, completely idioſyncratic. At the murder 
of the French Monarchy, _the firſt Kind of go- 
vernment which ſprung up was a moſt wild 
ochlocracy, which, being the triumph of the 
capricious rabble, was, from its nature, ſhort-, 
lired. It was ſoon lain. Out of its ar 
however, has ariſen the moſt cruel and ferocious” 


"ah \ RR that was ever nn to ſcourge the, 


6 7 bumani 
It was the boaſt of the Athenian legiſlator, that he had 


accompliſhed his ſyſtem of laws by the happy aſſociation of 
juſticeꝰ and ſtrength. But the Galliean ſages may vaunt that 


_ have ſurpaſſed him in the ſimplicity: of their fyſtem, 


* Plutarch vit. Solonis. 
ſince 
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human race, and to bind mortality captiye.— 
It exerciſes a wantonneſs of deſpotiſm unparal- 
leled in the annals of human depravit .. 
123 293 504 Jt }71 | | | 5 ; 91 vi To 
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ſince they have had the dexterity to build a code of Hrengib 
dene, and in which. juſtice would have been a moſt obtrud- 
ing and obnoxious ingredient.—A code whoſe fulcrum i os -- 
injuſtice, and whoſe rude, powerful lever is ſanguinary phy- 
ſical force ; as for Juſtitit ſoror fides, ſue is converted into 
the fouleſt perfidy her ſiſter has loſt her celeſtial attributes; 
both have been metamorphoſed into the daughters of Ache- 
ron and Nx. When reflect that a population of twenty- 
four millions of inen ſuffers itſeif to be tyrannized over by 
this brutal code, I bluſh for the vile degradation to which 
humanity e can reduce itſelf. When I reflect that i it is in the 
power of a a nandful of men, ' who, by covering themſelves 
with the panoply of all vice, have hitherto reigned unmo- 
leſted in the uſurpation of unbounded dominion, I am ready 
to ſupplicate heaven to rain down curſes upon ſuch finiſhed 
villainy. This code has ariſen from the aſhes of that very 

compoſition, (now no more reſpected by them than the in- 
ſtitutes of the Thalmud or the Koran) whoſe holy voice was 
ſo triumphantly t boaſted, by. the Solons and Numas of 
F rance, to ſpeak the Rey maridates of nature, of reaſon, 
and of juftice.—Tt is à code, in compariſon! of which that 
of Draco was written with the milk of pure philanthropy ; 2 
and which has for its principal and leading feature—that 
+ punithment” be infficted prior to the examination of al- 
leged guilt. This Helliſb juſtice had full ſcope to glut its 
rapatious appetite with the. bodies of the moſt moderate of 
the upſtart junto, with Barthélemi at their head, _ upon 

3 Gnoſſius hee Rhadamanthus habet duriſſima regna 
* en vont ys 
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oweyer, upon the probable perz 
manency of. thi »Peſtiferous, dynaſty, would, ill 
Wee NEX pag * the preſenb writer. 
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a 1 e e and; PIR beteten pen 
legs of trial, were hurled to the ſcorching deſerts of Cayenne. 


Thus were the moſt. unoffentila perſecuted with a more 


cock rigor” than is ordained by the laws of civilized States 


for the moſt turbulent and atrocious: This ns, however, 


natural. Power which has been wrenched by uſurpation 
from its rightful poffeffor, was never known to be emp lo ped. 


ber in r cottiliifficl of celtads! LONG 1m U Bap peri 1 . 


giuia acquifitum bonis artibug emercuit. Such re | 5 och 


gitiouſneſs cannot but, give. birth to dhe refletion, that men 
wo can exerci 5 fuch execrable cruelties ſink below bende 


in wickedneſs, . WAS can Cf em bels % Ldiets 


inseln, bus ,oonalon to bis ad Juoditw 9902 


fo Les Ting; Gs My Penn . du fonk pore 
< un homme ſur la depoſition d'un ſeul tEmoin, ft Ja- 
« yales d He“. Laa iraifon en exige deux; parce qu” un 


<« temoin qui approuve, ęt un accuſe qui nie, font un par- 


« tage; : et il faut, un tiers pour les les vnider. Les Grecs et les. 


cc Romi exigoient une voſx de plus Pour * cond damper, 
„No lolx Frangoifes e en demandent Kur. lea G Ng 
T7 ꝛendofent que leur re avoit Ete Etabli par les s Dicux.; 3. 

« mals TE N otre,” 1Elprit de Loix, lui. enn w It, 
it be trud then, that the ee but . wit tneſs is an 
authority o inſufficient” upon. the n of life or 


oft awful AVE 8 = 10 
death, as to amount | to a deſtruction 0 real tre GUIDES: 


eee Legilltor,, (who,, 1 think, 5s 
1 2 LN etre jugs. qu aptès ir te entendu on lögalement 
"Pp . end, Francs Arty Xie o2L mention athis. merely tor hv 


at reverence 15 paid to French Laws. 
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** fel of pont pre, 5 it 
may be teriiembered; yeterin'*ſiifncity has been 
dduded and Loft! Ir may perhaps be Gbferved, 
without any pretenfion to ſhrewdneſs, that no 
Government has any claim to excellence, that 
does not poſſeſs the happy power of command. 


2 $1 


ing ſpontancqus affection and veneration : and 
that that Government which inſpires its ſub- 
yes wirh no other ſentiments than thoſe of 
or. "and hatred, cannot, be rationally ſuppoſed 
Jud pu on; beauty or merit. To ſup- 
poſe then, „that a Government, which has not 


199 wold Ait 25131341 of 
he inherent, poyer of influencing even obedi- 


\ ence without the aid of violence, and which 
finds itſelf” obliged 10 enföréé law by the point 
of the bayonet, can be cheriſhed and belored 
by. the people, ere a: mot flagrant abſurdity. 
nearly equal to any modern : Publicift) nc now ay « of his al- 
tered' count 2 men n- the apoſtles of revolutionary. freedom, 
wW blinttantly paſs j Judg 5 graent « of death,  Giſdaining t the trou- 


ble of ig even one witneſs FW * What would he think, 
tob, of his Abrüiss ka: nk who. can avietiy fink... 


into wen poll luted flavery * b, And ye { miſcreants haue 
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** ThE ingenfdus ahd leattied hs of C Oceana publiſhed: | 
a demonſtration of the impoſibilini'of reſibring " Monavchy is in 
Englund, a fewy moiith+ orily before the reftcfation' of Charles 
the Second. ews dl fen: 03 bigg 21 920915951 350 
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2 length of time namely. drag gn à miſerable 
ind pregarions exiſignce,; And. ſubmit, 40, A f. 
tim, compared with which, their Ad A- 
went, (che, theme, of much anenieLohionyy) 
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Srigpances WL bun Pb x tu di ip tui 
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— ge ume be Wide but can- 
not be ſpontaneouſly beſtowed: The rooted dit 
affection which this horrific ſyſtem miſt natu- 
rally generate; is hoſtile to the ſucceſs of their 
Aenructive views, and loudly admoniſhes us to 
perſevere with redoubled energy in this mo- 
* metitors conflict.” Peace,” ät this time; would 
de of alt things'the. moſt calamitous. To court 
the ſweets of friendſhip. from an enemy whoſe 
\ratz6our is at its higheſt piteb, would be nothing 
let, than to be blindly faſcinated with his far- 
ldonle ſmile, aud to ruſh unarmed into his dead- 
I graſp.” To expe it were inſanity. It would 
be, indeed, the commiſſion of political ſuicide. | 
The moment is too ſerious for duplicity; to 
'Conteal the truth would be, not pious fraud, but 
efimital treachery.—lt muſt bo frankly declared, 
5 that bedce never can be ſecurely made with 
| France, whilſt the principles, by which ſhe is 
nouriſhed, "donpith in ſuch ſtrong and rank 
| kixuriance. They are, by nature, at war with 
the whoſe civilized world. They keep alive's 
| ual'confpiracy in every State. T hey pre 
claim: inceſſant hoſtility to all religion, vrcker, 
1 and peace. Time was, when ſuch a 
* * declaration 
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aufpicibits} Hot bpipore, firct which ait fle 
atekhk anrithilation of their tyrantye | bus oft | 
* moments (16 28 710909 2115 id 213 95 b-97grmy 
-1 B82 far" then krone ſmploving. pende otibierves, 
TibblPit eren be\(olicited by France (for Rich 

vnftarice' is "cettatrily: within” the füHgE ef 
Probability), we muft' teflect, that the! HHH bf 
France has long been el ap by HAST 
Banck of her deſpotie ind Ttifürfated Afarper$Otb 
the laſt pitch of miſery}! dt that W. dre cr S 
burſting” into vengenirce ter dlc füftg dt ner 
hortid tyrants to try to reliofate!thdir ffrength 
by te fallow of a pee fich tin idaho 
Tote; fuck folicitatiots mitt iüſtaner GE e- 
Eid! ons ire 150 Jo novo bas shniqqad 
Fen _ 89509 anit8oilqau} vidongt to nod) 
N bias „ perllags, * Wive'it Ab iy 
- iſt decided opinion, that te Weptated'illaies 
of bur earneſt endedvoHd d refeftabliiſh prate 
ate proven by Ce fende b lle bett Eten 
_ highly fortunate. Fervently as I muſt revere 
that. ſpirit of Þenevolence whichabbors the con- 
ener ee e 
the Talbevident Here. Ft ee, withes fo.re- 
hors trapquillit, L anaſt-fill candidly: conte 
3105 Y that : 


( 325 )) 


het the late of hoſtility, in which we now:find 
gutelves: is-much mare likely to procure in 
the end pernanems bappineſs,;: than, a Peace 
granted to us by the enemy as an alſurement to 
gun defliguRian. -- Awful experience has demon- 
qtratec that dhe ſiſlets ſecurity. which is ever the 
ongemitagt of peace, has. been the infallible in- 
im ment in the hani of. France by which ſhe has 
m platedithe deſirncdion of every deluded, na- 
40919126 aniſrarriage of our pacifig attempts 
Maſd nr ſgvjonr i Ho. the.grand carnival;of by- 
| mg fifenthe, fran get. variety. of de cgegtrieities 
eh Thoſe raſſes ip gur views. Mhich to 
ge fea nf directing; ſorrow, a few, months may 
glcafly rv to have: hen; the falvation of our 
happineſs, and even of our exiſtence. Inſtead 

then of ignobly ſupplicating peace, we muſt 
Wied She, y f HN wich tenfold. fury.,, We 
g In tp tog ine ourſelyes, to defenſive mea 
Barks: «Mie. are apſolyed from this. exeluſſye | 
Ants by the uneyampled firength of gur g 


919v91 ct I es yhoowmotd atzauneot (gen 
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of Lord S igheſt eulogy ivab com e 
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Hed awe — S tells ergehen and 
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which not only ſo-effecually;pratedisurhares 
that Me may laugh at ithe threats of..anivalido, 
hut has cauſed the triumphant name of Great 
Britain to be dreaded, honoured, and! revered 
from the mouth of the Thames t the hankseaf 
_ the Nile: it affords us a favorable opphytunity 
doraid Europe in hurling deſtru Sion on the 
eommon foe. It muſt be awned, isdeatl, that 
our ſoheme of warfare has hithento been 400 
narrow, and: contracted. Weſhaxe confined our 
exextions 400 much to the conſting , el kaveovot 
ſafleiently plunged into the aceam of wart Qur 
plans have been too much oſ a deſenſive nature. 
The dreadful; but undeniable, futh that] our 
Conſtitution and the liberticiqe Government of 
not co-exiſt, ſnould ever have been ꝑteſęntſta dur 
kalter. Tut nba bas. Baker. gheat alles wpob the 
gratitude of his ebuntry.- Sub Gt 'bulf Kees, Unie Ris 
auſpices, her re but behiolds !herizayhl 
4 2 Aubing Bom er 3 ee N. ebe Ba lay 
with the 8 . are 
He who frotly agniftek what hab bern nöblzi aun, 
8 Jace bee , e e ee J JOE 
done, better .gives you the 9 9 7 0 12470 
4 Hb higheſt Praiſe is Mets a 0 e l 
©: }6ipraiſe, "Milton's: Azgopagitica, . 0 903 
2901 . | 9 YL. minds: 


Aw) 
minds : Ou efforts; therefore; ſhould have been 
offenſive. O Wer ſhould have ſtruck wt the v 
oß the evil. Iuſtead of confining our exertions 
merely toward off ſormidable blows, they ſhoult 
have been ſtrenuouſſy employed in crufhing'the 
axon Which inflicted them. We ſhould un 
diuntedip have Carrie cri 
the thickeſt of the hoſtile: ranks. This error 
uus not been: peoutiarly ours; 1 
auld the '\godlefoed® powers, This fundamental 
error; added to an bl attention; o the 
Part of our perfidious Allies, texper ſonab and m. 
mentary lutersſt, has been to ſome the ſourte 
oſy Lear, ifrvmediablerain(—Thidwhs the gredt 
ſerbonian bog, where fries whole have 
nh The Eurbpeamn Courts ſhould have 
reflect that vindividual- profit douild not be 
AC mired by bu „ by general calamity; and that 


gengral calamity ,quſk2 neceſſarily. include in⸗ 

dividual diſtreſ There was no intermediate 
139 218 1 14888 XK 2 

801 d an "whe ' they FO, reſt.” The only 

alternative from. g. Was, not a 

Dre ſolſiſh views, 


a was With 
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whoſe f. 
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Sides and Atheiſtinl r pfunderis, Hrom their 
{hortsfighte | policy det us derivÞran avaliable 
Beſſom We thave ſeen the: rock: apen;;Which 
they aplit. The:cxanzple which their ſelf-hadjle 
_ xbnduftrhes afforded us, is. not indepd; N 
deluſi ve advantage to us; it: is afivenally - Mſeſul. 
The European powers Which: did not Join this 
- dhadowy! confedetfoy may aveilthemſclues-of the 
momentous / inſtuction which is! placed j heſore 
_ theinieyes,>and way: evbidcarfimilar father; fo) 
fn Sos bes vlonft (blow baxilivis ff 70 
Dam indeed! moſt firmly-ofopidion; that r 
hopes of final ſucceſs wear ancoinfinitely/ooore 
ſmiling aſpect, and may bet mere rationally yet- 
tertained, at this moment, than at: the m- 
mencement of this unfortunste lition g 
trance of the real depger, added tor! dqhafion 
by the enchanting promiles-of: France, was the 
int uſrable ruin to ſome, and the ſbureg df; dif- 
treſs to all. K nOwed golf the debfhdeſigns uf 
the rancourous ſoeg m inſpire / olli who are yet 
antlependent to protect themſelves aganuſtithe 
 18thiltvons HH f Amity, brich have been 
the invarlablel weapon by which the hasgaihed 


-tiloppartogity.of. poifoging: with Ong 
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e eee y ant wiAf bodfesdeludled con 
wrids to büfft with-ſpiritythe i hackler dy which. 
thiylgre debaſecdi und to enter with revengefiil 
far) vinto au alliance againſt the ſanguinary and 
Exvorablet feurge bf nutions and of miankintl. 
Sreut Brivaſey alone aw ſrom the beginning the 
matte of the danger; Whilſt jacobiniſm, hav- 
ing reketalmoſt all Europe aſleep in the arms 
of Heaxhg Was hlleuncing with giant ſtrides to 
Yelotht6tWik] happy Country,; GnBEAT BxIfAN, 
(deſtinechſreniuglyby Heayew to be the ſaviour 
of the civilized world !) ſingle and alone, un- 
wwnhted by the ung nitude und flereencfs: of the 
nteoudg hellcborn fiend, by the boldnefs ani 
dex teldty ef ber attacks not only maĩmed and 
cheeked the #6heamy of mankind;” but hap- 
fi rouſed Burope from her deadly flumbers 
Eutopb has behbld, byadehr bought experience, 
Hranoe, & bbaſtet} herfelf the tutelar goddefs 
d alb oppreſſed eduntries ſoon throw off the 
\madgabd;difplay?tievſolſ\ini1 am natural charag- 
terpas a deſtioying angel fcattaring plagues and 
deſdlatiom upon corettulons nations She. has 
maked from her torpor, and Will ſhake off: her 
ielufiony the wällthurl the thunder f her; ven- 
gbanew up the murder off her pe Hu- 
N ee 1 1 


($80) 


1ope u deen ee, cal Frnbee dd bet ul weer 

nb iany particular potentate, that her ib 
the ſubvorſioti of every eivilieod State. She will 
reflect, therefore; hat nothing but à general 
alliance cun ſave her; ah alhanes into which:we 
muſt either enter with heroie ſervor; or pexiſh. 
Were not the danger which! hangs over u 0 
ſtupendous, it would be abfurd to imagine, Hat 
we'eould preſerve that eoinmanding itriportatice; 


in which we have ſo long Rood? inthe feels of 


nations, by a ſupine indifference to continental 
affairs: that our intereſt could induce us to pull 
up dhe draw- bridge, ahd remain entloſtd im ur 
little but imptegnable fortfeſs Eicher che whole 
line of policy which this country has invatnibty 
purſued. ſince, the reign. of the immortal Wil- 
liam, has been one complete ſyſtem of error; 
either the grand alliance which He!formied?'ts 
eurb the ambition of a (powerfal Yew; (which; | 
believe no one will venture ts Cν,jẽu an;) 
and ol ꝓreſerve Europe froth: bis might 
 graſp,) and which ſaved H6eWmA% wab the eff. 
ſpring206f crooked and thortefighted policy, Ur 
unt Beitaih ma hold the ſeblex af European 
power. If the danger, in whith! chi iu ſtriete 
Stelen (onsd Eimſelt veel, Juſtiñiec thut 
165 conduct, 
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nanduty that unpatalleled immenſity o pexil, 
by:whieh: we are nom envjroned, muſt, ſurely, 
heya, ar greater, juſtification of it. Now that 
France has roaght a mine which is tg blow 
vp, lat ne grand exploſion, the whale, ſabrio of 
dhe, gonſaquenoe of pur indifference; and torpor. 
Experience has proyed what glorious advantages 
a elltimed and ſpirited alliance can produce,: 
n mere recent experience has ſhewn us what fatal 
_ ealamitice.an alliance: of, a contrary nature H 
geacrats:; The only alternative, then from ger 
meal rin, is a cordial and. zealous co-operation. 
Qs, the, ſuggeſs of. his there can be but little 
doubt. 26d F νẽð mid) foidw yoilog Joni 


11 Ne Thiied ie he artiied that hath un abit at- ne 
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The copfeflign has been, indeed. 2 made 
bWaldiſtinguiſhed ſtateſman — that it is not to 
beroubted, that ſuffoent power is poſſeſſed by 
Europe to annihilate, if heartily and wiſely em- 
played: the deſpotiſm of France. This detlan 
tion derives peguliar xalue from the refle ion. 
what it is dhe pductian f manwhoſaprodios 
hens; ⏑,gMe ufs, of a complexiiniito kindle: 
thei zeal of his capnirymen., Riod-icberaids 
Dubaoo that 


* 


that. experie — of what little ayail 
OP PY; fiti 79 g muſt prove, it USA AAS configgred, 
daa Pat greater hopes of ſhes verde ſrl 


| bee Cons DOE the "determined ned. Kacfften 85 s of | 
ol 8 convinced of the real  defig ns of their 
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Spepy is? and conſcious of their imminent danger, 
than from the ſupine, WII Si paſſe. er 
fiſtance to an almoſt vroppofed. f 98 0 Piſcord- 
ance. in deſign, and Jaxity in pus uit, frepgthen- 
ed the wily enemy. Harmony in; defigp, and 
indifloluble firmneſ d PS neg, fur 
foit, moſt ſubdue. Nr d rpg out 
ruin as; combined and. viggrous. fertige) o 
alone, ſore us from, that deſtruGion whigh1js 
ſuſpe uded Nr our heads, ff törgaß z The 
abſurd conceit max, perhaps, be, .ndulegq: by 
it that the diſaſters, under.. which EN 
| YO! YH w ſtruggles, render all fas, Pr tbe eo | 
this ent grown] dec, Steh a,notion. hay- 
ever, is moſt delufive, The grandobiec bye 


the js, animated. is the, deRrugiog, of this Er. 
pire.—As the plunder which vgn be the fruit 
of her ſucceſs, would enable her to achieve her 


vaſt plans of aggrandipement/uporr-the Conti- 
nent; and the'"TeinbIiGon” of Gut ir. Corlffitution 
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would render that deſpotiſm of crimes invulne- 


1A rnable, 


Vets Wet Glonst (avis was Cafndidfy Cn Bete 
Ogg) 0e Bagh 1. 409 crate the 
pre og Printe 0b eck, e 8 
belt 4876 6h en to oft 8 peace ich 
c gtübentaf en enemies. Such à pe peace, 3 
— renee 2 is bald be 
Mike 5 Fratic@ foldly for the! Jets mn 
Afar her to OBE: All fer bc ſor th 
delta 6% Uf Grbdt Blitzin," This would . 
Hith Fel Witt edle teabs and” 6ppof tubity oe 
fulllng upon id Oontitient” of Europe” whe en 
NAþig Ye! the Arins or WBfurpicion, Te "ruin 
PORN Bfitaftt ritt produce” the "fubjuga ih 
Sf W6Confitient 2 THE fubfugatioh öf the Con- 
Kent Hig! chufs' tie ruin” of Great Britain. 
LPR dange is Yptocal:” Nothing but a 
elfe C6. Operittoh can Cut 4 bell Vieh 
he che baer der Gini Europe. 
This ain Caf Antfhilate An * Armed dctrifd, 
Hh) Gitte Utifdrn and infleszbls perfever. 
Hite! iim at E fbverflon o Ctlifterdönb; 
l ien Hager 05d uy bau! 9.24. 2 Am. dig 
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An ever-waking!-vigildnco! is Gut! ody but” 
warkd The inſtant that telaxes wem j,ʒ‚ 


we haſely eower under the perilb ir ſursd uad 
us, e hall nidſt juſily deſerve /ulb:tho rn 
which ſuch aile.cowardicewilidafulliblygencrate?' 
Itemiayothen be truly ſaid. the vii of Gre 
Btitain is ſlain. Rather than fuch ia dire ,] 
ſbould take place; I ſerventlypruy that this e 
pwud: and onde loved dad y qu 
whelmed in the ob,. 21909) worn v eit 
It muſt; indeed, be cf hae t HApp / 
praſped. which now duw ils: por (bun ti i 
ſuqhi as no ſpeculatur, a/@womonth3ipsty cute"! 
haxen predicted: und dis no im whole (broa(i''s 
warmed by auen a particle of putridtiſtn, em C 
now-Hthald:mwithoat well Sued uv PH 
noble ſpirit of ſcifsdeliverance from this woſt igbi 
vominious ſlavery, which ſo long day hid under! 
the thin aſhes of apparent tranquillity, has at 
leagthremitteil ſome auſpiolousc ip Ed Mt 
only ſor a nean and wEllitimeb3aolopeetion 


to hutſt aut into a magna Uu SIOCNG 

Cangrets-at: Ruſtadt, whoſe vH MNOd iH y 0 
threatened with degradation dn rut / Ms he eO 
Commonwealth oft Europeyꝗ everintuljeaelien 
| hopetthad igimight'be: ſaifl-a2uueiſas FonTae? 
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rem, d Tho palficd abe bbs gn drs * 
ech khaatharrant.of the auguſt German EH 
Pagobasbatiiifudieny arreſtet by the gteridus 
explaitsob the A uſtrian army. Phe [wiſe und 


 heroig-eandidGiiof tbe Emperor Paul is dbovealtls: 
PMSSFigo WAlresdy- as thai, Turk forgot his 


enxith with the: Ruſſian: ti uaniſh tlie peridy 
of RIOA) ond pretended ſrie hd. Inſpird by 
thęo vf. a o maghenimous Britaing he has bid 
his former narrow ſcheme vf pulicy:give way to 
the; poblaj refolution-of- Jendiog his afſiſtande 
in-prafhing. the: enemy: of every Governinent: 


 Paaffiawithgififherconfalts her true intereſts: 


bufrlj; fra S har // preſence the Aly; *ſinguinary'! 
Syexes, aucb will forget her Jeſs important jea- 
lonſies ta eſpape the chains of fyemsiid Regi 
cides. Ve thing indeed, augurs» a profpes: 


roustiſſae te the nauſeofiBiiroperssr nen 
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Mbhat may be he ultimate end; however g 
thigonaperalleled conflls; as it is hid in the Im 
penetipble want ofdiaturity,an. be ſubjatt bulyo⸗ 
of ui,. ether the: civikided d te0 = 
tos flawed ap by: thetinfatiatd:jans-ofthisc: 
unglecable,gnemy:of peace, and! Cangoquary des) 
—_— B&jiens, een bet mattemunlyi efinof}od 
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awful conjecture. Thus much, however, is cer- 
tain, that the conſepuente is entirely dependent on 
the conduct of Europe. Thougb I am aware 
that opinions are clamorouſly (and by ſome of 
dur countrymen triumphantly) proclaimed, that 
France will ſucceed in her cruel and ambitious 
deſigus, ſtill it muſt be recollected that to aſſer- 
tions, aſſertions may be oppoſed: (The exam- 
ple juſtifies our imitation and palliates our arro- 
_ gance.) Of the ſucceſs of a'ſpirited and indefa- 
tigable co-operation, I may be permitted then to 
declare, that my conviction is firm. All human 
predictions are ve ee e melerculs ene 
um cum Platoue. a , SHOE: 


Noth lt can ſave us 1 | vigorous exertion, 
and undaunted valour, united in a ſpirited deter- 
mination to pour out all the length of the reins 
of fierce and commanding war. Theſe, I am 
conſcious, will not be wanting: for upon theſe 
alone depends our preſervation” from the un- 
ſpeakable horrors of the moſt polluted ſervitude. 
Upon theſe hangs the exiſtence of the Britiſh 
Empire. Magnanimity will be animated into 
enthuſiaſtic fervor, and rouſed to vengeance, by 
the reflection, that all the wars, in which ſhe 
241 ho haas 


(337) 


has exerted her end Ss ſprung, not from 
an 2xecrallle:ithirſt of: cel ambſtiam md Meſo- 
dlatingsaggrandigement, hut from: the? herdic 
_ 54Þminciptedl of gjuſtide andoyartugouttitedofor the 
i reſentmettiof)unprovoked- apgreſfiong}2—Fhitir 
1cdbatactenifdic:;defoription may juſtly: beo given 
(and of none isi ſo ſaithſul as of |thepreſeht) 
ib every mahoto iw injureſl and ĩmulted n- 
_ctapmen'Þ) thd'Worudwof the Roman Eiſtorianz- 
-0118 100 eotgillsq bos noitstimt 100 29it:ftut oiq 
ewa quidem row Eſtis NRomni quiidæo 
»feligls bfſta hella; veſtragr quia qi fintʒo p- 
his artis naa dam cexiturcorunys: quòtl. vleatis, 
ua prihstp li, ud- Di E oats bil- 
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BY CAPTAIN CHAUCHARD, 
Military Engineer to the Count D'Artois. 


Publiſhed L's Joan STOCKDALE, Piccadilly. 


any = Sholband. the Netherlands, Header. 


Ar the en fatihwnrion. of ſome Friends, Mr. STocKpALE. 


had undertaken the Engraving of CHAUCHARD's incomparable g 


MAP, allowed, by the moſt competent judges, to be the beſt Map 
of thoſe Countries extant. It cannot now be purchaſed at any 
Price, and, could it even be procured, the Plates are ſo extremely 
worn down, as ſcarcely to leave the Impreſſion of the words legible, 
and conſequently to render the French copy of no value. 


The Work was already in hand, and he intended to have pub 


liſhed it in about Fourteen Weeks; but, at the Suggeſtion of 
ſome of the Subſcribers, delayed it until he ſhould receive One 


Hundred Names; which being nearly accompliſhed, it is proceed- 


ing with, and will be publiſhed as early as poſſible. 

It may be either preſerved on rollers, or in port-foltos, 

No money is required until the delivery of the Work, but as the 
expence of Engraving, &c. will be little leſs than One TaovsanD 


PounDy Mr. Stockdale will conſider himſelf obliged by being fa-  - 


roured with the names of ſuch gentlemen, as may with to be Pot- 
feſſed of them, _ 


Piccadilly, May I 799. 


N.B. In conſequence of the Royal, Noble, and very liberal 


Patronage already received, the Publiſher has reſolved to give, to 


the Subſcribers only, without any additional charge, ak een - 


A GEOGRAPHICAL ACCOUNT 


Of the Countries deſcribed on the PI Mais, | 


4 Lift of the Subſcribers will be printed. 
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